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COTSWOLD TREE WARDEN CONFERENCE 2012
Newark Park, Ozleworth, Gloucestershire – 19th May 2012

Well, fortunate again with the weather! Having been promised showers for the day, luck was upon
us as delegates ventured forth on a tour of the grounds at Newark Park, led by Ray Hawes, Head
of Forestry at the National Trust.
After introductions at our base at the Memorial Hall in nearby Charfield, we headed off in convoy
for Newark Park, tucked away in the countryside on the lower edge of the Cotswold escarpment.
From its origins as a Tudor hunting lodge, Newark Park and the accompanying estate of some 700
acres was owned by a few families. Around 1800 the deer park was created and extensive
landscaping was carried out. However in the mid 1800s the property was let out. On the death of
the last of the line, in 1949, the then owner handed the property over to the National Trust.
Tenanted and run until around 1970 as a nursing home, the property and grounds were in a state
of some neglect. Eventually Bob Parsons, an American architect, with a desire to renovate an
English country house took on the tenancy and a programme of renovation. This resulted in the
house achieving a Grade 1 listing.
Our route round the estate for a large part followed carriage drives from the past and is accessible
to the general public. They, however, will not be party to the information imparted by our
knowledgeable guide, Ray, who led an interesting discussion on both the feature trees of the
estate and the regeneration efforts being sympathetically made to some of the hitherto neglected
areas.
Our visit coincided with the highpoint of the wild garlic season, as can be seen from the photo
above. There are many trees close to the paths and the age of much of the estate means that as
well as mature trees, there is significant evidence of natural evolution with lying timber, funghi and
other elements which provide a valuable habitat for all kinds of wildlife.
Newark Park will offer plenty for a visit, or re-visit, with exercise that is worthwhile, but not too
strenuous.

After the usual Cotswold Tree Warden super buffet, delegates settled down for what was both an
illustrated and illuminating afternoon presentation by Archie Miles. A number of us were familiar
with Archie’s earlier photographs and the accompanying facts and anecdotes which he weaves
enthusiastically around his visual work during his talks – not least from his visit to Westonbirt
School a few years ago. This detracts from the pleasure of hearing him once more by not one iota.
On this occasion Archie’s theme was Heritage Trees - not only the ones featured in his new book
“Heritage Trees of Wales”, but also around Great Britain.
We may occasionally wonder why we are not familiar with a particular tree, or even location, which
may not be very distant from home or routes we know well. However this can be excused when
you hear that sometimes a landowner is not even aware of the historic nature or importance of a
tree on his or her property. More than one, swelled perhaps with pride, and certainly a sense of
responsibility, has undertaken fencing measures or change of land use in the immediate vicinity in
order to protect one of nature’s products which is irreplaceable. Archie was once again an inspiring
advocate for those who care for trees.

BATSFORD NEWS FOR AUTUMN

Batsford Arboretum near Moreton-in-Marsh is famed for its magical autumn colour and this
year looks like being a show-stopper. A dry winter and spring followed by the wet summer
means the trees have put on a great deal of growth and that’s normally a sign that
fantastic autumn colour is on the way!
From late September to early November, the maples take centre stage including the sugar
maple Acer saccharum with deep gold and orange leaves. The snake bark maple, Acer
capillipes and the Japanese maples Acer palmatum ‘Osakazuki’ and ‘Shishigashira’ and
Acer japonicum ‘Vitifolium’ are also real show stoppers – as is Cercidiphyllum japonicum –
known as the Katsura Tree which provides deep pink colour and a fantastic burnt sugar
smell!
The 55 acre arboretum provides a blaze of colour during this special time of year, as well
as the opportunity to meander along the paths and streams, enjoy spectacular views
across the Evenlode Valley and discover the beautiful Far East-influenced statues hidden
in glades around the grounds.
Batsford is home to one of the largest private tree collections in the country and provides
interest throughout the year. But it is in the autumn the trees really come into their own
and it’s hoped visitors will take advantage of one of nature’s biggest firework displays and
visit the Arboretum this autumn.
It’s also a great chance to see the beautiful new visitor centre – home to the garden shop,
plant centre, gift shop and Garden Terrace Café. Sit back, relax and treat yourself to a
home baked, locally sourced lunch or tea while enjoying beautiful views across the plant
centre and Evenlode Valley beyond.
Batsford Arboretum is just a mile and a half from historic Moreton-in-Marsh and is open
every day except Christmas Day from 9am to 5pm.
Visit our website at www.batsarb.co.uk for more information. We’re also on
Facebook/BatsfordArboretum and you can follow us on twitter @BatsfordA.

TREE TAGGING AT BOURTON ON THE WATER

Parishes working together – which is what we Tree Wardens and Parishes need to do –
provided volunteer Tree Wardens to tag the Parish owned trees in Bourton-on-the-Water.
The Parish Council has joined a.mapping scheme which enables it to plot its trees (and
litter bins etc). Maps had been prepared, numbered tags obtained and armed with
appropriate tools the team set off. Mike Hartnell, Chairman of the Cotswold Tree Warden
Group, and Sue Pacini, Bourton-on-the-Water Tree Warden, led the event. Teams of two
were despatched to carry out the task.

As illustrated below, it can be difficult to find a space to tag trees at a height where the tag
can be read!

Several compliments were received from the local people and thanks for helping in the
care for their trees. Whilst tagging, note was taken of some trees which could be suffering
from a problem, photos taken and the trees logged.
Ever conscious of safety, long sleeve high visibility jackets were worn as we were
operating near highways.
Tagging trees, and having them on a map, will help to identify the trees for their
management. A sequence can be built up of the history of the health of a tree and any
works. Such a tool is useful also when applying to the District Council for any necessary
permission to work on the trees.
Thank you to the Tree Wardens who are showing how “working together” pays off!
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TREE IDENTIFICATION AT BOURTON-ON-THE-WATER CEMETERY

Once again lucky, this time with a sunny evening, the Cotswold Tree Warden Group
continued with its “Parishes Working Together” theme.
Sue Cretney, Parish Clerk at Bourton-on-the-Water, joined us to take notes and mark the
map as we went around. Once more Mike Hartnell took charge and instigated discussion
as to the species of trees. This was a very instructive evening, much use also being made
of Tree Identification books – no “Googling” on site! Whilst a number of species may
appear to be very obvious, a decision at “first glance” can be ill-informed. As you discuss
options with people who work professionally with trees, it soon becomes evident that there
is easily a mistake to be made by a hasty decision! However, armed with a well described
and illustrated book, we can soon improve our knowledge. Compare the shape of the leaf,
the edging of it, smooth or indented, the setting of the leaf on the branch (opposite or
alternate), the texture of the bark. These are just some of the clues which can lead us to a
correct identification of the species.

Well, by studying the cones, and the way they lie etc – this is a Norway Spruce!

WELL, TREE WARDENS
The way forward for the Cotswold Tree Warden Group, which covers an area with 114
Parishes, is for us all to work together.
Tree Wardens, ask your Parishes what help is needed in caring for the trees in the Parish
– whether private or public. Parishes – if you have a Tree Warden(s) work with them. If
you do not, either consider finding someone to take on this voluntary role or enquire from
the Group whether there is help available.
Training events are held throughout each year to help both Tree Wardens and Parishes.
The content is up to YOU. Even if a specific course is not feasible, an answer to queries
raised can be found.
Compliments have been received on how the alertness of Tree Wardens can help save
trees, promote their care and inspire new planting.
During the planting season 2012/13 the Cotswold Tree Warden Group Committee are
preparing a plan to provide some funding for Tree Planting. The information will be
transmitted to Tree Wardens and Parishes. It is appreciated that some Parishes feel that
they already have many trees and others no space. In these cases care for existing trees
is very important.
Trees growing in a Conservation Area have the protection of six weeks notice being
needed of works to them (unless they are Dead or Dangerous in which case the District
Council still needs to be informed with five days notice and/or photographic and
documentary evidence as to the safety works). Trees with a Tree Preservation Order have
the same Dead or Dangerous protection. For TPOs where this is not applicable, the
Council has a longer period to respond to any normal application for works and work must
NOT be undertaken without the response of a Decision Notice.
A Training Event on assessing suitability for Tree Preservation Orders is to be held on
Tuesday 18th September 2012 based at Cotswold District Council Offices – see
http://www.cotswoldtreewardengroup.org.uk
Ann Jones - Cotswold Tree Warden Group Co-ordinator

WAITROSE COMMUNITY FUNDING

A BIG THANK YOU to Waitrose, Cirencester Branch, which chose the Cotswold Tree
Warden Group to take part in their Token Scheme for the month of June 2012. As
illustrated above it is a “Green” store.

The £376 donated to the Cotswold Tree Warden Group will be used for tree planting in
Cotswold District. Further details to follow, on the sites involved, will be published via our
website.

GEOFF’S GARDENING CORNER
Trees can be grown in even the tiniest of gardens. The first picture shows how well a carefully
positioned tree can act as a screening device from overlooking neighbours.

The hawthorn has been in a pot for 5 years.

The acer has been in a pot for 17 years.

The conifer has been in a pot for 14 years.
Geoffrey Carr – award winning garden design.
Tel:01285 640653 Mobile: 07719 896039 Email: Geoff_carr@hotmail.com

SEZINCOTE WALK

The rain lashed down, the wind howled round the corner of the house as I battled my way
to the car to drive to Sezincote, madness I thought, no-one will turn up, what am I doing?
The sky lightened but there were only three cars in the upper car park and no sign of Ann,
then down in the valley a waving yellow umbrella caught our eyes, why yes Mr Hartnell
was waving the fleet of cars into the parking area of the house itself, the sun appeared on
the horizon and once again the tree wardens were blessed.
How lucky we were to be allowed to wander at will through the grounds after closing to the
general public, how lucky we were to have Mike Hartnell with his very personal knowledge
of the estate and the people involved in its running and to have Anna Jones, former Glos
County Landscape Architect all of which added to the depth of knowledge shared around.
Sezincote was originally named Cheisnecote, or the “home of the Oaks” and as we drove
up the Oak lined avenue it was easy to see why. The estate was bought in 1795 by colonel
John Cockerell, the grandson of Samuel Pepys, the diarist, on his return from Bengal,
although he only survived another three years. The estate passed to his youngest brother,
Charles, who commissioned another brother, Samuel Pepys Cockerell, to build him a
house in the Indian style. In 1884 the estates was sold to the Duggdales, and then in 1944
to the Kleinworts. Sir Cyril commenced a major restoration and this has been continued to
this day by the descendants who remain the owners of this marvellous house and garden.
The gardens were mostly laid out by Thomas Daniell, best known as a landscape artist
specialising in Indian works, with guidance from Charles Cockerell and possibly some
input from Repton. The gardens became over-run in the more recent past and were
rescued and enhanced by Lady Kleinwort. On her return from India in the mid 60s she laid
out the south garden in typical Indian style, but with more typical British planting to reflect
man and God, eternal life and renewal.

The evening was billed as a tree identification - which we did a little of - but then the magic
of the House and Gardens overtook us and we simply went with the flow. Diane Cresswell
came armed with the Champion Tree list and off we set to find the best of the best, some
of which were admittedly small, but big for their species. Where else will you see a Cut
Leaf Walnut, a Weeping Hornbeam (that is immune to propagation, allegedly) a
Champion Gelditsia and Japanese Maple?

Through the water garden we went, over the stepping stones under the bridge, taking care
not to slip and slide, and on down to the Champion of Champions, The Grand Fir, at a
measured 33m tall. We all thought that this tree looked a little tired in the upper crown,
sparse, dull needles - on closer inspection it was apparent that this tree was in real trouble.

A dull, booming sound came from
all sides of the trunk when even
lightly tapped with Mike’s umbrella what would we have done without
it. And if we had gone further it is
almost certain that all the bark was
detached from the xylem behind.
This tree is simply on its last legs
and those who saw it were all
subdued that the end was nigh.
But this is the natural cycle of
things, as we all know trees do not
live forever, and whilst one may be
going there is much to look forward
to at Sezincote. The new orchard
along with trees of all generations
and species perpetuate the
glorious gardens and history of this
fantastic house.
Guy Watson
Certhia Consulting

A WALK AROUND TEMPLE GUITING
ADMIRING THE WONDERFUL TREES AND LANDSCAPE
AND TREE PLANTING IN 1977 FOR THE QUEEN’S SILVER JUBILEE

As I write this I have just come in from a day – well nearly a day – with a group of Tree Wardens. I
was showing them around some of the trees I had planted in Temple Guiting way back in 1977 for
the Queen’s Silver Jubilee. There never was a more appreciative group of people I’m quite sure.

I chose some trees and planted them having been allotted a sum of money. In ordering the trees, I
thought what would be suitable for a village in the Cotswolds and got on with it. Out I went with a
small spade and a bundle of rabbit guards. The trees then had to manage on their own – and
most of them did.

I still have the letter from James Smith Ltd of Tansley, Matlock itemizing my purchases, field
maples 3-4 ft high were 42 pence each, 3 hornbeams 8-9ft high were £3.45 pence each. Others
on the list included small leaved limes, horse chestnuts, one walnut which I walk past regularly and
is now a large handsome tree.
More recently I have planted more limes, large leaved ones this time. Limes were considered an
acceptable replacement for diseased elms and they are flourishing here.
But I love my Hornbeams and in the autumn when their leaves turn to gold they take my breath
away.
Frances Newman
Temple Guiting, May 2012

RED SQUIRRELS AND GREY SQUIRRELS
Red squirrels are chirpy little fellows, they chiefly eat nuts and acorns and the seeds in
pine cones and red squirrels grew up in Britain.
Grey squirrels are also chirpy fellows, who also eat nuts, acorns and pine seeds, and they
grew up in North America.
Britain is quite small, North America is huge and the squirrels are the same. A red squirrel
weighs a bit more than a packet of butter, but a grey squirrel weighs the same as nearly
two packs of butter.

In 1876 a landowner in England imported from America the first few grey squirrels. They
thrived, they bred and they began locally to out-number the original, red squirrels. Grey
squirrels did not fight the reds – they simply ate more food, and there were more of them,
so the starving reds had to move on. Most animals, when under stress or starvation, do
not breed well and this happens with red squirrels. The females only produce weak young
ones when the mother squirrel is very hungry.
In time, grey squirrels pushed the reds further and further. Old countrymen and women
can remember red squirrels and usually say that they started seeing greys some time after
the second World War (1939 – 1945) and they were sad to see the little native red
squirrels no more.
Monoculture is often unwise. Anything which wants to eat that crop has a huge food supply
and its numbers increase rapidly. The same happens with animals, too many of the same
spells TROUBLE. In late Victorian times some Scottish landowners planted very many
Scots pine trees very close together and after a few years there were lots of pine cones
with seeds, which the red squirrels ate. The red squirrels bred fast and soon there were
too many, especially if bad weather caused a big reduction in pine seeds so the red
squirrels gnawed the pine trees’ bark, causing trees to die or to be damaged, so foresters
and game keepers shot them.
We now have the same trouble with grey squirrels which can do dramatic things to trees
by removing the bark. The white wood is exposed and without its protective skin of bark
the wood becomes colonized by various fungi which rot the wood, so that in many cases
the timber is ruined and sometimes the young tree dies. Grey squirrels have favourites for
de-barking, with sycamore and beech coming first, oak, birch and chestnut usually next,
then most other trees, but they don’t touch wild cherry, rowan or lime! Usually the trees in
towns and gardens are not attacked, so many people do not know of this damage

Young beech tree, Painswick, Glos..
There is a disease (Squirrel pox virus) which red squirrels can catch from greys which
causes such bad sores round the mouth, nose and eyes that infected red squirrels usually
die within a week.

The Naked Oak! (The Leasowes Park, Dudley)

Red squirrels still exist in some places, but are rare and therefore special. The Center
Parcs holiday site at Penrith in the Lake District still has reds, also there is a dedicated
warden to look after them, and webcams to see into the nests.
So what are we to do? If we do nothing the greys will slowly (20 years?) push out all the
remaining reds. That is why several groups of people are now actively controlling the
spread of the invading grey squirrels, to help to preserve some of our native reds. The
internet site “Red squirrels in south Scotland” has good pictures of them and more
information.

Bede Howell (Bede serves on the European Squirrel Initiative)

Charlton Abbotts Forestry Ltd
Chartered Foresters

Woodland Management
Aboricultural Consulting including Tree Reports
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ETC.
 Have you or your parish
any interesting items or
events which you would like
to report on in Tree and
Leaf?
 Have you places to visit
you wish to share?
Please submit any articles to Ann
Jones, either electronically to
twgcotswold@yahoo.co.uk or by
post addressed to 161 Alexander
Drive, Cirencester,
Gloucestershire, GL71UQ.
Visit The Cotswold Tree Warden
Group Website
http://www.
cotswoldtreewardengroup.org.uk/
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