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Mike Hartnell, Ann Jones, Terry Molloy, Cllr Mrs Sue Jepson

UK’S TREES NEED ALL THE FRIENDS THEY CAN GET
On a cold winter’s day Cotswold Tree Wardens Mike Hartnell (Chairman) and
Ann Jones (Co-ordinator) were joined by Councillor Mrs Sue Jepson (Cabinet
Member for Planning at Cotswold District Council) as invitees of the Tree
Council for a reception at The House of Lords. It was “coats off” for a photo
when they met Terry Molloy (Ambridge’s Tree Warden Mike Tucker) who had
also been invited. The essence of the event was as the Press Release that
follows The Tree Council’s volunteer Tree Wardens are at the forefront of community
action for trees and now, more than at any time since the Tree Warden
Scheme was launched after the great storm of 1987, their contribution is

going to make a significant difference to the treescape. Today, there are new
challenges to face and urgent action is needed to defend trees against
damage, disease and neglect, change urban and rural landscapes for the
better and teach a new generation to value their trees. All this is being done
against a backdrop of cuts to budgets everywhere.
Since early October, The Tree Council has been briefing this army of
enthusiasts on Chalara fraxinea (ash dieback) and making the latest updates
from the Forestry Commission and Defra available. It has also been
encouraging them to report suspected outbreaks and giving them guidance
on how to advise people in their communities.
The Tree Council has launched an innovative scheme for individual giving
that will channel funds to Tree Wardens in their local communities. Called
Friends of The Tree Council, it is a donation scheme that has been developed
with the volunteer Tree Wardens in mind. The unusual and appealing new
element of this scheme is that anyone who gift aids their contribution may
identify the area they would like to benefit from their donation. The entire gift
aid element of the contribution will be put in a restricted fund that will put extra
resources at the disposal of the local Tree Wardens so that they can raise
awareness as well as buy trees, tools, equipment or any of the things they
need to be effective. Through this simple mechanism, supporters will be able
to make a difference locally as well as nationally.
At an event in the House of Lords to announce the new scheme, Lord Best –
a Trustee of The Tree Council and the President of the Local Government
Association –said “This is a groundbreaking move in individual giving. The
Tree Council believes that neighbourhoods are enhanced and people are
brought together by a concern for the environment and the Tree Wardens are
at the forefront of both. To be able to support the co-ordination of this effort
nationally and also make a contribution that has a local impact is something
that we have not seen elsewhere. We hope that members of the public and
concerned professionals will take up the opportunity with enthusiasm and that
the benefits on offer to the Friends of The Tree Council will make the scheme
doubly attractive.”

GETTING TO KNOW YOU
Bryan Reid, Tree Warden for the Parish of Baunton

In conversation Bryan was asked the following questions to which he
responded 1. What is your favourite tree? “ My favourite tree in this country is the
wonderful copper beech, or purple beech, as it is more correctly known
(Fagus sylvatica purpurea), preferably in the right setting in the open
countryside.”
2.Why is this? “The colour and shape of this mature tree in a meadow or
large country garden draws your eye to it and it contrasts and enhances the
greenery around it”.

3.Which is your favourite tree in the whole world? “Looking further afield, I
find the iconic Italian cypress (cupressus sempervirens) in Northern Italy
immediately conjures up all that is so pleasing in that part of the world.*
4. Did your ‘day job’ have anything to do with trees? “I had no connection with
trees in my 'day job'.”
5. Why did you become a Tree Warden? “I became a tree warden when the
previous occupant of the post (Marie Whiteman) needed to relinquish the job
and I have endeavoured to maintain the standard she set.”
6. What impact does your role as a Tree Warden have on your Parish? “As
Tree Warden, two principal objectives which I have endeavoured to fulfil have
been firstly to encourage the planting of new trees, especially in places where
members of the public have been able to view them (and in this respect the
various grants and offers which have been made through the CTWG have
been most helpful) and secondly to act in a liaison role between individuals in
the village who wish to carry out tree work and the District Council via the
Cotswold Tree Wardens.”
7. Are there other Tree Warden things that you would like to do in your
Parish? “Receiving notification of problems, such as the disease affecting Ash
trees at the present time, is a role which I think could be strengthened,
particularly in respect of what action to take.”
8.Are your family keen on trees too? “My family all recognise the practical and
aesthetic value of trees. It goes further than that however, as we have a great
regard, not just for the trees, but also for the beauty of wood in it's many
forms when used in furniture, buildings, musical instruments, etc. An old table
with a patina which has been achieved over many years, the old timbers in a
house and the use of wood in boatbuilding and many other uses should be
cherished and encouraged - if we appreciate these things, then we are all the
more likely to see the merits of tree planting and for future generations also to
have these benefits.”
Thank you Bryan for being a good example to other Tree Wardens. Your
keen interest in, and informing others of, the information sent out on Chalara
Fraxinia is only one of many such duties you perform.
See further on in this edition – Bryan’s work in securing tree planting funding
for Baunton.

NEW TREE OFFICER AT COTSWOLD DISTRICT COUNCIL

NEW TREE OFFICER AT COTSWOLD DISTRICT COUNCIL
Ben Holding has commenced work with CDC as part of the Heritage and
Design Team. Ben will be working alongside Mark Berry to protect the trees
in Cotswold District and care for CDC’s own trees.
Ben first worked in the London Borough of Brent, managing street trees, then
in the London Borough of Harrow as Planning Arboriculturist, eventually
moving to Stroud District Council as their Tree Officer. Whilst at Stroud, Ben
became involved in the early stages of the Tree Council’s Tree Warden
Scheme, training and working with Tree Wardens in Stroud District.
Work in the charity sector then called, and Ben joined the Tree Advice Trust
in 2003 as a Technical Adviser which involved undertaking research to
understand tree growth and the effect of excavations and roads on tree roots,
and publishing guidance notes for arboriculturists.
Quote from Ben - “I am pleased to be back in Local Government and am
enjoying working in Heritage and Design as part of Development Services.
As team work is important to me, it has been great to meet my new
colleagues who have made me feel welcome and very much part of the team
already.”

Ben is no stranger to Cotswold Tree Wardens, having been a regular guest
speaker in the past at meetings. He says " I have always been made very
welcome at the Cotswold Tree Wardens meetings and I am looking forward to
meeting the Wardens again in the near future. We face challenging times
ahead with Chalara Ash Dieback, Oak Processionary Moth and other causes
of disease in trees. The Tree Wardens can play an important part in passing
on information between the community and authorities to help understand
and manage the trees that make up the character of our towns and villages".

Ben conducting a Fungi Learning Session for Cotswold Tree Wardens November 2004

BATSFORD NEWS

Now that the fireworks of autumn are over it’s the perfect time to enjoy
Batsford in peace and quiet without competing with hoards of people! We
love the buzz of this time of year, but with a third of all our annual visitors
coming to Batsford in October and November, it can be hard work for staff!
This autumn has been further complicated by Chalara Fraxinea – or Ash
Dieback Disease as it’s become known. A lot of our customers are very
concerned about it and we’re advising them to follow DEFRA’s advice. We
have banned all imports of Ash and as part of our on-going work, Head
Gardener Matt regularly surveys the collection for signs of any disease. Let’s
hope it’s not too long before this terrible disease can be wiped out – or at
least contained.
Winter can be such a special time in the arboretum, particularly after a heavy
frost when the trees and plants take on a magical new quality. It’s also a
wonderful time to see all the berries – with sorbus and cotoneaster to name
but a few good species, as well as the wonderful stems of shrubs like cornus.
Now we’re gearing up for Christmas – with our trees and handmade wreaths
always hugely popular with customers. Becoming a Friend of Batsford is a
wonderful gift idea for tree-lovers – giving year round access to the arboretum
and costing just £55 for a joint membership and £35 for a single membership.
Our new visitor centre has also given us the chance to offer a wider range of
gifts for both the green, and not so green-fingered! Don’t forget to visit the

Garden Terrace Café either – to warm up after a brisk winter walk or to
indulge in some of our fabulous cakes!
We’re open every day except Christmas Day and Boxing Day visitors will be
welcomed with a free glass of mulled wine so we very much hope to see you
then.
In the meantime a very peaceful Christmas and a Happy New Year to you all.

Keep in touch with Batsford by signing up to our mailing list via the website at
www.batsarb.co.uk or follow us on Facebook
(Facebook.com/BatsfordArboretum) and Twitter (@batsfordA).
Batsford Arboretum is just a mile and a half from historic Moreton-in-Marsh
and is open every day, except Christmas Day. Normal hours are from 9am to
5pm, though on Boxing Day it will be open from 10 am to 3 pm. It's a great
chance to walk off the Christmas Day excesses!

ASSESSING TREES FOR TREE PRESERVATION ORDERS
TRAINING SESSION – 18th SEPTEMBER 2012
Led by Justin Hobbs, Tree Officer for Gloucester City council
Local Planning Authorities (LPAs -District, Borough and City Councils predominantly, not
usually County Councils) have the power (duty?) under the Town and Country Planning
Act 1990 and the (Town and Country Planning (Tree Preservation) (England) Regulations
2012) to make Tree Preservation Orders (TPOs)
A TPO protects trees and woodlands though neither are defined in the Legislation.
Guidance uses a dictionary definition of “ a perennial plant with a self-supporting
woody main stem, usually developing woody branches at some distance from the ground
and growing to a considerable height and size” For the purposes of TPO legislation the
High Court has held that a tree is anything which ordinarily one would call a tree!
TPOs are usually made in reaction to a threat – planning application for development,
conservation area notice, local knowledge!
There is only one type of TPO but the trees on the TPO may be specified and indicated
differently on the plan as
(a) Individual trees (each tree T1, T2 etc – encircled in black on the
map)
(b) By reference to an area (A1, A2 etc – the boundary indicated on
the map with dotted black line)
(c) In groups (G1, G2 etc shown with a broken black line)
(d) As woodlands (W1, W2 etc – the boundary being a continuous black
line)
LPAs may make a TPO if it appears to them to be “expedient in the interests of amenity
to make provision for the preservation of trees or woodlands in their area”
Surprise! surprise! The Legislation does not define amenity.
However, the government view is that TPOs should be used to “protect selected trees
and woodlands if their removal would have a significant impact on the local
environment and its enjoyment by the public. LPAs should be able to show that a
reasonable degree of public benefit would accrue before TPOs are made…the benefit
may be present or future..LPAs should be able to explain to landowners why their trees
or woodlands have been protected by a TPO…they are advised to develop ways of
assessing the amenity value of trees in structured and consistent ways”
This is where tree wardens can help – assessing amenity
Quantify the unquantifiable ? Possibly, but don’t get too hung up about it – there is
some guidance and methods available to enable you to help LPAs to reach a defendable
position.
What the guidance says:
Three key criteria in amenity valuation:
Visibility – the extent to which the trees and woodlands can be seen by the
general public.
Individual impact – Just because the tree is visible doesn’t mean it deserves a
TPO. Also need to consider size, form, future potential, rarity, and screening
value. For a group of trees or woodland, assessment should be made of its
collective impact.
Wider impact – The significance of trees in their local surroundings (also known as
“the right tree in the right place”)
Amenity assessment for TPOs is therefore biased towards aesthetic criteria not whether
the tree is native or non-native or whether the tree is of significant conservation value
(though this can be a contributory factor). Essentially – Can I see it?, does it look nice?,
is it in a good condition, is it in the right place?

Methods of assessing amenity:
Historically LPAs, interest groups and arboriculturalists developed ways of assessing the
amenity value of trees in the 1990s.
Invariably they all used a scoring system to reach an outcome of whether a TPO was
suitable or not.
TEMPO
Now many LPAs use TEMPO (Tree Evaluation Method for Preservation Order). Developed
in early noughties by Julian Forbes-Laird, well known Arboricultural Consultant.
Advantages of this method is that it is relatively quick and simple to use (most members
of the public can understand it – even Councillors !) and TEMPO considers all of the
relevant factors in the TPO decision- making chain. Thus the TPO is defendable.
Quick word on a “competent person” - someone who has sufficient training, experience
and knowledge. Most tree wardens should be competent enough to undertake TEMPO but
the ultimate decision will lie with the tree officer at the LPA.
Using TEMPO
4 sections.
Completed in order.
Refer to guidance.
Can score half points / intermediate points.
Assessment should be based on the minimum criterion.
Advantageous (and more interesting) to undertake assessment in pairs / groups.
References;
Tree preservation orders: A guide to the Law and good practice – free to download from
Department for Communities and Local Government. Some parts out of date but useful
to have.
Forbes-Laird Arboricultural Consultancy – You can download TEMPO sheets and guidance
notes for free from their website. www.flac.uk.com

Getting into groups to put learning into practice!

VISIT TO MISERDEN PARK AS GUESTS OF THE ROYAL FORESTRY
SOCIETY’S GLOUCESTERSHIRE DIVISION

Some members of the Cotswold Tree Warden Group were invited to join the
visit to Miserden Park, the home of Major Tom Wills, President of the
Division.
In the morning, the group set off in two tractor/trailers and three 4WD vehicles
and headed across agricultural land and down a slope through Fishcombe
into the one of the upper stretches of the Frome River. At the first stop Major
Wills and Geoff Huggett, his forestry consultant, explained their approach to
management. Nearly all thinning is carried out by estate employees and in
the younger stands this is done on a three-year cycle. Most of the woods are
broadleaves, especially beech, but there are stands of Douglas Fir, European
Larch and some spruce. In general, the thinned compartments were
admirable with plenty of light penetration and fine straight trees. (We were not
surprised that the estate was runner up in the Silviculture component of the
Excellence in Forestry competition). The current intention is to fell the
Douglas in this area of the wood to enable the beech understory to grow on.
Walking up the valley into New Seal Wood, there were [P92] European larch
beginning to change colour with the season, interspersed with broadleaves.
So far so good with phytophthora ramoram. Several young oak had powdery
mildew on their leaves, probably encouraged by the wet summer. Further up
the slope in Wateredge we viewed a fine stand of maturing beech.
We returned to the house for lunch in the loggia and much admired the fine
gardens and mixed borders.
After lunch we then descended in the vehicles further down the valley to the
lake where we viewed a splendid stand of late nineteenth century Douglas
Fir, which dwarfed everything else growing around them. Thought is being
given to the future of this stand and the associated Western Cedar. Walking
on down the valley along one side of the Frome we viewed the fine beech
woods on the steep slopes to the east. Some of the group then walked up a
hill alongside the beech, pausing to view a meadow being managed for
butterflies, and then turned back along the top of the stand of beech. The rest
of the group walked back to the vehicles around the other side of the lake.
These fine stands of beech were much admired, as were the improved and
hardened tracks through them. We returned to the house in the still sparkling
afternoon, much admiring again the wonderful gardens, where we were
confronted with a scrumptious tea.

Mike Hartnell and other participants consider the success, or otherwise, of trees grown on a
valley side with poor, thin soil

FORUMS

The striking backcloth of Warwick Castle, venue for the West Midlands Tree Warden Forum

On the weekend of 6th and 7th October 2012 the Tree Council held regional forums for
the West Midlands and South West at Warwick Castle and Long Ashton (just south of
Bristol) respectively.
Cotswold Tree Wardens, Pamela Kingsford and Janet Campbell attended the event at
Warwick on the Saturday and Alan and Ann Jones went to the South West version.
Both events, entitled “Change Your View”, followed the format of indoor presentations
with guest speakers in the morning, with delegates walking off their lunch in the
afternoon with topical issues considered against the background of local trees.
The Sunday event commenced in lively fashion with an item on Tree Archaeology, led
by Ted Green in his own inimitable way. Ted’s interest in ancient trees is legendary
and he used photos of many interesting and unusual specimens to illustrate his talk.
He explained that apart from being of interest in themselves, ancient trees are a part
of history and can tell us much about the past.

With our venue a little more than a
stones-throw from the port of Bristol,
Ted also covered the part that trees
have played in creating some of our
history. Limbs of suitable trees were
tied down to produce bent timber to
build ships, or, as illustrated here,
magnificent frames for houses and
barns.
Our second speaker was Derek Patch, Director of the Tree Advice Trust. With a topic
entitled “Hosepipe Ban to Soggy Wet”, Derek guided us through the impact our
weather has on trees. Young trees are bound to suffer when there is a hosepipe ban –
in most instances you cannot get water to them. However mature trees also suffer,
because you can’t give them all they need.
Derek told us that some trees leafed early in 2012 – these tended to be ones whose
primary control is temperature – whereas others produced leaf in a normal timescale –
those dependent on day length.
Then we had the deluge. Many trees have been flooded and if you mark, or keep a
record of those trees subject to it, it will be worthwhile revisiting in the following year to
see how they are coping. (Note: Winter flooding is thought to be a particular problem
for deciduous trees since, when lacking leaf, transpiration is limited and the trees may
effectively drown.)

Delegates to the South West Forum at Gatcombe Court, Long Ashton

AGM
The Group AGM was held in the Council Chamber at Cotswold District Council.

At the AGM, the following were approved as the committee for the year 2012/13:
Chairman – Mike Hartnell
Vice-Chairman – Christopher Coghlan
Co-ordinator – Ann Jones
Treasurer – Diane Cresswell
Committee Members – John Reynolds, Keith Mills, Muriel Watkins, Jon Stokes (+2
vacancies)
The meeting was followed by a presentation by Ray Hawes, Head Forester for the
National Trust, entitled “Is there such a thing as a perfect tree?”
Ray informed us that some 11% (70,000 acres or 28,000 hectares) of National Trust
land is woodland. He showed pictures of the some of the more splendid and
venerable trees and then posed the question, “Are any of these trees perfect?” To
judge a response we should ask, “What can it do?” and “What do we want from it?” He
then considered trees in three categories, ancient trees, ancient woodland and lastly,
native and introduced trees. Using photos from a number of impressive sites, Ray
illustrated his points. We can probably sum up that trees and woods make
places/landscapes more beautiful; they provide timber, woodfuel and other products;
they support wildlife; they are lovely places to walk in; they are generally good for soil
conservation, natural water systems and can lock up carbon.
And are any trees perfect? That is surely a matter for individual opinion.

BAUNTON TREE PLANTING

Bryan Reid and Ann Jones with Alan Rees at the planting site overlooking the village

The parish of Baunton was quickest off the mark in a bid to secure trees to
plant for furthering the local visual amenity. The opportunity arose following
the group’s success in being chosen by Waitrose to take part in its green
token Community Funding Scheme last June.

Bryan Reid, Baunton Tree Warden provided a point of contact between the
group and the Baunton community. Having discussed suitable sites and

species, 3 trees - a silver birch, an evergreen oak and a small-leafed lime were sourced from Barrie Wellington’s Elmcroft Tree Nurseries. A date of
Saturday 24th November – Tree Planting Week – was selected and planting
commenced, though with one delay to allow a rather waterlogged meadow,
as shown above, to dry out first.

IT’S ABOUT TIME
By Geoff Carr

It’s about time a better appreciation of slow gardening were to sweep this
country, much like the craze for decking did in the nineties or growing your
own vegetables did in the naughties. Gardening and garden making can be
something you do yourself, not something you buy off the shelf. Slow Food is
a not-for-profit, member-supported organisation that was founded in 1989 to
counteract fast food and fast life. (www.slowfood.com). Slow gardening has
been slow to catch on until now; but I have a feeling the economic climate will

encourage us to take a step back from the conveyor belt of huge budget,
media-led garden design and fashion fads. Planting trees and watching them
grow slowly into their splendid shape and size is a good way to engage with
the idea of slow gardening.
Sometimes a revolution is needed; for example when the existing garden
simply doesn’t have enough to offer and only a complete redesign will do.
Often, though, what is needed is something much simpler, more subtle,
slower in its process and more like evolution than revolution. I will always tell
my design clients if I think their garden would benefit more from gradual
developments than it would from a complete, expensive, reworking. Indeed, a
lot of what I do as a garden designer is about looking (slowly) at what is
already there before thinking about what else to introduce. There is an art to
looking slowly but once you’ve got it you never lose it, exactly like riding a
bicycle. But don’t think Slow Gardening is a smoke screen for No Gardening;
action, drive and commitment are needed to make the right design decisions
and to make plants grow in the right places.
Working the land, designing or looking after a garden, even on a tiny scale,
links people to the cycle of life, from planting seeds, weeding, watering,
looking, enjoying to harvesting vegetables or picking flowers and then filling
the compost heap, which in turn replenishes the soil ready for the next cycle.
Indeed, for me, the compost heap is the iconic garden symbol, slowly working
its magic at the heart of the garden. You need look no further than the
gardener who has worked their patch of land for 20, 30, 40 or more years to
find someone who already knows how to counter fast food and fast life. Well,
the secret is out and more of us than ever before will be finding ways to
engage with some slow gardening whether in the veg patch or by just sitting,
looking and connecting with the space around us.

MISTLETOE

Jonathan Briggs and Anna Jones, Field Secretary of RFS Glos Division

On Friday 7th December, Anna Jones (no – it’s not a misprint) of the Royal
Forestry Society, organised a talk and supper at her local village hall in
Highnam. The seasonal talk was on the subject of Mistletoe and the gathering
was treated to an informative and entertaining presentation by Jonathan Briggs.
He told us about the background and myths relating to our use of mistletoe.
Although himself an enthusiast about this parasitic plant, he ensured that he
told us about both its good and bad properties.
There are actually many varieties of mistletoe, but only European mistletoe,
Viscum album, is native to the UK. Looking around local trees which host the
plant, it may not be too surprising to learn that Gloucestershire, Herefordshire
and Worcestershire are home to the greatest concentration.
Although the prices which you see in shops and markets may suggest it can be
a commercially worthwhile crop, when you consider the effort of harvesting and
transporting, the returns are likely to be low. Only the female parts of the plant
are in demand – the ones with the familiar white berries.
European mistletoe, spread mainly through bird droppings, especially by the
Mistle Thrush, can be hosted by probably more than 200 trees and shrubs. This
is in contrast to many of the sub species found elsewhere in the world, with
many found on only a single host tree or shrub.
Mistletoe is a poisonous plant, though used in various medicines, especially by
herbalists.
Folklore says that mistletoe should not touch the ground between its cutting
and removal as the last of the Christmas greens at Candlemas (2nd February).
Perhaps this is a reason for the tradition of kissing beneath it!

POEM – “IN TIME”
By David Green
The Eternal-Invisible said,
It is into their time
For us appear, but
Let us make it quite clear –
The ‘back-end’ of their year;
A time to be happy
Whatever it brings,
A time to be splendoured
With Angel-choir wings!
For poor men and rich ones
All over the place,
In farmyard and palace,
Whatever the space
Or the lack of it,
Crowded with shepherds
And Magi, (or kings?),
Their times too, locked up
With such ‘animal’ things –
Such as oxen and donkeys
With dogs and with sheep –
While the Prince of the Heavens
Has fallen asleep.

Programme of events 2013
DATE AND TIME
Saturday 9th
February
Wednesday 13th
February

TOPIC
Tree Pruning in
Winter
Winter Tree
Identification
Illustrated talk by
Guy Watson
th
Wednesday 6
Renovating and
March
Maintaining an Old
Orchard – Part 2
Dave Kaspar of
Day’s Orchard
Thursday 11th
Visit to Newent
April
Arboretum
Tour guided by
Barrie Wellington
May (date T.B.C.)
A Walk to enjoy
trees and their
surroundings
th
Saturday 15 June
Cotswold Tree
(whole day event)
Warden Group
Conference
Celebration of Trees
Visit to Westonbirt
Arboretum
conducted by Simon
Toomer
th
Monday 15 July
Walk in the Abbey
Grounds,
Cirencester
September (date
Event T.B. C.
T.B.C.)
Wednesday 16th
AGM and
October
presentation
Saturday 30th
National Tree
November
Planting Week
commences

VENUE
Woodland – T.B.C.
Council Chamber,
Cotswold District
Council, Cirencester
Barton House Orchard,
Cirencester

Newent Arboretum

Broadwell

Based at Dolphins Hall,
Tetbury

Abbey Grounds,
Cirencester

TREE AND LEAF
ETC.
 Have you or your
parish any interesting
items or events which
you would like to report
on in Tree and Leaf?


Have you places to visit
you wish to share?

Please submit any articles to
Ann Jones, either
electronically to
twgcotswold@yahoo.co.uk or
by post addressed to 161
Alexander Drive, Cirencester,
Gloucestershire, GL71UQ.

Sue Martin
Catering for all occasions

Visit The Cotswold Tree
Warden Group Website
http://www.
cotswoldtreewardengroup.org.
uk/
COTSWOLD TREE WARDEN
GROUP - SUPPORTED BY:

Cake for that special event
Contact
E-mail:
sue.martin@waitrose.com
Telephone
01285 851300
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FARMINGTON TREES,

HAILEY WOOD SAWMILLS LTD,

MDH FORESTRY SERVICES LTD,

SUE MARTIN CATERING,

TREE MAINTENANCE LTD

VALE PRESS

