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Left to right: Cllr Mrs Sue Jepson, Earl Bathurst, Ann Jones Cotswold Tree Warden Co-ordinator 

Presentation of Lucombe Oak to Earl Bathurst  

Earl Bathurst was recently presented with a lucombe oak tree to mark his presidency of 
the Cotswold Tree Warden Group. At a small ceremony, the Earl planted the tree in the 
garden of the Mansion House at Cirencester Park and thanked the group’s coordinator, 
Ann Jones, for their kind gesture. He was also congratulated by Cllr Sue Jepson, the 
Cotswold District Council Cabinet Member responsible for heritage and conservation. 

Speaking after the tree planting, Cllr Jepson said: 

“I was delighted when I was invited to attend this ceremony which gave me an opportunity 
to thank the Earl for presiding over the local tree wardens. I am sure that having such a 
high profile figurehead lends weight to their valuable conservation work, and also 
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encourages others to support the efforts of this hard working and dedicated group of 
volunteers.” 

“The Cotswold district boasts a wonderful variety of trees and the council is committed to 
supporting the tree wardens whenever the opportunity arises. Their work is immensely 
important on so many levels –they promote and safeguard our magnificent natural 
heritage, educate the public about the value of woodlands, help preserve the Cotswolds as 
a haven for nature lovers, and generate economic benefits by boosting the appeal of the 
area as a holiday or day trip destination.” 

 

 

Left to right – Major MTNH Wills, President of the Gloucestershire Divison  RFS; Mrs Torill Freeman, 
Chairman of the Gloucestershire Division RFS; Keith Mills Forest Manager, Bathurst Estate; Anna 

Jones, Field Secretary Gloucestershire RFS; Ann Jones Co-ordinator Cotswold Tree Warden Group 
and Hon Sec Gloucestershire RFS; Barrie Wellington, Gloucestershire Division of the RFS ;             

Cllr Mrs Sue Jepson; The Right Hon The Earl Bathurst. 

The Cotswold Tree Warden Group share their love of the promotion of trees 
and their care with the Gloucestershire Division of the Royal Forestry Society.   

For more details on the RFS the web link is http://www.rfs.org.uk/ 

 

 

http://www.rfs.org.uk/


GETTING TO KNOW YOU 

Mike Hartnell, Tree Warden for the Town of Moreton-in-Marsh, 

Chairman of Cotswold Tree Warden Group 

 

Mike Hartnell, was asked to tell us about himself and his love of trees – 
Over to you Mike…. 
 
“I would class myself as one of the few remaining private foresters working in 
and around the Cotswolds, with over 35 years of experience in forestry 
management and consultancy. It has been a privileged to be able to use my 
knowledge to help guide many tree wardens within the Cotswold area. From 
my own experience,  all too often knowledge is either lost or forgotten, 
fortunately the tree wardens have given me the opportunity to give voluntary 
help to other tree wardens that are keen to learn and also want to enjoy the 
landscape we all take for granted. 
 
When I was selected to be the chairman of the tree wardens, to me the 
position was a privilege and a chance to help others. At the end of my term I 



would like to think my input will have made some contribution to a fabulous 
organisation. 
 
Personally my favourite tree is Acer crimson king; this species holds fond 
memories of my child hood and my late father. I was very fortunate to be 
brought up on a large private estate which had a fabulous tree collection, as a 
child we had the full run of the grounds and I was always drawn to these large 
bright red maple shaped leaves, however when you have been around trees 
all your life every tree is a favourite as each remind me of something or 
someone special in my life.  
 
As a tree warden of my own parish, it’s quite rewarding to know that my input 
does make a difference and I can help in a host of ways to give reassurance 
that the tree populated areas are well managed and are given every chance 
to be retained for the next generation.   
 
Quite often my family remind me that my entire life revolves around trees, 
well they are quite right; the term “busman’s holiday” comes to mind on more 
than one occasion, but it is my passion and my life; and for that I am 
extremely lucky. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Unlocking A Tree’s Secrets –  
Or The Stories That Trees Can Tell 

 
The Beech at St Peters Rectory Heysham   

(felled December 2007) 
 
As trees get bigger, adding a new layer of wood on the outside of the trunk 
every year, they lock in secrets about their past and about the environment in 
which they grew. 
 
Tree rings – the pattern of annual growth rings that produce the characteristic 
appearance of wood from temperate regions – can tell us much about the 
history of individual trees and this is not just limited to telling us the age of the 
tree. Periods of interrupted or abnormal growth may show when roots were 
cut or the ground around the tree was covered in tarmac. Narrow rings may 
show some abnormal local climate event. For example - in the South West of 
England most trees produced an abnormally small annual growth ring in 1963 
when the snow lay on the ground until June. Patterns of sudden increased 
growth may show when neighbouring trees fell or were removed and our tree 
enjoyed a sudden increase in sunlight. 
 
The Arboricultural Advisory and Information Service (part of the Tree Advice 
Trust) is a national organisation that undertakes research and publishes 
information on trees. The AAIS investigated what tree rings can show about 
the history of individual trees and also the development of decay in old trees. 
When it became known that an old Beech tree outside Heysham Rectory was 
to be felled the AAIS asked for a section of the trunk to see what story it could 
tell. 
 
With the Rector’s permission a 200mm thick disc (a transverse section) was 
cut from the trunk of the tree between 1.5m and 2m above ground. The disc 
was taken to the AAIS laboratory in Farnham for investigation. 
 
With a consistent pattern of annual rings throughout the disc we can be fairly 
confident that the earliest ring on the disc, the central ring, was laid down as a 
new vertical shoot in 1810. As this shoot would have been formed when the 
tree had already grown to between 1.5 and 2m above ground we can guess 
that the tree may have been 4 to 10 years old when it laid down this shoot, 
giving a total age from germination of about 204 years. 
 
Is 204 years old for a beech tree? Compared to the oldest living tree on the 
earth, a Bristlecone pine, which is nearly 4,800 years old this is a very modest 
age. In Britain the oldest known individual trees are oaks that are 
approximately 1000 years. (The oldest clonal groups that have regenerated 
as suckers or trunk shell fragments are much older – the Fortingall yew and 
Silk Wood lime are estimated to be between 2000 and 6000 years old). By 
contrast, birch and willow trees rarely get to be 100 years old and their typical 
life expectancy can be as little as 50 years.   



 
The longest lived individual “maiden” (unpruned) beech trees in Europe are 
thought to be between 300 and 400 years old but some of the ancient beech 
pollards in Burnham Beeches are suggested as possibly up to 500 years old. 
The vast majority of Beech trees in Britain however will not expect to live to 
over 150 years and the Heysham beech tree and those similar trees that still 
remain nearby are certainly very old for their species. 
 
For those interested in estimating tree age from trunk measurements the disc 
had a circumference of 2.74m or 108 inches. The simple 1inch circumference 
for each year of growth put forward by Alan Mitchell (Field Guide to the Trees 
of Britain and Northern Europe) clearly does not work for this tree. It is usually 
a fairly accurate system, but trees growing in places where root development 
is limited or those growing on shallow soils can be expected to have 
significantly smaller trunk circumferences than similar aged trees grown in the 
open or in fertile soils. 
 
The disc shows wider growth rings for the first 50 years (average 3.6mm per 
year) then steady growth with consistent annual radial increments until it was 
about 110 years old (average 1.7mm per year). After this the growth slowed 
but was consistent in the last 90 years of its life (average 1mm per year). The 
last annual ring (laid down in summer of 2007) was not significantly different 
to any of the previous 60 rings. This is a typical long-term growth pattern in 
most trees and the Heysham beech may have continued to grow for many 
more years in this way. 
 
The tree showed a distinct period of narrow rings between 1910 and 1915 
and another in the early 1940s. It is most likely that these periods of 
abnormally slow growth are related to changes around the tree, possibly to 
root severance from excavations or to new surfaces or resurfacing of the 
adjacent driveway. Extensive crown pruning could also have led to reduced 
growth but this seems an unlikely explanation as there is little evidence of 
pruning in the crowns of the two sister trees. If other trees in the wider local 
area were to show similar periods of reduced growth at the same times it 
could be shown to be localised climatic factors at work. 
 
The pith of the disc is not in the centre, but offset significantly to the north as 
shown in the stump photo below. This is not abnormal and suggests that the 
crown of the young tree was more heavily weighted to the south as would be 
expected given competition for light from the sister trees to the north. 
 
 



 
Stump – the top arrow marks the pith. The bottom arrow marks a fungal fruit 
body. 
 
When young, the tree grew a large side branch from the trunk on the west 
side at approximately 1.5m above ground. This branch had a narrow angle to 
the trunk. This type of branch formation can lead to weak forks in later years 
and was presumably recognised as an undesirable structure as it was cleanly 
pruned off in the winter of 1832/33. The cut face of the wound was neat and 
was most likely to have been formed by a saw as compared to an axe or 
bladed tool. There was minimal decay resulting from the wound despite it 
taking 12 years to close over with new wood from the edges. See photos 
below. 

 
 
 
 

 
Block cut out showing 1832/33 pruning cut. Left arrow shows the centre of the 
trunk, right arrow the pruning cut. 



 
Transverse section through trunk showing 1832/33 pruning cut. Left arrow 
shows the centre of the trunk, right arrow the pruning cut. 
 
In the winter of 1949/1950 the trunk of the tree was wounded on the north 
side where a large area of bark had become detached from the tree. The 
wound took 26 years to close over and the outer bark of the tree when it was 
felled still showed the scar as thinner bark with a central ridge. There is no 
evidence that it was caused by animals, insects, fungi or fire and it appears 
most likely that the damage was caused by man or machinery abrading the 
trunk. Similar to the branch wound of 1832, there was remarkably little decay 
associated with the wound. See photo below 
 
 

 
Bark wound of 1949/1950 marked by top arrow. Thin bark and ridge still 
visible on trunk when tree felled - marked by bottom arrow. 
 
The tree was felled because some of its bole was decayed by fungal activity. 
The fungus was identified in the laboratory as Ganoderma adspersum. A fruit 
body can be seen in the photograph of the stump. The decay in the cut stump 
had caused a cavity that ran through from the west side to the southeast side. 



In the disc sample 1.5m – 2m above the stump there was only partial decay 
and discolouration of the wood in the central part of the disc. 
 
The pattern of decay is typical of that caused by Ganoderma sp. which 
causes a slow heartwood rot in the lower trunks of trees of many species. 
The fungus is commonly associated with mature beech trees. 
 
Had the tree grown in a position away from people and property it may have 
survived for possibly 50 or 100 more years before finally succumbing to the 
inevitable fate of all trees. However, fears for safety and, perhaps even more 
so the fear of litigation in the event of an accident, often lead to trees being 
felled prematurely. 
 
It is not possible to accurately predict whether the Heysham beech tree would 
have collapsed in the near future had it been left standing, but the extent of 
the cavity in the stump, which formed a break from one side to the other, 
would have significantly reduced the strength of the lower trunk in relation to 
horizontal turning forces. It would have needed a confident, experienced 
arboriculturist to advise that the risk posed by the tree was not sufficient to 
justify felling. 
 
There is a rising debate in the world of professional arboriculturists as to the 
real (as compared to perceived) risk posed by trees to people and a 
published report by the Health and Safety Executive – “Management of the 
risk from falling trees” http://www.hse.gov.uk/lau/lacs/23-22.htm identifies 
some interesting facts that may help tree professionals to reach sound and 
balanced decisions. 
 
The report states: “Each year between 5 and 6 people in the UK are killed 
when trees fall on them. Thus the risk of being struck and killed by a tree 
falling is extremely low. Around 3 people are killed each year by trees in 
public spaces; but as almost the entire population of the UK is exposed, the 
risk per person is about one in 20 million.” 
 
Compared to other risks encountered in everyday life the risk posed by trees, 
even those colonised by fungi is very low but that does not mean that we 
don’t have to manage trees in public places. We just need to make sure the 
actual level of risk is balanced against the benefit provided by trees. 
 
Ben Holding 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
ORCHARD TRAINING AT BARTON HOUSE, CIRENCESTER 

 

 
 
 

Courtesy of Frank Gardner, the Cotswold Tree Warden Group had further 
instruction on rejuvenating an old orchard.  Dave Kaspar, of Day’s Cottage, 
gave advice on how to continue the work started last year on pruning old fruit 
trees.  On old or neglected trees pruning should be spread over two to three 
years. Last year’s growth was cut back by a third to a half, just above the 
outward facing bud. 

 
 

 
 

This year, trees were further pruned to allow more light and air into the crown 
and higher growth. (Would fruit growing on the north side see enough 
sunshine?).  Care was needed not to remove branches or spurs which would 
supply the crop this year.  Note carefully before you prune, which trees bear 
fruit on spurs and which on the tips!  Try to identify the fruit buds, which are 
best on 2 year old wood.  Avoid removing too many of these (or you will have 
a limited crop)! Dave explained that the lichen on many of the branches is 
proof of the good clean air that the trees enjoy. 
 



Safety in carrying our pruning is of paramount importance.  Good tools need 
to be sharp and therefore should be locked/sheathed when not in use.  It 
should be remembered that secateurs have a right side and wrong side. 
 
Time should be taken to study the tree and think out what is to be achieved 
and is it the right time of year (don’t prune plums in the winter). 
 
Remove dead, diseased and damaged wood.  Of course, in some cases 
removal is necessary as crossing branches will otherwise rub and be open to 
infection and decay.  Similarly, where branches run parallel to each other, it is 
usually advisable to remove one – a lower branch in the shadow of another 
will be unlikely to fruit well.  
 
Removing the ‘leader’ will dictate the height of the trunk, as thereafter the tree 
will grow outwards not upwards.  Stop and look before you prune! 
 

 

 
 

Remember – balance, beauty and access are the key to a good tree. Remove 
branches coming out at too tight an angle (conjoined wood has no strength).   
Also think about access for picking the fruit. 
 
We hope to reconvene next year for further training and works. 
 
 
 

Day's Cottage 
Upton Lane  
Brookthorpe  
Gloucester  
GL4 0UT 

 
Tel /Fax : 01452- 813602 

E-Mail : applejuice@dayscottage.co.uk 
 

Contacts: Helen & Dave 
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ROYAL FORESTRY SOCIETY – VISIT TO DYMOCK WOODS 

 
13th March 2013 

 
The  renowned daffodils of Dymock Wood heard that the RFS Gloucestershire Division had 
scheduled a meeting for this spring and decided to delay their annual reappearance.  They 
must have had a premonition about the late March snowfall! 
 
Never mind. The enthusiastic staff from the Forestry Commission welcomed us to this jewel 
of west Gloucestershire (and a touch of Herefordshire!)  The 500+ hectares of woodland 
consist of some 60% broadleaf trees, plus a minority of conifers.  Almost half of the area 
consists of semi-natural woodland and half also dates from pre1959, indicating that the 
later 50% development demonstrates a period of active woodland management. 
 
An interesting element of the visit related to the management of coppice areas for the 
conservation and encouragement of invertebrates and other creatures and plants.  With 
volunteer groups coppicing by hand (harvesters encounter problems with coppice), 
‘wigwams’ of coppiced material are created to provide slowly-decaying wood piles with 
differing levels of moisture and temperature. 

 

 
 

Below, a significant area of ash regeneration is fronted by protected seedlings of sessile 
oak, grown at a Forestry Commission centre in Cheshire but using Acorns from this site. 

 
 



 

BATSFORD NEWS 
 

 
Cherries with rest house 

 

Batsford Arboretum – beautiful all year round. 

 
Spring is a wonderful time to visit the 56 acre arboretum and woodland 
garden at Batsford Arboretum. 
 
The National Collection of Japanese flowering cherries reach their blowsy 
floral peak in April, with the appearance of the Pocket Handkerchief Tree 
(Davidia) hot on their heels in May. 
 
Wildflower enthusiasts will find a whole host of native species appearing 
including primroses, cowslips, violets, forget-me-nots and wild garlic – as well 
as early signs of life in our specially managed wildflower areas. 
 
It’s a magical and optimistic time of year, bringing with it the promise of 
warmer days ahead.  But it’s also a wonderful place to shake off the winter 
blues, meandering along paths bordering the streams and pools and enjoying 
the arboretum in all its spring glory. 
 
This spring marks the second anniversary of opening the beautiful new Visitor 
Centre at Batsford.  The unusual wooden building has been sympathetically 
blended into the old kitchen garden area and now houses the Garden and 
Gift shops and the Garden Terrace Café, where visitors can enjoy home-
baked lunches, cakes and afternoon teas on the wooden deck overlooking 
the plant centre.   
 
It is also the first Birthday of The Applestore at Batsford and we’ll be bringing 
out the bunting on Sunday 14th April to celebrate.  The Applestore is home to 
an inspirational range of gifts and furniture given a new lease of life by 
talented owner Heather Priest using Annie Sloan paints.  You can learn how 



to upcycle your own furniture in our painting and gilding demonstrations and 
enjoy live music and children’s face painting.  There’s 5% off everything in the 
Applestore (excluding paint range) and drinks, canapés and a big birthday 
cake at lunchtime! 
 
It is one of many lovely events at Batsford this spring, including our Dawn 
Chorus Wild Walk on April 27th at 4am, The Big Batsford Bat Walk on 
Thursday 23rd May from 8 to 10pm and a special event to encourage children 
to garden called ‘Get The Gardening Bug’ on Wednesday 29th May. 
Find out more by calling us on 01386 701441 or sign up to receive e-
newsletters via our website at www.batsarb.co.uk.  We’re open every day of 
the year and you can also like us on Facebook and follow us on twitter. 
 
Batsford Arboretum is just a mile and a half from historic Moreton-in-Marsh 
and is open every day, except Christmas Day. Normal hours are from 9am to 
5pm. 
 

                         
Davidia involucrata or Pocket Handkerchief Tree 

 



 
WINTER PRUNING SESSION 

 
On 28th February a group of volunteers braved the wintry conditions in the North 
Cotswolds to undertake winter tree pruning training at Hawton Wood, Little Compton.  
Group Chairman, Mike Hartnell explained some of the history of this small wood and 
what work has been done there in the last couple of years.  A brook runs to the south 
side of the wood and a public path passes between the two for some distance.  
Accessibility is therefore a consideration in managing the wood, as well as the uses 
and value of any timber which may be felled.  In addition to planned planting, there is 
a good deal of natural regeneration occurring on the site. 

 

 
 

 

Mike explained the decisions behind  
thinning out, which trees would be  
felled and which retained, as well as 
selective pruning. He then  
demonstrated the methods used to  
minimise damage to the tree – when 
removing a branch, a clean cut close  
to the trunk will limit the possibility of 
infection.   
 
Armed with secateurs, saws and  
loppers, the group then moved  
through the wood to practise their  
newly taught skills.  
 
A worthwhile morning’s exercise in  
late winter before the trees “wake up”  
for the new growing season.  Thanks,  
Mike. 

 
 
 



CHALARA FRAXINEA 
Article courtesy of the Forestry Commission and the Royal Forestry Society 

Presentation delivered by Guy Watson at Training Session 13th February 2013 
 

Chalara fraxinea is a fungal pathogen which causes dieback of ash trees. It 
was discovered for the first time in the UK in a nursery in Buckinghamshire in 
February 2012. In October 2012 it was also discovered in the wider 
environment in woodland in Norfolk. 
 

The scientific advice is that it will not be possible to eradicate Chalara.  
However the Government are taking steps to slow the spread and reduce the 
impact of the disease and looking at ways to build more resilience into British 
woodlands. 
 
Symptoms 
 
C. fraxinea symptoms include wilting and dieback of leaves with brown/black 
discolouration caused by necrotic patches on leaflets, necrosis of the leaf 
veins and lesions on the leaf stalks. Lesions and cankers develop and 
frequently girdle affected parts of the branching structure resulting in dieback 
of shoots, twigs, branches and smaller stems. Necrotic lesions and cankers in 
the bark are associated with marked discoloration of the underlying sapwood. 
The Forestry Commission have produced pictorial and video guides to the 
symptoms at: 
www.forestry.gov.uk/chalara 
 
Infection spread 
 
C. fraxinea causes infection from June to October; mainly in July and August. 
Infection is spread naturally on wind-borne spores produced by the fruiting 
bodies of the fungus which develop on the previous year’s fallen leaves from 
infected trees. This, the sexual stage of the fungus’s lifecycle, is known as 
Hymenoscyphus pseudoalbidus. Spores are unlikely to survive for more than 
a few days. Infection starts primarily on leaves, and is progressive over time, 
with dieback and stem lesions usually manifesting in the next growing 
season. 
 
Counties where the disease has been found in the wider countryside 
 
Sussex  Suffolk  Northumberland   
Kent    Norfolk   Scottish Borders 
Berkshire   Bedfordshire  Fife 
Essex   Lincolnshire  Moray 
Cambridgeshire  Yorkshire 
 
Movement Ban 
 
A Plant Health Order 2012 prohibiting all imports of ash seeds, plants and 
trees into Great Britain, and all movement of ash seeds, plants and trees 

http://www.forestry.gov.uk/chalara


within Great Britain, was introduced by the UK Parliament on 30 October 
2012 to prevent further spread of the disease. The movement ban remains 
in place. 
 
Destruction of infected trees 
 
Infected trees in nurseries cannot be moved under the current restrictions. 
The Government will continue to trace these and require their destruction in 
the nurseries. 
 
The Government will continue to trace recently-planted trees from infected 
sources as an interim measure.  Destruction of infected stock of this type will 
be required where it represents a significant threat of spreading the disease 
to uninfected ash trees. Infected mature trees require no action in most 
cases. The Government will initiate research at some of these sites to assess 
spore production under different management regimes to aid understanding 
of the disease. 
 

Advice for infected sites 
 
1. Younger stands 
Younger trees are the most vulnerable to the disease, and are rapidly killed. If 
disease levels are low, selective thinning of diseased and suppressed trees is 
recommended. 
If more than 50 per cent of the mature ash in the stand is infected, the annual 
rate of spore production will be very high. Felling all the ash should be 
considered to allow regeneration, but you might wish to leave some dying 
trees to support biodiversity. 
If the stand is a mixture of species and there are enough trees of other 
species to form a closed stand within 10 years replanting may not be 
necessary: regeneration is the preferred option. 
 
If the stand consists of pure ash, or a mixture of species and there are NOT 
enough trees to form a closed stand within 10 years you will need to consider 
what alternative species would do well on the site. See planting advice below. 
 
2. Older stands 
An individual-tree approach is recommended for older stands with infected 
trees. 
Where more than 50 per cent of the crown is infected, and where survival of 
the tree depends on epicormic shoots, felling should be considered because 
its economic value is declining and its falling leaves will produce large 
volumes of spores, which will infect other trees. 
 
Where less than 50 per cent of the crown is infected, trees should be 
regularly monitored. However, managers should also assess the risk of 
Armillaria (honey fungus) attack. This is often the ultimate cause of death of 
ash trees once they are infected with Chalara. Felling should be considered if 



Armillaria is present on the site and timber production is an important 
objective. 
 
Silvicultural guidance 
 
Before making any changes to existing management regimes, owners and 
managers should carefully consider their objectives and local circumstances. 
 
For uninfected stands, the best way to slow the impact of any future Chalara 
infection is to promote fast, healthy growth of selected trees with good 
management. This will not prevent the onset of the disease if spores are 
present, but will maximise the timber value if felling is eventually required. 
 
Biosecurity and regular monitoring for signs of Chalara infection are 
advised; both of mature stands and, particularly, of planting which has 
occurred in the past five years. Clean footwear, vehicles, machinery and 
tools when entering and exiting sites. Visit: 
www.forestry.gov.uk/pestsanddiseases 
 
 
Planting advice 
 
The Forestry Commission recognise that some woodland owners will be 
concerned about the impact of Chalara on grant payments made to support 
the establishment of new woodland. Its initial assessment is that where trees 
die as a result of Chalara, and that prevents full establishment of new 
woodland, repayment of grant funding will not be required. 
 
Resistance to Chalara fraxinea is likely to be highly heritable, so natural 
regeneration from resistant trees is the preferred option for restocking. Deer 
control will be critical on ash regeneration sites because it is likely that deer 
will target healthier, resistant ash seedlings, rather than susceptible, diseased 
and dying plants. However do consider supplemental planting at an early 
stage to diversify the species on site. 
 
The single best strategy against Chalara and any other future disease is 
to increase the genetic and age diversity of your woodland. Developing 
stands of mixed species should make your woodland less vulnerable to 
disease, and adopting a continuous-cover approach, where practicable, is 
one way to promote higher levels of species and age diversity. For more, 
visit: www.forestry.gov.uk/climatechangeengland 
 
The choice of species must always be guided by management objectives, site 
conditions and designation status of the site. For example, on brown earth 
soils the range of alternative broadleaved species is wide and includes 
aspen, beech, birch, cherry, field maple, hornbeam, oak, lime, rowan, sweet 
chestnut and sycamore. 
 

http://www.forestry.gov.uk/pestsanddiseases
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/climatechangeengland


On other sites the choice is much more restricted. For example, alder, aspen, 
willow and oak are possible alternatives on ground-water gleys. Beech, birch, 
field maple, whitebeam, hawthorn, holly and the wayfaring tree could be 
considered on rendzinas. If the site is designated for conservation purposes, 
advice should be sought from conservation agency advisers. For more 
comprehensive help on species selection visit the Forestry Commission’s site 
assessment tool: www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/infd-8m7ej6 
 
Further advice on planting will be provided in early 2013. 
 
Timber advice 
 
Ash is not one of the major timbers sold and processed in Great Britain so the 
impact of Chalara on the forestry industry as a whole is likely to be very small. 
 
The limited evidence available suggests that timber degradation caused by 
Chalara is likely to occur a minimum of four years after infection and may be 
later. Thus there is no need for woodland managers to rush to market, with 
the likely impact of doing so being a significant price reduction if large 
volumes were to come on stream. 
 
A more significant impact may be felt by the wood fuel supply chain; 
especially by those owners who were relying on their ash woodlands to 
provide a long-term supply of feedstock to newly installed biomass boilers. 
Longer term, a switch to alternative species or imports of wood based 
biofuels may reduce these impacts. 
 
Ash wood may continue to be moved from uninfected sites within Great 
Britain. However, the Forestry Commission strongly recommends the simple 
precaution of brushing leaf and shoot material from logs, firewood, vehicles 
and machinery before they leave the site, as a precaution against the 
possibility that the disease might be present. 
 
Ash wood may not currently be moved from woodlands or other sites where 
Chalara has either been confirmed or is suspected and a statutory Plant 
Health Notice has been served. It may, however, be used on site as fuel. 
 
Research 
 
Research into the genetic resistance of ash will be undertaken by the 
Government along with the breeding of resistant varieties and maximising on 
opportunities to grow stock domestically. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/infd-8m7ej6


Reporting suspected cases 
 
The preferred method of reporting is by using the Tree Alert reporting form or 
app which is now available on the Chalara website. This reporting tool helps 
the Government to log and keep track of all potential sightings and allows the 
user to submit photographs of symptoms: www.forestry.gov.uk/chalara 
 
 
 
If you don’t have access to a computer please report suspected cases to: 
England & Wales Telephone: 08459 33 55 77 Scotland Telephone: 0131 
314 6156 
 
Signage 
 
Chalara advisory signs for woodland visitors have been published in 
downloadable form on the Forestry Commission website, for use in affected 
areas and also for more general use www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/INFD-
8ZZJPN 
 

An updated Chalara control plan has just been published as we go to press. For 
details, please follow this link to the DEFRA website: 
 
www.defra.gov.uk/publications/2013/03/26/pb13936-chalara-management-plan/  
 
 
 

http://www.forestry.gov.uk/chalara
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/INFD-8ZZJPN
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/INFD-8ZZJPN
http://www.defra.gov.uk/publications/2013/03/26/pb13936-chalara-management-plan/


 
 

Winter Twigs 
 

A short guide to identification 
By Guy Watson – Certhia Consulting 

 

The presentation slides from this illustrated talk will give you some good clues 
to help identify tree species 

 

Basic Principles 
• Bud arrangement 
• Size, shape and colour 
• Angles 
• Leaf Scar 
• Other unrelated winter ident features 
 

Bud arrangement 
Opposite or Alternate? 

 

    
Ash      Wych Elm 



Size, Shape and Colour 
 

 
Ash   Sycamore    Oak 

Size, Shape and Colour etc 
 

 

 
 

Lime Alder 

Poplar 



Angles 
 

   
Beech      Hornbeam 
 

Leaf Scars 
 

                  
Walnut       Horse Chestnut 

 



Other 
•Seed 
•Bark 
•Form 

Seeds  
 

    
 

 
 
 
 

Alder 

Sweet Gum 

London Plane 



Bark 
 

        
London Plane   Wild Cherry 

Form 

 
Lime 

 
Resources 

http://www.rfs.org.uk/learning 
http://www.aphotoflora.com/ 
http://www.nhm.ac.uk/natureonline/ 
british-natural-history/urbantree- survey/identify-trees/treekey/index.html 



  
TETBURY AND TETBURY UPTON TREE PLANTING 

 

 
A tree for Tetbury Upton: Back - Cllr Barry Gibbs; Caroline Braidwood, Clerk to Tetbury Upton PC; Cllr Stephen Hurst; 

Front – Ann Jones; Ben King, Tree Surgeon; Gillian Bailey, Tree Warden for both Tetbury and Tetbury Upton. 
 

An opportunity arose for the Cotswold Tree Warden Group to donate two 
trees to Tetbury and Tetbury Upton Parish Councils, which were planted at 
the Dolphins Hall Recreation Area.  This came about following the group’s 
success in being chosen by Waitrose to take part in its green token 
Community Funding Scheme last June. The trees were sourced from Barrie 
Wellington’s Elmcroft Tree Nurseries at Newent.  Councillor Barry Gibbs and 
Tree Surgeon Ben King arranged the siting. 

 

 
 
 



 
TREE DONATED TO THE PARISH OF BAGENDON 

 

 
Ann Jones and Pauline Farman, Clerk to Bagendon Parish Council 

 
Despite the un-springlike weather of late March, a further planting has been achieved 
under the group’s Waitrose-supported scheme.  This time the venue was Bagendon 
and the tree, a substantial rowan, once again supplied by Elmcroft Tree Nurseries.  
The Parish Council took up the offer of a tree, feeling that it would be a suitable mark 
of respect for their late parish clerk, Jan Waters.  
 
Concerned readers can rest assured that Ann, just retired from Cotswold District 
Council, has not been required to take up manual labouring in addition to her group 
co-ordinator role! 

 
 

 
 



GEOFF’S GARDEN CORNER 

 

Off To A Good Start 

 

It takes about 5 years for a transplanted tree or shrub to really get its root 
system well established. There are all sorts of threats to the plants survival 
during this period and we can definitely do our bit to help it overcome a lot of 
these obstacles. Whether the tree comes bare rooted, pot grown, root balled 
or is simply moved around your garden, it will benefit from some simple early 
years support.  
 
The most common neglect is lack of irrigation and failure to respond to 
changing conditions. Conversely, some species of tree planted in 
permanently damp conditions will thrive or die depending on their 
characteristics. There are trees for just about every condition including 
growing in containers! Fruit trees can be successfully planted into damp soil 
by creating a 12in high x 36in diameter mound into which they are planted.  
 
Another common neglect is the failure to loosen and readjust the ties and the 
plant label on an annual basis.  I’ve lost count of the number of inclusions, 
including fence wire, root ball wire and posts that I’ve seen trees slowly grow 
themselves around. Although these items don’t present an immediate threat 
to the plants health they may become an issue in years to come. 
 
The job of getting plants off to a good start in life can be made more 
successful by getting nature to do some of the work for us. A relatively new 
development in this area is the use of mycorrhizal fungi. I first used this 
product in a trial planting in 2005 and the positive evidence of its efficacy 
continues to grow. Mycorrhizal fungi sales have increased as we become 
more aware of its benefits. It is now endorsed by the RHS and landscapers, 
many of whom consider it a must when planting hedges. However, it seems 
that some national chains of garden centres have not put two and two 
together as far as tree planting and mycorrhizal fungi are concerned; it is only 
available during spring/summer when most of their tree/shrub sales take 
place. It seems that the tried and tested bare root, dormant planting season 
does not matter to them. New to the market is Bone Meal enhanced with 
mycorrhizal fungi, two very strong aids to plant growth. 
  
My last contribution for this edition is a quick word about box blight. Last 
year’s extended period of cool, wet conditions provoked a huge rise above 
the annual average number of infections. Consequently, as a garden 
designer, I will be thinking twice about specifying common box (Buxus 
sempervirens) in future projects. Below is a list of alternatives to box that you 
might like to consider for either replacing box or for new plantings. 
 
Ilex crenata ‘Dark Green’, Ilex crenata ‘Blondie’, Teucrium chamaedrys, 
Escallonia rubra var. macrantha, Hyssopus officinalis, Lavandula angustifolia, 



Lonicera nitida, Cotoneaster horizontalis, Rosmarinus officinalis, Ligustrum 
ovalifolium, Calluna vulgaris, Berberis thunbergii. 
 

 
Lonicera nitida 

 

 
 



 

 
 
 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS – Further information from Ann – for contact see back page. 

Thursday 11th  
April 

Visit to Newent 
Arboretum 

Tour guided by 
Barrie Wellington 

Newent Arboretum 

May (date T.B.C.) A Walk to enjoy 
trees and their 
surroundings 

 

Saturday 15th June  
(whole day event) 

Cotswold Tree 
Warden Group 

Conference 
Celebration of Trees 
Visit to Westonbirt 

Arboretum 
conducted by Simon 

Toomer 

Based at Dolphins Hall, 
Tetbury 

Monday 15th July Walk in the Abbey 
Grounds, 

Cirencester 

Abbey Grounds, 
Cirencester 

July  (date T.B.C.) Tree Health Survey 
Training 

 

Thursday 17th October AGM and 
presentation 

 

Saturday 30th November National Tree 
Planting Week 
commences 

 



 

 
 
 

 

  

TREE AND LEAF 
ETC. 

 Have you or your parish 
any interesting items or 
events which you would 
like to report on in Tree 
and Leaf?   

 Have you places to visit 
you wish to share? 

Please submit any articles to Ann 
Jones, either electronically to 
twgcotswold@yahoo.co.uk or by 
post addressed to 161 Alexander 
Drive, Cirencester, 
Gloucestershire, GL71UQ.   
 
Visit The Cotswold Tree 
Warden Group Website  
http://www. 
cotswoldtreewardengroup.org.uk/ 
 

 

COTSWOLD TREE WARDEN GROUP 
- SUPPORTED BY: 

 
 

BATSFORD ARBORETUM AND 
 GARDEN CENTRE,  

 
 

CHARLTON ABBOTTS FORESTRY 
LTD, 

 
 

 COTSWOLD ESTATES AND 
GARDENS LTD, 

 
 

COTSWOLD TREE SURGEONS, 
 
 

 FARMINGTON TREES, 
 
  

HAILEY WOOD SAWMILLS LTD,  
 
 

MDH FORESTRY SERVICES LTD,  
 
 

SUE MARTIN CATERING,   
 
 

TREE MAINTENANCE LTD  
 
 

VALE PRESS 

Printed by Print & Design Services, Cotswold District Council 

Contact print@cotswold.gov.uk or tel: 01285 623215 

 

Sue Martin 

Catering for all occasions 

Cake for that special event 

Contact 

E-mail: 

sue.martin@waitrose.com 

Telephone  

01285 851300 
 

 
  

mailto:twgcotswold@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:print@cotswold.gov.uk
http://uk.mg41.mail.yahoo.com/yab-fe/mu/MainView?.src=neo&themeName=purple&stab=1314790360831

