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Cotswold Tree Warden Conference 2013  

 

 
Delegates at the ancient lime during the afternoon visit to Westonbirt  

 

On Saturday 15th June an enthusiastic group of delegates met up at The Dolphins Hall, Tetbury for 
the latest in the Cotswold Tree Warden Group’s annual conferences. 
 
Group Chairman, Mike Hartnell introduced the recently installed Mayor of Tetbury, Liz Farnham, 
who offered a warm welcome to the town to both Cotswoldians and visitors from as far afield as 
Walsall and Yeovil. Cotswold District Council was represented by local councillor Stephen Hirst 
who assisted with the parking arrangements too. We were much helped in putting the conference 
together by Jon Stokes, Regional Director of Rural Programmes at The Tree Council, who is a 
long-time friend of the Group.  
 
Jon set the indoor-based sessions in motion with a presentation on “A Healthy Tree Network”.  Jon 
explained The Tree Council’s approach to making trees matter to everyone, achieving more trees -  
but also planted in the correct places,  and once in place the need to take care of trees.  The 
government had recently published a Review of the Rural White Paper, which covers a number of 
national issues, including Localism and a National Planning Policy Framework. The Localism topic 
includes further emphasis on seed gathering and tree planting.  The Big Tree Plant, launched in 
2010, is DEFRA’s scheme via the Forestry Commission, to plant one million trees.  Funding has 
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set this scheme well on its way to the target, with a significant number already planted.  The last 
batch of grant funding closes at the end of August with around £4m available (There is a free 
telephone advice line on 0800 856 7984  or forms and guidance can be obtained via 
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/england-bigtreeplant). This ties in with The Tree Council’s “Change Your 
View” Campaign encouraging people to get involved taking care of trees, planting them, gathering 
seeds, and “looking up” – the enjoyment of trees and woods in their various sites. 
 
The Localism Act is set to have a huge impact on planning issues around the country with the 
promise of easier development (Including allowing larger extensions to houses without planning 
permission being required). Local communities are also to be empowered to have their say on 
what may and may not go ahead.  The Tree Council want their Tree Wardens to get involved in 
their own areas and promote inclusion of trees and woods in schemes to help make better and 
happier communities. 
 
Jon also referred to pests and diseases – not least an update on Chalara fraxinea or Ash Dieback.  
This would tie in well with the later presentation by Alison Smith.   
 

 
Lime Blossom 

 

Next, we were fortunate to have a presentation by Hugh Milner, Chairman of The Tree Council’s 
Limewood Working Group.  Hugh gave us an insight into the history of Lime trees and their uses 
throughout the ages.  With climate change it is felt that the small leafed Lime could well be 
important as a tree for woodland planting. 
 
Alison Smith from OPAL (Open Air Laboratories) gave us an insight into the purpose of their 
nationwide tree health survey, which is concentration on the pests and diseases affecting 3 
species, oak, ash and horse chestnut. See the later article on our Miserden meeting, which covers 
this in more detail.  
 
Simon Toomer, Director at Westonbirt, The National Arboretum, then gave us his presentation, 
Preserving The Picture.  Simon outlined the history of the Arboretum and plans for the future 
development there. The Westonbirt Project has been designed to help visitors appreciate the 
importance of this world class tree collection and understand its heritage. The first phase which 
has begun is to create a new cark park and Welcome Building as well as restoring the Grade I 
Registered Downs landscape. Future phases will include a new Tree Management Centre to 
house equipment, enabling more efficient maintenance of the Arboretum   The Planning Authority 
has approved a new “route” through the trees which will enable visitors to get high amongst the 
branches. Visit http://www.forestry.gov.uk/westonbirt for more details. 
 

http://www.forestry.gov.uk/england-bigtreeplant
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/westonbirt


 

 
Tree Warden (Tetbury and Tetbury Upton) Gillian Bailey in discussion with  

Tetbury Town Mayor, Cllr Liz Farnham 

 
 

After a buffet lunch, delegates drove the short distance out of Tetbury to Westonbirt, where they 
split into two groups, one led by Jon and Hugh and the other by Simon and Alison. 
 

 
 

Simon explains planting and maintenance 

policies 

 
 
 

 
 

Hugh passes on his knowledge to 

attendees 

 
 
The highlight of the visit was probably when the groups met up to see and hear about the ancient 
small-leaved lime tree (Tilia cordata).  It is probably in excess of 2000 years old, a relic from an 
earlier age when lime was intensively managed to provide wood for domestic use.  Regular 
coppicing has resulted in the stumps (properly called stools) gradually spreading out into a ring of 
huge circumference.   



 
In recent times, the Arboretum has taken to coppicing the lime once every 18 years. The latest 
took place earlier this year, with the resulting stools, a proportion of which can be seen below. The 
uprights seen in the group photo are actually the cut stems from the coppicing work. 
 
. 

    
Delegates gather at the coppiced Lime stools - their regeneration is already evident. It 

will be worthwhile visiting Westonbirt over the next year or two simply to observe the 

rate of growth. 

 

 
Jon explains the eighteen year cycle of Lime coppicing 

 



 
At the end of the trip, delegates returned to The Dolphins Hall for final comments, plus tea and 
cake to set them on their way.  

 

 
Mike Hartnell, Chairman of tbe Cotswold Tree Warden Group, presenting a donation to  

Simon Toomer, Director of Westonbirt, The National Arboretum, for the Friends of 

Westonbirt Arboretum as a “Thank You” from the  Conference Delegates 

 
Apple Juice as served at Conference may 
be obtained from the producer 
 

Day's Cottage 
Upton Lane  
Brookthorpe  
Gloucester  
GL4 0UT 

 
Tel /Fax : 01452- 813602 

E-Mail : applejuice@dayscottage.co.uk 
 

Contacts: Helen & Dave 

 

 

 
Getting close up with nature at Westonbirt

mailto:applejuice@dayscottage.co.uk


FRIENDS OF THE TREE COUNCIL 

 

Mike Hartnell, Chairman of the Cotswold Tree Warden Group and Emma Prout, 

Membership and Administration Manager, The Tree Council 

The Cotswold Tree Warden Group was the first to benefit from funding through The Tree Council’s     
scheme, being presented with a cheque in the sum of £100, for use in the furtherance of work of 
the Cotswold Tree Warden Group. 

The Tree Council’s scheme, “Friends of the Tree Council”, was launched in November 2012. To 
become “a Friend” information can be downloaded at www.treecouncil.org.uk/friends 

A small donation will make a direct difference both locally and nationally. 

If for example you Gift Aid £3 per month, £8.25 a year will go direct to the Tree Warden 
Network you choose.   

The Tree Council works to make trees matter to everyone. It is committed to 

- More trees, of the right kind, in the right places 

- Better care for all trees, of all ages 

- Inspiring effective action for trees 

 

http://www.treecouncil.org.uk/friends


TREES AND WILDLIFE IN ANDALUCIA 

Diane Cresswell 
 

John and I went on a wildlife holiday to Andalucia in Spain predominantly, so we thought, to see 
the birds and other wildlife of the Coto Doñana National Park and other Andalucian Nature 
Reserves.  However, our hotel was situated just outside the small town of Punta Umbria, adjacent 
to which was the most beautiful protected beach, sand dunes and woods, including a Juniper 
grove, one of the few remaining examples of this type in Andalucia, and also an increasingly 
scarce tree, the beautiful Pinus pinea.  This tree is commonly called the Umbrella Pine, which has 
become for me a symbol of what can be lost through unplanned and uncaring human intervention. 
 
The Umbrella Pines first came to my notice adjacent to the hotel, but also as we drove to Coto 
Doñana.  From the road, which is built slightly above the trees either side (felled indiscriminately to 
accommodate the road through the protected area) they look like giant broccoli spears, and I 
became increasingly fascinated by them, their history and their gradual decline in Spain due, 
primarily, to coastal and other building development. 
 
The Umbrella Pine is native to the Mediterranean region in Southern Europe, North Africa and the 
Levant, although it is found in Turkey, Lebanon and Syria.  Additionally, it is in horticultural 
cultivation as an ornamental tree and planted in gardens and parks around the world. 
 

 
 

These pine forests were widespread across Southern Europe, but in Spain, where my research 
was based, they have been decimated, particularly along the coast, as more and more tourist 
developments have taken place.  Where we were staying and travelling, tourism is not so well 
developed, but already the signs of hotel and apartment construction are in evidence and the 
unrestricted clear felling of these irreplaceable forests in order to accommodate them. 
 
Going back to the original main focus of our visit, our wildlife guide was a man called Manuel 
Mojarro Soler, a renowned Spanish ornithologist, wildlife expert and environmentalist.  He took us 
to a number of reserves where we were lucky enough to see the Imperial Eagle and various other 
birds of prey, the Great and Little Bustard, the Black and Griffon Vulture and many other rare and 
more common birds.   
 
Interestingly, Manuel told us that the Spanish Ornithological Society had only 11,000 members.  
Compare this to the RSPB with over 1 million members, the RSPB being only one of the 
organisations in the UK dedicated to bird conservation.  He also told us that the Spanish are 
significantly more interested in shooting birds than conserving them; apparently they shoot well 
over a million song birds each hear, and this lack of commitment to conservation among the 



Spanish population applies to trees as well, hence the rapid decline of the Umbrella Pine, Juniper 
and many other trees. 
 
I can recommend the Coto Doñana  National Park to those interested in birds and wildlife.  Even 
though we saw so many more species than anticipated, disappointingly we didn’t see the Iberian 
Lynx, which is doing well in the Park but is critically endangered across its range.  Out of the Park, 
at the nature reserves, which aren’t protected and where we saw the Bustards and Vultures, their 
future is threatened due to the ever encroaching human population and lack of fallen stock for the 
Vultures.  The EU now has legislation in place requiring farmers to remove their fallen stock, hence 
the lack of food for the Vultures.  However, the EU are apparently looking at this ruling apropos the 
rapid decline in Vulture numbers to see if it can be amended, but at the speed at which the EU 
makes decisions, the Vultures will all be gone before they take action. 
 
The Black Pigs of Andalucia were also very interesting.  They roam in forests and wooded fields 
and forage for grubs, insects and acorns, and eat grass and general undergrowth.  They produce 
what I was told is the best cured ham in the world, the Pata Negra, and it certainly was the best 
that I have ever tasted. 
 
When we go back to the area, I wonder how much more woodland will have been lost, and how 
many more birds will have been needlessly killed.  A very sad situation to contemplate, but one 
that only the good people of Spain can address. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



OPAL TREE HEALTH DAY 
 

 
Delegates at the presentation by Alison Smith of OPAL in Miserden Village Hall 

 

The Government works to protect the country from pests and diseases by: 
o Plant health legislation 
o Inspecting imports  
o Inspecting woods and plant nurseries 
o Campaigns to eradicate outbreaks 
o Conducting research  
o Raising people’s awareness 

What we can all do to help: 
o Public engagement assists with surveillance 

This is where OPAL (The Open Air Laboratories) fits in… We need your help! 
If you are helping with the survey remember: 
Check the website - Read the instructions  - Landowner’s permission - Health and safety  
If you are viewing Tree and Leaf electronically you can see the presentation via Ctrl and Click 
If you do not have computer access and would like further information please contact me, Ann Jones 
– details on last page of the magazine 
 

From Alison: 

"Dear Ann, 

 

Here is the link to the presentation from . You should be able to share this link with others if you forward this email onto them, 

and then they can download it direct to their computers.  

 

Please also pass on my email address in case anyone wants to get in touch: alison.smith@plymouth.ac.uk.  

 

Many thanks, I really enjoyed today. It was lovely to get to look around the beautiful estate. Thank you too for your wonderful 

hospitality. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Alison" 

 

Click here to view 

 

(Alison shared these files using Dropbox. Enjoy!)  

https://www.dropbox.com/l/qb6TXox2SxELub6JD1W8kf


Alison distributed packs for conducting the survey and went through the details with us. 
After lunch we toured part of Misarden Park, courtesy of Major Tom Wills and with the guidance of forester, 
Geoff Huggett, supported by Mike Hartnell. 

 

 
A horse chestnut with Bleeding Canker 

 
Despite the excellent standard of the trees and the remainder of the parkland, we were able to demonstrate 
one of the diseases on which the study concentrates.  This horse chestnut has bleeding canker.  On 
examination, quite a section of bark proved to be loose and the tree probably has a very limited life.  
 
Below is a view across the estate.  Quite a proportion of the trees in vision are ash and therefore this scene 
may well be subject to change over the coming years, with a need to consider alternative planting. 

 
 



TREE PLANTING – BISLEY COMMUNITY ORCHARD – IN MEMORY OF LYN 
HEMMING 

 

 
 

Quote from Bisley with Lypiatt Parish Council Website Community Section 

 
“On Sunday 5 May, 30 friends, family and members of the Bisley Community Orchard Group gathered on site 
to celebrate the Cotswold Tree Wardens presentation of a memorial tree to commemorate Lyn Hemming. Ann 
Jones, Chair of CTW, gave a lovely speech honouring Lyn's work, as Bisley Tree Warden, with them. The 
tree they have presented is a very rare Gloucestershire indigenous variety of perry pear. This critically 
endangered type is called a 'beetroot pear' (Pyrus sp. var. Beetroot Pear - Wick Court Ella) because of its red 
stems. We can hear Lyn laughing at that, and looking forward, in heaven, to a good quaff!” 

 

 
The planted pear with commemorative plaque 

 

The Cotswold Tree Warden Group are honoured to be associated with the Bisley with Lypiatt Parish Council 



VISIT WITH THE RFS TO BROADMOOR FARM, LITTLE WOLFORD 
 
 

 
 

On Saturday 11th May a party in excess of 40 guests visited Henry and Rosamond Warriner’s 
property at Little Wolford.  A house was erected on the estate prior to 1600, although the current 
property is much more recent.  The old parkland lost many of its trees in the 70s to Dutch Elm 
Disease, but many fine oaks remain. 
 
A large proportion of this substantial estate is concerned with commercial timber production. 
Careful management is of course key, especially in the excellent stand of Douglas Fir, some 50 
years old. 
 

 



A pocket of larch has been much less successful, inferior quality supplies were probably 
responsible for the poor yield and a programme of removal and restocking is under way. 
Farther on we ‘discovered’ a substantial bluebell wood, much of it under an oak plantation of good 
quality.  A most impressive sight and we were fortunate to have selected months ahead a date 
when the bluebells would be in such prime condition. 
 

 
 

Later in the visit we were directed by Mike Hartnell, our guide along with Mr Warriner, to cast our 
eyes upwards.  How many people would pass this way I wonder, without noticing the conjoined 
trees shown below? This is neither a photographer’s trick nor that of a gardener, simply nature at 
work! 
 

 

The Cotswold Tree Warden Group share their love of the promotion of trees and their care 
with the Gloucestershire Division of the Royal Forestry Society.   

For more details on the RFS the web link is http://www.rfs.org.uk/ 

http://www.rfs.org.uk/


 

 

RECYCLING TAKES ON A NEW MEANING! 
 

 
Dave Evans giving Ann Jones (CTWG Co-ordinator) the first box of inner tubes 

 
The Cotswold Tree Warden Group is grateful to Dave Evans of Ride 24/7 Ltd. for the supply of 
inner tubes which will be used as tree ties in the next tree planting season.  A benefit  to both 
parties. 
 
For further information on this cycle shop visit http://www.ride-247-cirencester.co.uk/ 
 

http://www.ride-247-cirencester.co.uk/


MAY WALK AT PILGRIMS WOOD, WINDY RIDGE ARBORETUM 
 

On the evening of Wednesday 22nd May, Tree Wardens and Friends  went to Windy Ridge, Longborough, to 
visit the Pilgrims Wood arboretum created by Cecil Williams since 1992 to celebrate 100 years of skilled 
workmanship by the Cotswold Craftsmen. Now under the supervision of Nicholas Williams, the arboretum has 
over 250 different species of tree collected from around the world and careful management decisions are 
required to allow the larger trees room to grow, without losing the fascinating variety which now characterises 
the site. 

 

Group discussion initiated by Nicholas Williams 

 

  

 
One of the avenues of planting 

 
 
The group divided into those who wanted to wander and make their own discoveries and people 
who followed Chairman Mike Hartnell and Nicholas Williams. 
 



The latter, who is the present owner, took over from his late father, Cecil, who chose in committing 
his efforts to this effective plot to include such trees as he wished, rather than following a formal 
pattern. 
 
The Arboretum is open to the public free of charge although donations for its upkeep are 
appreciated by Mr Williams. 
 
The visitor will find something of interest whichever time of year one visits. 
 
 

 
Part of the garden at Windy Ridge 

 

After exploring the Arboretum we were invited to look around the lovely garden at the main house. 
 
The Windy Ridge Estate is run as a luxury bed and breakfast property.  There is also a self-
catering cottage to let.   Visit  http://www.windy-ridge.co.uk/ for further details. 
 

 
 
 

http://www.windy-ridge.co.uk/


BATSFORD NEWS 
 

 
 

Batsford Arboretum – beautiful all year round 

 

Escape the heat this summer under the cooling canopy of Batsford’s beautiful trees.  It’s the 
perfect way to spend the day, meandering along the streams and waterways soaking up the sight 
of our 56 acre arboretum in full leaf colour.  Ablaze with colour from the large herbaceous plant 
collection, it’s a great place to escape and unwind. 
 
Bring the kids in August and they can let off steam searching for the critters hidden in the 
Arboretum as part of the Big Batsford Bug Hunt, or enjoy a moment of solitude, soaking up the 
atmosphere and enjoying the stunning views across the tops of our trees to the Evenlode Valley 
beyond.  
 
There’s plenty to do at Batsford this summer too.  Why not join us on August 18th between 11 a.m. 
and 4 p.m. when we’ll be celebrating becoming the Cotswold Tourism Large Visitor Attraction of 
the Year 2013?  There’ll be outdoor theatre and face painting and it’s a great chance to discover 
more about beautiful Batsford. 
 
If you’re keen on garden design and wildlife, why not sign up for one of our special days with 
garden designer, author and lecturer Andrew Mikolajski?  Included in the day is a guided tour of 
the arboretum, a light lunch and information and advice about attracting wildlife to your garden.  
There’s a choice of two dates – August 14th and September 12th and you can find out more by 
visiting our brand new website at www.batsarb.co.uk. 
 
In late summer our spring-flowering bulbs will be available in the Garden Shop and we have a 
special event on September 18th with Johnny Walkers from Taylors Bulbs.  The Big Bulb Bonanza 
is a chance to find out how bulbs can bring colour to your garden for more than five months of the 
year, with expert advice and tips about bulb choice from a multi Chelsea gold medal winner.  Pick 
up a ticket from the Garden Shop next time you’re at Batsford – they’re free but limited, so don’t 
delay. 
 
The Batsford newsletter is a great way to keep up to date with everything that’s going on, special 
offers, events and latest news.  You can sign up via the website or by filling in one of our contact 
forms during your next visit. 
 

http://www.batsarb.co.uk/


All too soon we’ll be building up to our autumn spectacular when the arboretum is at its colourful 
peak.  But in the same way that dogs aren’t just for Christmas, arboreta aren’t just for the autumn 
so make the most of the summer at beautiful Batsford!!  With home baked food, fabulous shopping 
and everything you need for the garden and allotment, you won’t be disappointed.  Oh and if you 
have got a dog – bring him with you!  They’re allowed everywhere at Batsford! 

 
 

 
 

 



SHEPHERD’S HOUSE GARDEN RE-VISITED 
 

Alan and Ann Jones 
 

 
 

Long term readers of Tree & Leaf may recall our earlier item from a visit to Shepherd’s House Garden, 
Inveresk, Midlothian in 2009.  We returned this May and with the garden a mass of interest, we thought you 
may like to have an update. 
 
To the rear of the owner’s house, the remaining three sides of the garden are walled or part of what were 
originally the stables and coach house.  The garden extends to approximately one acre. Having raised four 
sons, a larger part of the plot was at first simply a playground for the children, with an additional vegetable 
garden.  Since 1984, when the conservatory was built, the garden has been gradually developed, without 
professional design input.  In most years a particular item or area is developed – for this year it is the 
construction of a small shell house at the back of the garden. 
 
Building work and sculptures may be ‘bought-in’ trades, but most of the work is done by Charles and Ann 
Fraser themselves.  Lady Fraser is a keen artist, particularly of detailed floral pictures and need never be 
short of inspiration with a considerable variety of many species grown.  It may be misguided to single out 
particular genuses, though snowdrops and many colours of tulips may well stand out in the visitor’s mind.  
However, it will probably depend to an extent according to which season of the year one sees the garden. 
 
In the foreground of the general view above, can be seen one of a number of shaped box.  An old and ill-
shaped one was by the back of the house when the Frasers moved in and may have had some resemblance 
to a hen.  A smaller box was added and clipped to the shape of an egg.  Since then Charles has developed 
both his topiary ability and the number of examples to be found around the garden. 
 
The columns beyond the seat are of clipped beech, six of which flank a pleasant pond, fed by a rill, stocked 
with fish and a popular spot with the resident doves and also the friendly family pet, a rough haired 
dachshund called Katie.  
 
Towards the back of the garden is a Japanese Pagoda Tree.  Charles likes to refer to this as the ‘Woolworth’ 
tree, explaining that is was bought from the now defunct F.W. Woolworth store for coppers some 30 years 
ago.  Although standing at around 30 feet high, it is yet to flower.  However there is still hope as this particular 
tree often does not flower until this sort of maturity.  

 



 

 
Sophoro japonica or Japanese Pagoda Tree 

 

 



Near the house is a ‘Herb Parterre’, planted in 1997. This consists of box squares which are filled with 
santolina (cotton lavender), common rue and lavender.  Beyond this, steps lead through a blue arch to the 
raised area of the garden.  Either side of the arch are splendid cordoned crab apple trees, ‘Red Sentinel’.  
These can be seen in blossom in the foreground of the Old Stables picture below. 
 

 
The Herb Parterre 

 

 
The old stables, now a holiday cottage and garages 

 

 
 



One of the more recent developments is a woodland garden.  Though, when we visited, some of the spring 
plants had finished, there were still so many to enjoy as you will surely agree on the evidence of the photo 
below.  This must be a favourite section of the garden with bees and butterflies. 
 

 
The woodland garden including ‘Queen of the Night’ tulips 

 

 
The fank (Scots for a sheep pen) - A peaceful spot in which to just sit and contemplate 

 

Thanks go to Sir Charles and Lady Fraser for allowing us to visit, enjoy and spread the word 

about their garden at Inveresk.  Shepherd House Garden is occasionally open to the public in aid 

of charity. Access is also permitted to those staying in the holiday cottage which sleeps three 

people and is available through Scottish Country Cottages.



WALK IN THE ABBEY GROUNDS, CIRENCESTER 
 

 
Katsura Tree 

 

On July 15th I and Martin Conyers, the Town Council's Land Management Officer took about 25 
members of the Civic Society and Tree Wardens around the Abbey Grounds. We were fortunate to 
have in the group John Sales, retired National Trust Gardens Adviser, who has helped Martin with 
identifying some species in this small arboretum.  
 
Among the uncommon trees we looked at was an Azara microphylla, looking rather like a tall box 
tree, but which will have tiny chocolate-scented flowers in early spring. Just now the common and 
weeping silver limes are in flower, and in the autumn the air should be scented with a sweet 
candyfloss aroma from the two Japanese Katsura trees at the Corinium Gate end of the lake. 
 
Since Martin took over as Land Management Officer for the Town Council, a lot of progress has 
been made in managing the local green spaces with a more ecological balance between 'park' and 
'wild' areas, in the amphitheatre and St.Michael's Park as well. He is hopeful of finding ways to do 
new planting, difficult where there may be Roman remains, and has decided to keep old trees 
wherever possible. A Buckeye chestnut and a Mop-head acacia have both been given a further 
lease of life by very radical pruning, back to a minimal branch structure on the trunk, and have 
responded well, though not an elegant sight. Botanical labels have been put on 25 trees around 
head height, and if these do not disappear more will be labelled.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
Martin Conyers (3

rd

 on the left) discussing with the group the trees and work being done 

at the Abbey Way side of the lake 

 
A comprehensive survey with a GPS mapping system is being done, and should provide accurate 
maps with details of the state of health of the trees etc. Tree Wardens will be involved in this - each 
tree is given a little metal number plate for identification and the data entered straight onto the 
computer programme in the field. 
                                                                                                     
 Anthea Steel- Cirencester Tree Warden 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



GEOFF’S GARDEN CORNER 
 

Imaginative ways of getting trees into small spaces 

 

Short of space in the garden?  Think there is no room for a tree?  Think again!  Here are some 
solutions to the problem. 

 

 

Lollipop Variegated Holly 

 

 

 
Pleached Hornbeam 



 
Beech 

 

 
Hornbeam 

 
Geoff Carr (for contact details see advert on back page of this issue). 



 

 
 

PEAR HERITAGE 

A LIVING HISTORY …… 

 

A national project has been launched to: 

 Discover the veteran pear trees that still grow in our orchards and walled gardens 
and to 

 Provide identification training supported by an on-line pear identification facility 
 
The project will also establish trial nurseries to propagate unidentified varieties to avoid the 
disastrous possibility of the loss of a rare example while it is being identified. 
 
Large ancient pear trees whether as solitary specimens, grouped in orchards, or trained on walls 
are an attractive component of the rural and to an extent urban landscape. 
 
Their long lifespan (often over 3 centuries compared with 1-1½ for apples) means that a wealth of 
information regarding planting motivation and regimes and subsequent management schemes, can 
span centuries and be reflected in the life span of individual trees.   
 
Despite the wastage through the years, a large number of veteran heritage trees survive, unnamed 
and largely undocumented.   
 
The diversity value and thus the current conservation focus of orchards is largely defined by the 
presence or otherwise of certain key non-fruit species such as the Noble Chafer or Mistletoe 
Marble Moth – both rarely found on pears.  As a result some of our oldest and most valuable 
orchards can remain unrecognised. 
 
How can you help? 
 
If you know of any veteran trees or historic pear orchards (sometimes found in walled gardens), 
please notify us at info@gloucestershireorchardtrust.org.uk 
 
The project will exploit the existing resources and expertise in the UK, such as of Brogdale, 
Wisley, Hartpury, the RHS library and other expert individuals. 

mailto:info@gloucestershireorchardtrust.org.uk


 

 
 
 

 

  

TREE AND LEAF 
ETC. 

 Have you or your parish 
any interesting items or 
events which you would 
like to report on in Tree 
and Leaf?   

 Have you places to visit 
you wish to share? 

Please submit any articles to Ann 
Jones, either electronically to 
twgcotswold@yahoo.co.uk or by 
post addressed to 161 Alexander 
Drive, Cirencester, 
Gloucestershire, GL7 1UQ.   
 
Visit The Cotswold Tree 
Warden Group Website  
http://www. 
cotswoldtreewardengroup.org.uk/ 
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