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FORTY YEARS ON FROM PLANT A TREE IN '73 

 
Hawton Wood, Little Compton, North Cotswolds 

I'm sure that many of you, either through direct recollection, or via your gathered 
knowledge of all things arboreal, will be aware of the slogan: 

"Plant a Tree in '73" 

(You may even recall the follow up of "Plant Some More in '74"!)  The government-
sponsored campaign used National Tree Planting Year to promote the planting or donation 
of trees, or the donation of land for such planting.  Dutch Elm Disease was sweeping the 
country and thousands took up the challenge. 

It was thus in 1974 that The Tree Council was founded as an umbrella organisation for the 
local groups involved in the planting along with the subsequent care of trees as well as 
tree conservation. From little acorns..... 

Forty years on - with millions of trees planted in the intervening period, many during annual 
Tree Planting Week - it seemed important that the Cotswold Tree Warden Group should 
make an extra effort to get involved in Tree Planting Week 2013, running from 23rd 
November to 1st December.  Group Chairman, Mike Hartnell, supplied stock for volunteers 
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to experience 'forestry' style planting (quick and efficient) at his Hawton Wood site on a 
most pleasant end of November morning.  It provided also an opportunity to recycle a 
number of the bicycle inner tubes, donated by Ride 24/7 Bike Shop, Cirencester, for tying-
in trees to stakes - as demonstrated below by Mike and Ann. 

 

Mike also brought along some of the recently introduced "egg-box" tree guards. 
Manufactured from the same type of product as egg-boxes, these are treated to prevent 
them becoming saturated and useless.  The intention is that they should last around five 
years before biodegrading.  If successful, it will be a welcome alternative to current - non-
degrading - tree guards, which have to be removed when their job is done. 

 
Putting together the component parts of the new tree guards - Christopher Coghlan and 

Mike Hartnell, with local tree wardens Jeremy Evans and Ann Hanks 



Species planted included small-leaved lime, holly and laurel as well as a run of hedging 
plants which interspersed hawthorn, hazel and both white and red dogwood.  Those of us 
used to taking great care and time over planting individual trees and shrubs in our 
gardens, were amazed how quickly a visual statement can be made when planting in 
'bulk'.  Of course, it is economically important that at all times planting is done with the 
wellbeing of the tree in mind.  For instance, pot grown trees, produced using moisture 
retaining compost and slow-release fertiliser will have a better chance to establish 
themselves and thrive with the minimum of attention once planted out. 

 
Christopher Coghlan and  Mike Hartnell installing the new tree guard 

 

 



TREE PLANTING WEEK - CIRENCESTER 

Keith Mills led a small group who planted apple, walnut and cob nut trees amongst the 
existing orchard trees at Barton House Orchard.  Some years ago a few young trees had 
been added to the long established orchard.  Along with pruning work that has been under 
way in the last couple of years, this should encourage many more years of productivity. 

  
Derek Skinner prepares a selected spot for 

one of the additions 
Frank Gardner and Pamela Kingsford have 
used recycled bicycle inner tubes to tie-in 

this new apple tree 

 
 

 
A cob nut will provide interesting variety 



VISIT TO BROADFORD WOOD ARBORETUM, NEWENT - FOR THE LOVE OF TREES 
 

 
Barrie Wellington (right) introduces us to the layout of the Arboretum 

 
 

On a balmy summer evening members of the Group were given a tour of this remarkable 
Arboretum. Our guide was Barrie Wellington. Barrie is a Newent Town Councillor and very 
much the prime mover behind the creation and management of the Arboretum. The 
arboretum is on the southern side of this small Gloucestershire town tucked away down a 
narrow country lane. The site at 4 hectares is relatively small. This is a Millennium project 
sponsored by the Town Council who own the land. Started in April 2000 it has over 5,000 
trees and shrubs laid out in a series of blocks. The blocks are subdivided by walks, 
avenues, glades and drives which form an informal footpath network. Framed views 
provide a reminder of the edge of town location.  
 
Within the blocks are a series of emerging landscape features such as the Pine Circle and 
Oak Avenue. At the entrance is a large area of grass with a village green quality. This 
space is put to a range of uses; a place for play, events and picnics. The trees are 
predominantly native with alders, oak, field maple and limes. The pine and yew provide the 
evergreens. There are a few ornamental trees such as London plane, poplars and even a 
catalpa. Commemorative trees planted over the years have added to the stock. The 
Arboretum even acts as a home for unwanted trees. This adds unexpected variety as well 
as emphasising the place's community credentials. 
 
In only13 years since the start in 2000, tree growth has been remarkable. Many trees are 
now over 8 metres. This is not just due to a series of wet summers. Good ground 
preparation including sub soil cultivation to relieve compaction after years of sugar beet 
cropping is a factor, as is the use of skilled contractors. This includes one individual, Terry 
Fenton, who planted all 5,000 trees in a matter of days.  
 
Each year visitors will be able to notice some of the changes. The opportunity has been 
taken at Newent to add things such as a wetland and nesting boxes that extend the 
interest of the place. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
A quiet spot for contemplation 

 
Above all, the experience of Barrie Wellington has ensured high quality in terms of 
material, planting and subsequent management. The downside of this prodigious growth 
and planting at close centres has been the need to thin trees. Much tree removal has 
already taken place and will continue. The canopy is, in places, quite dense. The ongoing 
management is a creative process with decisions to be made which will significantly 
change the appearance of the Arboretum.  
 
The Arboretum is a remarkable asset particularly for a town as small as Newent. The far 
sightedness of the Town Council has provided a valuable resource for now and future 
generations to come. What we can see at Broadford Wood Arboretum is a place created 
out of a love of trees. 
 
Clive Rand 
 

 



 GETTING TO KNOW YOU 

CLIVE RAND - CHIPPING NORTON 

 

Cotswold Tree Warden Group is pleased to have people taking part in its training events 
and activities.  Clive lives in Chipping Norton, which is in West Oxfordshire District and 
does not currently have a Tree Warden Group.  So we were delighted when Clive enquired 
about working with our group and interviewed him for Tree and Leaf. 

Clive's response when asked  " What is your favourite type of tree and why?" was Field 
Maple [Acer Campestre], because the tree has wonderful leaf shape and colour which 
extends to the stems. Because they mainly propagate by seed there is so much natural 
variety between specimens. 

Moving further afield we asked "Which is your favourite tree in all the world?"  He told us "I 
have had the good fortune to see a great many outstanding trees in various parts of the 
world. More latterly I have come across gigantic specimens of Magnolia Grandiflora on the 
coast in Western France. The trees are the size of mini-Redwoods with billowing foliage 
which in early autumn is covered in the large characteristic creamy white flowers." 

It is always interesting for us to know people's background so we then asked Clive " Does 
your day job have anything to do with trees?"  Interestingly Clive's answer was  "I am 
recently retired, but I worked as a Landscape Architect and Master Planner.  Trees have 
been a consistent theme. More latterly in my projects I tried to introduce Garden City ideas 
with the emphasis on tree lined spaces, into major development schemes." 

"Why did you become a tree warden/involved with trees?"  was our next question and the 
answer revealed how a chance meeting sowed the seed so to speak.  " When I lived in 
Shropshire I came across an active Tree Warden. He was of great help in supporting local 
tree planting schemes I was trying to organise. I was impressed by the contribution this 
Tree Warden was making to create a better place to live. In my way I would like to make a 
similar contribution to the place I now live, Chipping Norton." 

Clive said that the impact his role as a tree warden would have on his town was "These 
are early days but there clearly is the potential in ensuring the continuity of tree cover in 
the town and surrounding countryside. The Victorians recognised the importance of trees 



and planted throughout the town including the impressive avenues on the approaches. In 
more recent years tree planting has been more sporadic. The town needs a new tree 
planting programme to ensure continuity for future generations." 

Other tree warden activities Clive would like to do in the town centres on the fact that he 
feels that a Tree Warden "can help foster greater awareness of trees and their 
contribution, together with a greater sense of community and individual responsibility." 

Our final question was " Are your family keen on trees too?" to which the answer was  
"Yes, but I don't think they have my enthusiasm for trees or willingness to get directly 
involved." 

Clive has already attended many of our sessions and is a very enthusiastic  addition to 
The Cotswold Tree Warden Group. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



NEWS FROM BATSFORD 

 

 
 

 
It’s been a funny old autumn at Batsford – in fact the whole year has proved a challenge 
weather-wise! 
 
After the incredibly cold and late spring we enjoyed one of the best summers ever in terms 
of visitor numbers.  But autumn itself was also very late arriving and it’s only really been in 
the last few weeks with the weather turning colder that people have been feeling autumnal! 
 
It may have been late arriving but once again the arboretum has performed beautifully!  It’s 
always a wonderful sight during the mild autumn months but this year’s colour was more 
dazzling than ever and it seems a shame to move onto winter – although it is another 
lovely time in the arboretum, particularly after a heavy frost when the trees and plants take 
on a magical new quality.  It’s also a wonderful time to see all the berries – with sorbus 
and cotoneaster to name but a few good species, as well as the wonderful stems of shrubs 
like cornus. 
 
Christmas is just around the corner now and we’ll have our usual fantastic range of trees, 
decorations and wreaths – as well as our special Festive Friday events starting on 
November 29th and taking place between 5 and 7pm each Friday in the run up to 
Christmas.  It’s a great chance to pick up everything you need to make your home look 
wonderful as well as gorgeous gift ideas.  For the little ones there’s an illuminated 
Christmas trail in the arboretum and visits to Santa and there’ll also be music from local 
choirs and festive fare in the Garden Terrace Café. 
 



If you’re looking for a very special gift this Christmas, why not buy a season ticket for a 
friend (or yourself!).  They’re great value at just £55 for two people and £35 for single 
membership – giving year round access to our beautiful arboretum. 
 
We’re open every day except Christmas Day over the festive period and, as usual will be 
offering a free glass of mulled wine to arboretum visitors on Boxing Day when we’re open 
between 10 and 3pm. 
 
However you’re spending the holidays, we wish you all a very peaceful Christmas and a 
very Happy New Year. 

 
Keep in touch with Batsford by signing up to our mailing list via the website at 
www.batsarb.co.uk or follow us on Facebook (Facebook.com/BatsfordArboretum) and 
Twitter (@batsfordA).  Batsford Arboretum is just a mile and a half from historic  Moreton-
in-Marsh and is open every day except Christmas Day from 9am to 5pm. 

 

http://www.batsarb.co.uk/


ORCHARD DAYS AT BARTON HOUSE, CIRENCESTER 

 
The Group's relationship with Barton House Orchard was further consolidated this autumn 
when Frank and Marilyn Gardner suggested that Community Orchard Days be held at their 
most pleasing site just off Cirencester Park. 

 

 
 

In total contrast to 2012, when the whole orchard yielded only a handful of apples, the 
2013 crop reflected the situation across  much of Gloucestershire, with a bumper yield.  
Unable to make personal use of this, the Gardner's invited the public to 'bring a bag' and 
help themselves on two separate weekends, with voluntary donations to be made to Group 
funds.  Frank himself distributed a number of posters around town and despite varying 
weather a decent turnout resulted with a number of delighted locals, plus a couple of 
visitors, heading home laden with produce for the kitchen and fruit bowl.  
 
Group members were in attendance throughout the opening times, with cakes and apple 
juice to tempt further donations from those who ventured in.  Even some people resident in 
this side of town were surprised at the extent of, and variety of trees in, this predominantly 
apple orchard.   
 
We are grateful to our hosts for allowing the Group, as well as the public, to benefit. 

 



GEOFF'S GARDENING CORNER 
 

 
Winter Trees In Our Gardens 

 
Although gripped by frost and ice, winter need not signal the end of the garden year. 
Indeed, in contrast to the thrill of spring and abundance of summer I look forward to the 
bareness of winter. This is the time of year when I see things completely differently. Gone 
are the bright distracting colours of spring bulbs, the shiny lime green of new leaves and 
the sweet summery scent of flowers. Instead there is a naked space in all its bare glory 
with nothing to distract the eye or mind from the basic layout and structure of the garden.  
 
Seeing the bare bones of a garden in winter and applying some constructive criticism 
(often helped by taking photographs which you can study in the warmth and comfort of 
your armchair), can pay dividends next year. Practically any garden can benefit from a 
thorough examination of the framework upon which the stylish clothes of spring and 
summer will hang next year. My tiny courtyard garden benefits hugely from its annual 
critical revue which also gives me the perfect excuse to visit larger, grander gardens when 
they are quiet and to ’borrow’ ideas that I would never have thought of. 
 
At this time of year we have the perfect opportunity to evaluate either the lack of trees in 
our garden or whether existing trees need pruning. Indeed, now is the perfect time to ask 
yourself if they are really, really occupying the spot that makes the most of their structural 
impact. A well placed tree, (even in a big pot) can provide a focal point, a counter balance 
for other large, possibly overbearing objects, structure, winter interest or evergreen year 
around interest. Deciding to remove trees purely for aesthetic reasons can be difficult to do 
but it can also provide a golden opportunity to plant a new, possibly a more appropriate 
specimen that really helps to bring the garden to life. 
 
Geoff Carr Garden Design 



 TREE SURVEYING ABBEY GROUNDS, CIRENCESTER 

A discussion between Cirencester tree wardens and the Town Council has resulted in the 
Group assisting the latter with recording details about the many trees which make the 
Abbey Grounds such a pleasant, open space.  

 

 
Bourton-on-the-Water Tree Warden, Sue Pacini, compiling data on a Prunus in the Abbey 

Grounds 
 

Already under way when CTWG agreed to assist, the task involves the use of a hand-held 
device to log data regarding the condition of individual trees. Satellite technology enables 
the position of each tree to be recorded on a map already loaded into the device.  Data 
can later be uploaded into the Town Council's permanent records to assist future 
management of the trees.  Each tree is identifiable from a small metal tag bearing a 
stamped number. 
 
In common with other activities of the group, parish boundaries are irrelevant, and a 
number of wardens have come into Cirencester to do a stint, as well as to find out how to 
use the technology. 
 
Alan Jones 

 
Nigel Wells and Ann record a conifer behind the lake



AN INTRODUCTION TO THE PROCESS OF TREE AND SHRUB IDENTIFICATION 
 
I remember walking onto the beach at Lyme Regis, to look for fossils and reading that the 
best thing to take onto the beach was a good pair of eyes.  The same applies with tree and 
shrub identification.  Good observational qualities are essential for anyone wishing to be 
successful.  Patience is also helpful as it has sometimes taken a number of years before I 
got an answer to some plants that I have first encountered.  A good camera can also be 
very helpful as this allows us to capture information and details that we may have missed 
in that first excitement of discovery.  This leads us on nicely to the question of what are we 
looking for and this covers many things and hopefully brings out the detective in us.  Over 
the next few paragraphs I will take you through my process of identification and hope that 
it may help you in your endeavours.  
 
I guess we should also say that when you are first starting, then getting to a genus level in 
itself is no mean achievement.  After studying and enjoying trees all my life I am still quite 
happy with this at times.  This is particularly so with some of the big group of plants such 
as eucalyptus, rhododendrons and oak.  With around 600 plus species in each genus and 
numerous cultivars it is just about impossible to get to species level by just seeing the 
leaves.  Some species are of course immediately recognizable from leaves alone.  This to 
some degree is also a process of elimination and playing the odds.  For instance if I am 
out in the countryside around Malmesbury and I come across a large oak with typical oak 
like leaves and a short petiole then I would be fairly happy to identify it as Quercus robur, 
Common Oak.  If I am walking around Kew and come across the same situation then it 
gets much more complicated and I would probably fall back on ‘it’s an oak’.  I feel it is 
vitally important that you do not name a plant if you are not sure what it is.  In some cases 
however I would often say this plant looks very much like and if you ever see a plant name 
with aff. (affinis : having affinity with, near to) between the genus and species name then 
the person naming it is really saying it looks very much like this but I can’t be absolutely 
sure.  Always a good ‘get out’ clause! 
 
For the purposes of this article I am presuming several things but most of all that most of 
us can differentiate between a conifer and a broadleaved tree?  If not, then many good 
books can help with this issue. 
 

 
Fraxinus chinensis Rhynchophylla - Chinese ash 



Okay let’s start with the thing that is on the plant for most of the year and most of us tend 
to look at immediately, the leaves.  Firstly we should decide whether it is a simple leaf, one 
made up of various leaflets or a conifer.  I will not go into details of these but our common 
Sycamore is a good example of a simple leaf while Ash is a good example of a compound 
leaf and Scots Pine a conifer, see images.  Many good books can give you greater detail 
about this than I can in the few paragraphs I have here.  What is essential is that you pick 
a typical leaf from the tree in question and this can be much harder than anticipated and at 
times we have all been guilty of using the first leaf one sees when trying to put a name to a 
plant.  Once you have a typical leaf selected then just what are the details you need to 
look at and record if you do not immediately identify the plant: 

 Size, both length and width; 

 Overall shape; 

 Are the margins toothed and if so what type of teeth?; 

 How long is the petiole and this can be very variable, does it have a groove is it 
round, flat etc?; 

 Does the leaf have any lobes, such as the Sycamore? - if so how many; 

 What is the texture of the leaf like, is it likely to be evergreen or deciduous?; 

 If you have a conifer leaf then deciding on the genus is relatively simple the vast 
majority of times; 

 What type of hairs are present, if any and are they a particular colour?  Again 
remember that the later in the season the less helpful hairs become, they can drop 
off or get discoloured; 

 What is the arrangement of leaves on the shoot?  Most can be categorised as 
opposite or alternate.  Sycamore for example are decussate, in opposite pairs, each 
pair at right angles to the next.  This is very distinctive of the Maples, the genus 
Acer. 

 

 
Acer pseudoplatanus - Sycamore 

 
Leaves are probably what most of us start with, but at times it is simply not enough to have 
a typical leaf and this is where it is important to get as many clues as you can.  Other 
elements play their part depending on the season and two of the more useful are fruits and 



flowers. Though they rarely lead to a particular species, they can very often confirm that 
you have the correct genus.  This in combination with other features often leads to a 
species.  With fruits -  and I include the seeds in with this - then I would look for: 

 Size and number of both fruit, seeds and flowers can be critical, lots of small fruits 
or flowers in bunches may suggest a Sorbus whilst a few large/larger fruits and 
flowers may suggest a Malus, an Apple; 

 How many petals does the flower have, this can help differentiate between two very 
similar plants, Deutzia have 5 petals and Philadelphus have 4 petals; 
 

  
Deutzia Philadelphus 

 

 Colour can also be most important and this also applies to any visible seeds; 

 Is the fruit woody or fleshy in texture?  Beware a few deciduous plants such as 
Alder do produce a woody fruit containing seed; 

 If fruit are relatively hard and woody in nature then there is a good case to presume 
it is a conifer.  Note whether the cone is upright or pendulous on the shoot, does it 
disintegrate on the tree or fall off whole.  This is particularly helpful in confirming 
that you have the correct genus. 

 
Buds, bark and shoots, during the winter months, can be helpful to the overall identification 
process but rarely will they suggest a species on their own.  Some will however put a plant 
in a particular group within a genus.  A good example of this are the buds on a specific 
group of maples.  If you have decided that the plant is a maple then the buds, if they are 
stalked (see image) reduces the choice of species from around 200 down to around 20.   
 

 
Acer davidii - Père David's Maple 



 
Other things to consider with buds and shoots are: 
 

 Shape of bud, some can be quite square in shape.  Does it have a rounded or 
pointed end?; 

 Is the bud sticky?; 

 How many bud scales does it have and are they overlapping? Some have only two 
whilst some have many; 

 Are the scales, shoots hairy? 

 Colour can also be important; 

 Bark can be most attractive but whether it is fissured, flaking or smooth is probably 
the most helpful thing to record. 
 

 

 
Lastly I always look at the form and habit of a particular specimen that I am working on.  
This at times is critical to the identification process.  With young plants this can be difficult 
but one can often get a feel as to whether it is going to make a large tree or a small shrub.  
This can lead you very quickly to a genus or species.  Form and habit also has its 
difficulties with big groups of trees, such as the oaks, as they can be huge trees or small 
shrubs. 
 
Well, I guess that gives a fairly brief introduction to what to look for, the next step is then to 
translate this into the full identification of the species involved and for this you need to 
consult an information source.  For my generation this involved getting a book out of the 
library, but today the web and various chat rooms on the web can be very helpful.  Which 
you choose is entirely down to personal preference and I wish you every success.  The 
most important thing is that you have a go, no one minds if you get it wrong  - all of us 
have at some stage and we all learn as we go along.  
 
Hugh C. Angus - Freelance Dendrologist 
 



MADE FROM WOOD 
 
Need a new fence, gate or other wooden garden/estate products?  A recent visit to Hailey 
Wood Sawmills, based  on the edge of the Bathurst Estate woodlands, just off the A419 
between Cirencester and Stroud, showed me how their beautifully crafted products are 
made.      
 
I was privileged to be allowed access to view how the timbers are initially  prepared.  It 
takes a lot of skill to process these timbers. 
 

 
Cutting an oak log into planks 

 
The sawmill's Proprietors, Ian Elphick and Mark Gooding, who took over the sawmill in 
1996, have between them over sixty years experience in the industry.   
 
The majority of the softwood is sourced from the Estate.  Oak beams and lintels are cut to 
order.  The team of skilled craftsmen create bespoke items which can be treasured. 
 
   

 

 

 

What a lot of timber they have! 

 



     

 

 
Log Store  Arbour Seat 

 
With log burning stoves becoming increasingly popular a log store is a useful addition to 
dry and store your logs. 
 
Sitting in one of their Arbour Seats, whether to relax with a cool drink after gardening in the 
summer or wrapping up warmly with a mug of coffee in winter, is a really pleasurable way 
to view your garden. 
 
And if you drive a small saloon, don't worry, delivery can be arranged (within a 50 mile 
radius.) 
 
Once back home I surveyed my patch - will be back to Hailey Wood for supplies! 
 
Ann Jones 
 

http://www.haileywoodsawmill.co.uk/index.html 
 

 
 



AGM AND FURTHER TREE TALES 

 
Our AGM this year took place once again by courtesy of Cotswold District Council in the 
Council Chamber at Trinity Road, Cirencester.  Despite an invitation to fill vacancies on the 
committee, there were no volunteers from the general membership.  The existing 
committee was therefore re-elected, with just the addition of Alan Jones, who had already 
been assisting Ann with various duties. 
 
The evening started with a buffet, plus the popular desserts, once again kindly donated by 
Jean Nunn (Poulton Parish).  Janet Campbell, from Ampney Crucis, was surprised but 
pleased to be given a bunch of flowers and certificate to acknowledge her long service as 
Tree Warden to the parish. After the AGM we were given a most interesting presentation 
by Cotswold District Council Tree Officer, Ben Holding, some excerpts from which  follow: 
  

The Stories Trees Can Tell 
 
Trees lay down a new layer of wood around their circumference each year and, unless 
decayed away by fungi, this wood layer stays as a lasting record of events that took place 
when the wood was being formed. This is the basis for dendrochronology - the dating of 
timber based on comparison of growth ring widths. 
 

 
A mature tree with a fairly regular growth pattern 

 
The size of trees varies according to their growing conditions, so a "smaller" tree may 
easily be older than a "larger" one.  However, as well as determining the age of a tree from 
the number of rings,  trees can tell us much about their history from the pattern of rings. 
 
Each year a tree produces an annual ring of growth, which consists of two bands, one of 
earlywood and another of latewood. Earlywood is formed in spring during rapid growth, 
with new cells having large cell cavities and thin walls. During the summer, when there is 
less moisture, new cells have smaller cavities and thicker walls, forming latewood. 
 
Narrow growth rings present across many species in the same location may tell us that 
there was a short summer or a drought that year. If confined to just one species such as 
oak, they may indicate high levels of defoliation by caterpillars in that year. Wide rings in 
an individual tree in one year may tell us that the tree benefited when an overshadowing 
neighbouring tree was removed or fell, giving our tree more light. 



 
 

 
 
In urban trees, the pruning of roots and branches or damage during building works can 
leave tell tale marks and patterns in growth rings. Pruning cuts and items such as wires 
and nails may be sealed within the wood and remain as a record of past management. 
 

 
A tree with a pruning cut (top arrow), has many years later grown round that cut, but still  

just shows external evidence ( bottom arrow) of that earlier injury 
 

An additional interesting point relates to the different methods used by trees to achieve the 
same result. When faced with circumstances which cause them to tilt, gymnosperms and 
angiosperms react differently in their attempt to straighten. [Gymnosperm - a plant with a 
seed which is not enclosed in an ovule - e.g. a pine cone; Angiosperm - a plant with a 
seed which is enclosed in an ovule - e.g. an apple; See elsewhere for a fuller description 
of this topic.]  Gymnosperms produce reaction wood on the tilt side of the tree, whereas 
angiosperms produce it on the opposite side to the tilt - see the figure below. 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 
If you know of any large old trees that have to be felled, let me know as I might be 
interested to see what stories the wood may tell about the past as experienced by that 
tree. 
 
Ben Holding 
ben.holding@cotswold.gov.uk 
 

 



 
WESTONBIRT - HOW THE LIME TREES GREW 

 
Those of you who attended Conference in June, or recall our last issue of Tree and Leaf, 
will be aware of the work done to the ancient tilia cordata - small-leaved limes - at 
Westonbirt Arboretum last spring.  The photo below shows the coppiced stools (with the 
cut wood at far left formed into an interesting "living" sculpture). 

 

 
15th June 2013 

Only two months later - 21st August - on a Royal Forestry Society meeting visit to 
Westonbirt, we were able to see the speedy growth which had already taken place to the 
coppiced ring of tilia cordata. 
 

 
21st August 2013



 

 
 
 

 

  

TREE AND LEAF 
ETC. 

 Have you or your parish 
any interesting items or 
events which you would 
like to report on in Tree 
and Leaf?   

 Have you places to visit 
you wish to share? 

Please submit any articles to Ann 
Jones, either electronically to 
twgcotswold@yahoo.co.uk or by 
post addressed to 161 Alexander 
Drive, Cirencester, 
Gloucestershire, GL7 1UQ.   
 
Visit The Cotswold Tree 
Warden Group Website  
http://www.cotswoldtreewardengroup.org.uk/ 
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