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COMMEMORATING ALL THOSE WHO SUFFERED 
AS A RESULT OF WORLD WAR ONE 

 

On Thursday 4th December 2014 two tree planting ceremonies took place.  These were to 
pay tribute, one hundred years on, to all those people who suffered as a result of the First 
World War.  Funds were generously raised by attendees via an auction at the Drinks and 
Canapés Event held at Barton House, Cirencester last May and also through the sale of 
cakes to friends at Cotswold District Council. 

The tree species chosen was Tilia cordata "Greenspire", a variety of the small-leaved lime 
which is grown in good numbers in France, where of course, the majority of the war 
casualties/suffering took place. 

 
Mark Tufnell, Mike Hartnell (Chairman of the Cotswold Tree Warden Group) and Earl Bathurst with the Tilia 

cordata "Greenspire" being planted at Calmsden. 
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To represent the many rural communities which provided so much to the war effort in 
terms of manpower and  food, we chose Calmsden.  The Cotswold Tree Warden Group, 
when becoming independent of Cotswold District Council, received valuable support from 
Mark Tufnell, then a councillor.  At his estate in the village a spot was picked near the 
ancient cross, where a tree can be seen by villagers and passers-by alike.  

 
Calmsden residents and estate staff with CTWG committee members 

The second site selected was in Cirencester Park, in the vicinity of the Queen Anne 
Monument.  (This can be accessed from the park's main rides or via the gate through from 
the Stroud Road car park entrance to Deer Park.)  At the ceremony, Earl Bathurst 
explained that the site was an appropriate one, since there had been a military camp in the 
immediate vicinity during WW1, where the Warwickshire Yeomanry undertook training.  
Older residents of the area may even be aware of the WW2 military activity on the same 
part of the park, as the last of a number of Nissen huts were removed no more than 20 
years ago. These had been in use as part of a hospital for American troops. 

Today's visitors to the Park may be impressed by the considerable number of trees which 
are spread throughout the park.  This however is many fewer than our predecessors will 
have been accustomed to.  The estate contributed to the (Second World) war effort by 
providing much timber, some of which went into the production of RAF planes.  Fortunately 
a plan to cut down the trees lining the main avenue through the park was avoided. 

The two Small-leaved lime trees have been planted in a position which, when taken along 
with two Black poplar recently added, gives a little more definition  back to this part of the 
ride around the Queen Anne Monument.  Let us hope they will develop over the years and 
contribute to the pleasure felt by those who enjoy the surroundings, as well as serving as a 
reminder of what so many people went through a century ago. 

 



 
Earl Bathurst gets "stuck in" planting on his estate, with advice from Mark Tufnell (left) and Mike Hartnell. 

 

 
The planting site adjacent to the Queen Anne Monument 



CELEBRATING FORTY YEARS SINCE THE 
FOUNDING OF THE TREE COUNCIL 

 
The Tree Council is 
celebrating 40 years since it 
was founded, and tree 
wardens from across the 
country – including Cotswold 
District - were invited to a 
reception at the House of 
Lords to celebrate their 
achievements. 
  
Viscount Colville of Culross 
and Dan Rogerson, 
Parliamentary Under 
Secretary of State for water, 
forestry, rural affairs and 
resource management, both 
made speeches highlighting 
the importance of trees in 
the environment and the 
power of forests to enhance 
the feeling of wellbeing.  
  
Mrs Ann Jones, Co-
ordinator/Secretary of the 
Cotswold Tree Warden Group 
attended the reception, 
accompanied by Cllr Mrs 
Carole Topple, the Cotswold 
District Council Cabinet 
Member for Health and 
Wellbeing. 
  
Mrs Jones was very pleased 
with the outcome:  
“This is the sort of high profile 
event which shines the 
spotlight on the work that Tree 
Wardens do to protect such a 
vital part of our heritage.  It’s 
hard to imagine the Cotswolds 
without its vast array of trees, 
and we are committed to 
preserving our enviable range 
of specimens for future 
generations to enjoy.”  

 

 
 

Cllr Topple added: 
“We are very fortunate to have such a dedicated group of 
volunteers in our District. The Cotswold Tree Wardens 
are extremely enthusiastic and knowledgeable and they 
continue to work in close harmony with officers at the 
Council, maintaining an impressive variety and quality of 
trees. Ours is one of the most active – and praised – tree 
preservation groups in the country and it was a pleasure 
to attend the House of Lords reception and hear about 
achievements and plans for the future.” 

--------------------------------------------------------------------- 
The Tree Council's goal is to make trees matter to everyone. It works towards: 

- More trees of the right kind, in the right place 
- Better care for trees of all ages 

- Inspiring effective action for trees 
 

The Tree Council is, of course, the parent body of The Tree Warden Scheme. 
 



PESTS AND DISEASES TRAINING EVENING 

Tree wardens and friends, including members of the Arboricultural Association, gathered 
at Sapperton in September for an evening on Pests & Diseases.  Making use of the 
precious remaining daylight we took a short stroll through to a point near the end of Broad 
Ride, where Keith Mills(Forestry Manager) and Ben Holding led a discussion on some of 
the species in this part of the Bathurst Estate.  With a very high percentage of ash, the 
potential damage to the visual amenity of the area could be substantial if, (perhaps we 
should say when?) chalara fraxinea moves into this region.   

Moving through into an adjacent pocket of woodland, we looked at trees which could be 
victim to any of a number of pests and diseases.  Our attention was also drawn directly to 
some which had succumbed.  The Corsican pine - shown below - are very disappointing 
specimens, which have been affected by red band needle blight (Dothistroma 
septosporum).  This fungal disease is one to which the Corsican pine is particularly 
susceptible. The ends of the needles turn reddish-brown and infected needles are then 
generally lost.  The vitality of the tree may well be affected, especially if the problem recurs 
year on year. There is no treatment to combat this disease.   

 
The effect of red band needle blight on Corsican pine 

 
With the light fading, we made our way to the Village Hall, kindly made available to us by 
fellow Tree Warden, Paul Dingley and his colleagues of the Village Hall Committee.  
Fortified by tea/coffee and a slice or two of home-made cake, we settled down to a 
presentation by Ben Holding.  With a plethora of potential topics available on Pests and 
Diseases, Ben chose - rather than dipping into various issues - to concentrate his talk on 
one particular area, galls. Ben is very knowledgeable on these and surely surprised at 
least one or two professionals in the audience with the range of these abnormal growths of 
plant tissue.  Galls can result from the actions of various parasites - sometimes fungi or 
bacteria, with others, insects or mites. Here are some very different galls, covered in Ben's 
talk that you might spot on your travels: 
1. Spangle neurotis  - A gall on pedunculate or sessile oak, caused by a gall wasp. 
2. Knopper gall - On acorns, caused by a gall wasp. 
3. Rose gall - mostly on field rose or dog rose and again caused by a gall wasp.  Would 
you realise this isn't a flower? 
4. Lime nail - on Common lime, this is the odd one out, caused by a mite. 
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VISIT  WITH THE RFS TO BATHURST ESTATE 

Some Tree Wardens joined the Royal Forestry Society's visit to Cirencester Park on 4th 
October. Hosted by our President, Earl Bathurst, who is also Vice President of the 
Gloucestershire Division of the RFS, we were greeted by a rainy start to the day.  However 
by the afternoon, all was clear and pleasant, as can be seen in the photo of the beech 
seed collection area shown below. 

 

 
 

In the morning we visited the College Plots, near the Stroud Road. This area was planted 
a little over a century ago for experimental purposes to aid study by the students at the 
Royal Agricultural College. Some of those trees still survive amongst more recent infill -  
included are Beech, Scots Pine, Norway Maple and interestingly at Christmas, Nordmann 
Fir, now gracing many of our living rooms.  
 
Trees were planted in  varying combinations and layouts, with a view to assessing how 
they performed as they grew.  Contemporary records show that a number of the trees 
planted failed to survive due to frost damage or attack by pests, such as the Cockchafer 
beetle grub (Beech)  and the Tortrix moth (Scots Pine).  So, weather and pests, nothing 
much changes - or does it? It is interesting to note that, for example, 18"-24" Beech trees 
bought in 1905 cost 35 shillings (£1.75 for the less senior of you) per 1000! 
 
Practical information resulted, as for instance where alternate rows of Scots Pine and 
Common Spruce were planted. With different rates of growth, the Pine tended to outstrip 
the Spruce, which became a poor underwood.  Later however, probably with the 
assistance of the forester in thinning, the Spruce was able to outgrow the Pine. 
 
One of the pests not spotted in the records of  this plantation was the grey squirrel. In the 
afternoon we visited the wonderfully tall and straight beech trees, a popular source of 
seed, which in a good year provides a worthwhile source of income.  However the 
discussion diverted to the topic of the grey squirrel - to the woodland owner a most serious 
issue, threatening loss of income and perhaps even livelihood, because of their destructive 
impact.  The effect on those of us who simply appreciate trees may appear less. However 
we cannot ignore the potential loss to our landscape which could result from the 
combination of pests and diseases, be it squirrels and chalara fraxinea or any of the other 
many problems that are out there - or that haven't even been discovered yet. 
 



 FUNGI AGM 
 

The group held its AGM at the Council Chamber of Cotswold District Council, Cirencester 
on Thursday 16th October.  This was followed by a presentation by Ben Holding,  Tree 
Officer at the Council, on Fungi. 
 

The AGM  included the usual required 
elements, including Chairman's and 
Finance Officer's reports and the election of 
the committee.  Disappointingly, no new 
volunteers came forward.  Mike Hartnell 
agreed to serve another year as our 
Chairman. The Committee is therefore: 
Chairman - Mike Hartnell 
Vice Chairman - Christopher Coghlan 
Co-ordinator/Secretary - Ann Jones 
Finance Officer - Jan Mills 
Publicity Officer - Alan Jones 
Committee Members - Diane Cresswell, 
Keith Mills, John Reynolds, plus Tree 
Council representative, Jon Stokes  
 
 Ben Holding then gave an informative 
presentation on fungi, some edible and 
some definitely not so! As well as a 
Powerpoint presentation he had with him a 
selection of interesting fungi to add further 
interest for the group.  
 
An interesting example is Fomes 
fomentarius, understandably more easily 
referred to as Hoof fungus.  Mainly found 
on beech in southern Britain, but also on 
birch, this is a form of white-rot, which can 
make the wood brittle, though large trees 
with ample residual wood can survive a 
long while. 

 
 
 
 

 
Ben Holding sets out samples for use in his 

presentation 

 

 
Hoof fungus 



 
 
 

 

 

 



KEW SEED GATHERING TRAINING FOR VOLUNTEERS 
 

On 6th November, Mike Hartnell and a group of Tree Wardens and friends spent a most 
interesting day at Westonbirt.  This was the venue for a training session to enable us to be 
allowed to collect tree seed for the Kew Millenium Seed Bank. 
 
The intention is to collect seed from a specified range of species, which can be frozen and, 
later, mostly released for research purposes. Because Kew does not have sufficient staff  
'in house', they instigated this programme of training-up volunteers to be able to work to 
set rules.  Simon Toomer, Director of Westonbirt Arboretum, kindly allowed us the use of 
an education room for a morning's indoor training.  We then moved outside to look at the 
practical aspect of seed collection, consuming our lunch outdoors, returning to the training 
room for a roundup and refreshments. 
 

 

 
Use of a long pole to bring down seed from a Hornbeam 

 
The programme of collection is being done over a period up to 2017, covering at least 45 
trees and shrub species which are deemed nationally important. Wherever possible, seed 
for each species will be collected from each of the 24 different geographical areas 
designated by the Forestry Commission.  Additionally, there is a further subdivision with 
seed being sought from trees either sides of a 300 metre contour level. 
 
Seed collecting should be undertaken, with the landowner's permission, from trees 
"naturally-occurring", i.e. not planted and from a selection of trees within the same locality, 
not just an individual specimen.  As part of the collection programme - in advance of actual 
collection - we will be expected to monitor a proposed collection site, gather information to 
assist in the confirmation of the species and to assess the likely yield and timing of the 
seed reaching maturity.  As many of any batch of seed gathered will not be viable (empty, 
infested or damaged), a test will need to be done to estimate the viable percentage.  This 
will allow us to calculate the number of seed required to obtain a healthy 10,000 seed 
yield.  This level may of course be difficult to achieve in a poor season or from the more 



scarcely found species.  Many seed which are found on the ground will be past their best 
or damaged and so this apparently easy option is not allowed! Seed should be collected 
from all parts of the tree, not just the easy to reach areas. 
 
Interestingly, the aim is not to obtain seed from just good quality trees.  By collecting from 
weaker trees, it could assist in researching for genetic improvements.  From this you may 
guess that seed from different trees should be kept separately.  Record keeping  is 
therefore also important throughout, with Kew wishing to know where each batch has 
come from.  At some point in the future, the outcome of research may result in them 
wanting to find any tree from which the seed has come. 
 
As part of the information recording of the collection, we will be required to submit a 
herbarium specimen, a preserved sample of stems/leaves/fruit/seeds. 
  

 
How to make a herbarium specimen 

 
Our group will be concentrating our efforts on the small-leaved lime - Tilia cordata. Once 
this is achieved, we may be able to move onto another species, if the collection for all the 
list hasn't otherwise been met.  We also anticipate working with, and on behalf of, the 
Royal Forestry Society in obtaining Silver birch seed. 
 

 
VISIT WESTONBIRT - THE NATIONAL ARBORETUM 

 

Contact 
Westonbirt Arboretum 

 

01666 880220 

westonbirt@forestry.gsi.gov.uk 

 

Opening & Parking 
Opening Times: 

Open 9am - 5pm every day except Christmas 

Day. 

*last admission is 4:45pm 

 
 

mailto:westonbirt@forestry.gsi.gov.uk


 
 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS WITH THE COTSWOLD TREE WARDEN GROUP 

Our planned events arranged for 2015 are shown below. Further information may be found 
on our website early in the New Year or from Co-ordinator Ann Jones (see details on the 
back page). 

   28th February 2015 Coppicing and Hedgelaying Course, North Cotswolds 
12th March 2015 Talk on “How to make woodlands pay” 
18th March 2015 Orchard Training Course 

* May 2015 May Walk 
20 June 2015  Conference to be held at Colesbourne 

* July 2015 Assessing trees for a Tree Preservation Order and how TPO's 
and Conservation Areas protect trees 

September 2015 AGM and Social evening 
* Precise dates to be 

confirmed 
 

 

 



NEWS FROM BATSFORD 
 Events at Batsford Arboretum 

 
Here are the details of the activities scheduled for Batsford Arboretum for the coming 
months: 
 
14 February 2015  
Valentine's Day -  Treat the one you love to a romantic day out at Batsford Arboretum. 
Enjoy a Valentine's Day lunch at The Garden Terrace Cafe and walk around the 
Arboretum for only £29.95 per couple. This fantastic deal includes; main course, dessert, 
hot drink and Arboretum entrance for 2. 

 
21 February to 14 March 2015 
Snowdrop Time - Batsford's snowdrops should be at their absolute peak of floral 
gorgeousness. Wander through drifts of aconites and snowdrops and spoil yourself with 
lunch or afternoon tea in the Garden Terrace Cafe and a spot of retail therapy - the perfect 
way to warm up again. 
 

 
Snowdrops at the Arboretum 

 
 

1 March to 31 March 2015 
Daffodil & early Magnolia Month - It’s the start of blossom time at beautiful Batsford 
Arboretum. March is the perfect time to see our host of golden daffodils in all their spring 
glory! Wander through swathes of yellow and enjoy the spring sunshine from beneath our 
glorious tree canopy – starting to show signs of life again after the winter including the 
early flowering, blowsy magnolias starting to bloom. 

 
15 March 2015  
Mothering Sunday - What better way to show Mum how much you love her than with a visit 
to Batsford Arboretum at the height of spring bulb colour? We'll be spoiling Mums rotten 
with free entry to the arboretum when accompanied by a child. 
 



 

 
Blossom Walk 

 

28 March to 1 April 2015  
Big Batsford Chicken Hunt - You may have heard of an Easter Egg hunt, now find the 
chickens that laid them! They’re all hiding in the arboretum.  Simply mark their locations on 
our map to win a prize!  The Chicken Hunt costs £2.50 per child (plus Arboretum entrance 
fee) and all children must be accompanied by an adult.  

 

 
 



GEOFF'S GARDENING CORNER 
 

Trees For Small Gardens 2 
 
As memories of summer fade so too does the colour of flowers and leaves and we are 
once again left with a garden bereft of its clothes. Gone are all the fluffy and fancy bits and 
only the skeletons and bones remain, forming a meagre image that greets you as you 
open the curtains every wintery morning. But your garden does not have to stop working 
for you during the months between November and March.  
 
There are many ways to make the garden an interesting and rewarding place even in the 
grey depths of an English winter. For example, a feature or focal point that remains hidden 
by summer foliage can now be allowed to jump out and provide drama or direction to the 
eye. Carefully chosen plants that give summer interest in the beds can also provide winter 
interest through their seed heads, stems and flower spikes. 
  
A third option for winter interest is a well placed tree, which gives valuable structure and a 
focal point, whether evergreen or deciduous.  Now is a good time of year to buy and plant 
trees, so here is a list of trees that are suitable for all gardens but especially those small 
spaces that need to make every single plant work hard for its keep:  acer, birch, cherry, 
handkerchief tree, laburnum, mountain ash, pear, quince, hawthorn, crab apple and 
wisteria. Some of these trees can even be successfully grown for years in a pot placed on 
a patio. Check before you buy a tree that it really is suitable for the space available, and be 
aware of potential problems from root growth too.  
 
For more tree-related information visit the following web sites: - www.treecouncil.org.uk, 

www.rhs.org.uk, www.gardenersworld.com. 
 

 
Davidia involucrata (handkerchief tree, also known as dove tree or ghost tree) - Flowering branch 

 
(Photo: Myrabella / Wikimedia Commons / CC-BY-SA-4.0) 

 

If you wish to put gardening questions to Geoff or make suggestions for future articles, 
contact him on geoff_carr@hotmail.com  

http://www.treecouncil.org.uk/
http://www.rhs.org.uk/
http://www.gardenersworld.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Davidia_involucrata
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Myrabella
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Main_Page
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/


 
 

 

 
 
 

TREE AND LEAF 
ETC. 

 Have you or your parish any interesting items or events which you would like to 
report on in Tree and Leaf?   

 Have you places to visit you wish to share? 
 

Please submit any articles to Ann Jones, either electronically to twgcotswold@yahoo.co.uk 
or by post addressed to 161 Alexander Drive, Cirencester, Gloucestershire, GL7 1UQ.   
 

Visit The Cotswold Tree Warden Group Website 
http://www.cotswoldtreewardengroup.org.uk/ 

 
 

COTSWOLD TREE WARDEN GROUP - SUPPORTED BY: 
 

BATSFORD ARBORETUM AND 
 GARDEN CENTRE,  

 
CHARLTON ABBOTTS FORESTRY LTD, 

 
 COTSWOLD ESTATES AND GARDENS LTD, 

 
COTSWOLD TREE SURGEONS, 

 
 FARMINGTON TREES, 

  
MDH FORESTRY SERVICES LTD,  

 
TREE MAINTENANCE LTD. 
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