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CONFERENCE 2015

Sir Henry Elwes leads the delegates around his Arboretum

The Cotswold Tree Warden Group held their annual conference at Colesbourne on Saturday 20th
June, hosted by Sir Henry Elwes. The weather was excellent and complimented the superb
venue.
Following Group Chairman Mike Hartnell's welcome in the Long Room, there were talks by Jon
Stokes, of the Tree Council and Archie Miles, author and photographer. Sir Henry then gave a
presentation on the history of the estate. As thanks for hosting the event, Mike - on behalf of the
Tree Wardens - presented Sir Henry with a copy of "The British Oak", subsequently signed by the
author Archie Miles.
After an excellent buffet lunch the party were given a tour of the Arboretum by our host himself.
The Estate is renowned of course, not just in the Cotswolds, but much farther afield, for the
magnificent snowdrop collection. However the arboretum is a most worthwhile feature in its own
right. As with the snowdrop collection, the arboretum was initiated by Sir Henry's great
grandfather, Henry John Elwes (see the following article by Sir Henry). He was author of a

celebrated publication of the trees of Great Britain and Ireland and travelled widely, collecting many
rare species, some of which had not previously been grown on these isles.
Following his death, it is probably fair to say that the Arboretum was somewhat forgotten. However
Sir Henry inherited a rather run down estate in 1956. He set about demolishing the large Victorian
house, building the current, more manageable, property before subsequently turning his attention
to the grounds.
Most of the planting under his ownership
has remained in the parkland within easy
distance of the residence. Whilst at first
glance it may appear to be traditional British
parkland, on closer examination it will be
seen that the trees are not those normally
associated with such a setting. Sir Henry
has continued his ancestor's fascination
with varied species. Faced with the
uncertainty as to whether a particular tree
would cope with what, to it, may be alien
conditions - Cotswold brash is not the most
welcoming of terrain - he took the chance
and planted. Though he will have been
disappointed with some, overall it has been
a success. There are some splendid trees
and the overall impression given is one of
great pleasure.
Jon Stokes and Archie Miles, our readers
may be assured, have seen in their careers
a great number of trees, of woodlands, of
park settings. When therefore they are keen
to take a close look, to examine and to
photograph, we know we are spending our
time well discovering this Colesbourne
gem.
As we walked round, I believe we were all
impressed by his knowledge of genus and
species and the evident passion he has for
this branch of the natural world. He freely
admits that he regards time in his
arboretum as a day off!

By one of the Arboretum's Champion Trees Quercus velutina or Black oak

Amongst the specimens we saw as we
made our way comfortably round this
undulating but undemanding terrain was
Abies nordmanniana, the Nordmann fir.
Like, perhaps, the one you selected for your
lounge last Christmas, because you
understood it to be resistant to needle loss.
Sir Henry says the same, but you wouldn't
get this one in your lounge. I would
estimate it at some 35 feet.

Originating from Asia was Corylus avellana heterophylla, the Cut leaved hazel. A tree - or is it a
large shrub? No matter, it is nonetheless interesting - this was probably the first to be brought to
Britain and one found at Kew more recently may have been taken from it. Near the village church
is a Quercus Castaneifolia, the Chestnut leaved oak, more commonly found around the Caucasus
on the edge of Europe/Asia. Here it has thrived for many years and our group had no problem in
all gathering under its canopy.

The attractive leaves of the Champion tree, Cut leaved hazel - Corylus avellana Heterophylla
Our host and Jon Stokes aside, not many of us knew to look for Helix pomotia. A tree you don't
recognise? Quite right. It is the Roman snail. Brought, in all likelihood, to Britain by the Romans,
it is large and edible. The type known as the "escargot" of French cuisine, they can be found in a
limited number of sites including the chalk soil of part of the estate. We looked, but we didn't
harvest - after all, they are a protected species.

Archie Miles admires the Cut leaved alder - Alnus glutinosa Laciniata

When we asked Sir Henry what his favourite trees were, he was bound to find it difficult to name
just one. Some have been planted to mark special events - family births, anniversaries, and so on.
Others not common in this country, have successfully thrived. He did however offer from his
collection this Populus x canadensis 'Eugenei'

We returned via the Blue Lake - colloidal clay on the base of the lake is understood to give the
water its striking blue hue. Making our way back to the Long Room we found waiting for us the
customary tea and cake, to accompany closing remarks and thanks to all who had made the day a
success.

A 'BRIEF POTTED HISTORY' OF COLESBOURNE ESTATE
As presented by Sir Henry Elwes
For 400 years, Colesbourne was owned by Llanthony Priory as part of a considerable land holding.
At the time of the dissolution, it was the second-richest Augustinian Priory in England. The Guise
family, favourites of the King, gained Colesbourne as part of the Priory's assets, which then passed
through the Higgs family of Charlton Kings (1595-1672) and then to the Sheppards of
Minchinhampton and Gatcombe Park (1672-1770).
The Sheppards revitalised the Estate, adding a delightful front to the old Tudor farmhouse and new
bells to the church, cast in 1719.
The Estate was then bought by Frances Eyre, who later went into debt with several mortgages and
sold 1,600 acres and two manor houses of the estate in 1789. They were bought by John Elwes for
£23,000 (the equivalent of around £1 million in today's values).
John was the grandson of George Meggott, a well-known brewer of Southwark and son to a
celebrated miser (also named John), who had changed his name from Meggott to Elwes in order to
inherit the estate of his uncle, Sir Harvey Elwes, at Stoke by Clare in Suffolk.
Before he died, John Elwes senior had also invested in building on a lot of land north of Oxford
Street in London; including Portman Square, Cavendish Square and Portland Place.
His son and grandson - despite adding more land to Colesbourne, bringing the Estate to over
6,000 acres - still spent several months in the summer at Portman Square, as they were quite
metropolitan in their living style.
The earlier Sheppard house was demolished by the next John Elwes and replaced with a huge
Victorian mansion for his eleven children. One of those children was Henry John Elwes (18461922), my great-grandfather, whose feet were firmly fixed to Colesbourne – that is, apart from his
travels around the world!
At school, Henry started to study birds and butterflies and learned taxidermy from the tuck shop
owner – suspicious?! Aged 17, he visited the Western Isles for the first time, which was quite an
excursion in 1860. By the age of 19, after more trips to the Western Isles, including St Kilda, he
had made a substantial contribution to Robert Gray’s “Birds of West Scotland".
After five years serving in the army, he continued his travels around the world and was made a
Fellow of the Royal Society for his major work on the “Distribution of Asiatic Birds”.
After finding 2,000 bird skins in the house, his wife suggested plants may be a more appopriate
interest(!)... He then amassed the biggest collection of bulbous plants in the world with a record
100+ illustrated in “Curtis’s Botanical Magazine". Amongst these was the first large snowdrop ever
found (Galanthus elwesii) and Colesbourne now has the biggest collection in England with around
280 different varieties, a major winter attraction.

The original painting from 1875 of Galanthus elwesii for Curtis's Botanical Magazine

He carried on collecting butterflies all his life and 30,000 are currently in the Natural History
Museum.
After a prosperous time during the Napoleonic Wars, the agricultural depression began and
continued to worsen throughout Henry John Elwes’ life. It began with the repeal of the Corn Laws,
followd by the imports of cheap wheat from America in the new clipper ships and then the appalling
weather cycles of the 1870s and 1880s. Henry John was obliged to take in hand most of the tenant
farms when rents could no longer be paid. He bought 6,000 Cotswold sheep just to keep the land
in reasonable condition and stop the brambles and bushes from taking over. As you can imagine,
this cost a lot of money.
With the continuing depression, he wondered what else to do with the land. Between 1895 and
1910, as the farming prospects were still poor, new woodlands were planted on 900 acres of openwold land. The commercial value of trees for timber was Henry's mission and so the micro-climate
and soil conditions were studied carefully. When the woodlands were first planted, frost was
recorded in every month of the year from seven temperature stations. We are also on very shallow
soil with a high pH value.
Knowing little about them, Henry decided to write “The Trees of Great Britain and Ireland”,
recruiting the Irish botanist, Augustus Henry, to deal with the botanical side. It was the first serious
book on trees since Evelyn’s “Sylva” of 1630.

Soon after he started farming the Estate, Henry John held an annual farm sale. A comparison over
ten years shows a huge reduction in prices, which was one of the reasons why the Estate needed
to create rabbit warrens and to let the rabbiting rights for 10/- per acre when farm tenants could not
be found to pay even 5/- per acre. Up to 30,000 rabbits a year were going to Birmingham to feed
the factory workers.

Colesbourne Estate - Annual Farm Sales
Average Price of Each
Sale
1877
1887
10 Cotswold Breeding Ewes
£29.0.0
£14.10.0
10 Cotswold Theaves #
£38.5.0
£22.10.0
10 Wether Lambs
£21.0.0
£9.0.0
10 Cross Bred Lambs
£17.0.0
£7.0.0
Dairy Cows
£19.0.0
£9.0.0
Two-year Steers
£36.10.0
£24.5.0
Cart Horses
£50.0.0
£8.10.0
Store Pigs
£1.5.0
£0.15.0
Wool per Tod (28 lbs)
£3.0.0
£0.15.0
(# A theave is apparently a young ewe in her first or second year
which has not yet given birth to a lamb)
1877
1887
Sheep
890
555
Cattle
95
90
Pigs
57
73
Horses
23
15
Henry John travelled to every country in Europe, China, Japan, Formosa, North and South
America, India and Ceylon and also to every notable Estate collection in the UK and Ireland. He
studied and collected trees and, as well as planting new woods, he created the arboretum here,
which - inspired by Cyril Hart, my tutor at the Royal Agricultural College, and Alan Mitchell - I have
been adding specimens to for 40 years or more. The arboretum now has around 350 trees within
half a mile of the house. The arboretum is in the Colesbourne Conservation Area and so I submit a
management plan to the Council with a report of the previous five years’ work and plans for the
next five years.
Present day, the Estate comprises 2,500 acres and after the depredation of death duties on my
grandfather’s death, as well as my father having been killed in the war, I took on a ruinous place in
1957. We have no outside money and can only spend what the Estate can earn. However, we still
have 35 cottages, ten commercial premises, two let farms and one small home farm, plus almost
all of the original new woodlands. Some of these had been taken over by the Forestry Commission
in the 1950s and I have now bought them back.

JON STOKES - 25 YEARS OF TREE WARDENING
The Tree Council’s Tree Warden Scheme is 25 years old on 19th September 2015. Our Silver
Jubilee is almost upon us!
This UK-wide force of local volunteers (appointed by parish councils, local authorities, voluntary
organisations and local partnerships), act as the “eyes and ears” for trees in their communities.
Today there are about 8,000 Tree Wardens in local networks covering a third of Britain, from
Guernsey to Perth, and Lowestoft to Pembrokeshire.
The Tree Council set up the Tree Warden Scheme as a direct response to the Great Storm of
15/16 October 1987, when 15 million trees were lost to the British countryside.
Following consultation with The Tree Council's 180 member organisations, it was decided that a
national, community-led initiative for trees should be developed. In September 1990, the Tree
Warden scheme was launched by Michael Heseltine as Secretary of State for the Environment.
Ten local Tree Warden networks were then in place – there was (and still is) a Tree Warden in one
of England’s best-known villages, Ambridge in BBC Radio 4’s The Archers.
Typical Tree Warden activities include: protecting trees; growing, planting and caring for new ones;
gathering information about local trees; developing imaginative projects with schools; and getting
involved with Tree Council initiatives such as 'National Tree Week', 'Walk in the Woods', 'Seed
Gathering Season', and the 'Tree Care', 'Hedge Tree' and 'Green Monuments' campaigns.
In the 25 years of the scheme, volunteers have planted 6 million new trees and dedicated an
amazing total of over 22 million hours to their communities’ trees – worth over £154 million pounds
at today’s volunteer rate.
However, when all is said and done, what makes Tree Wardening work in the Cotswolds is you –
the Tree Wardens. We are constantly amazed by your enthusiasm for trees, your passion and your
ingenuity, so to all of you, happy 25th Anniversary from The Tree Council.
Threats to our Treescape
But let us not be complacent. Our treescape needs the care of Tree Wardens more than ever. New
diseases are killing trees, violent storms appear to be increasing and the pressure from
development is relentless.
The spread of Ash Dieback and the decline and death of ash trees across your part of Britain will
have a landscape-changing impact. Look around your community and imagine what it would look
like if 25%, 50% or 75% of the Ash trees were lost. There will be changes to the ecology,
landscape and natural history of the Cotswolds if you begin to lose your Ash trees.

New planting and new trees being established into your landscape will be vital and we need to
ensure that our techniques for planting and establishment are robust and successful.

New planting techniques
Research has been undertaken by the University of Copenhagen on innovative techniques to
establish and maintain trees in streets and other paved sites. As part of a project established in
2009, various trials have been undertaken on irrigation and fertilizer techniques and tree growth
has been measured over the last 5 years. In this work, they have compared trees watered using
watering bags placed around the base of the tree (see picture), with trees watered using
conventional surface watering techniques.
The watering bags are large capacity (150 litre) and were filled 13 times during the growing
season, whilst the control trees were watered on the same frequency straight onto the soil. Initially
there was concern that there would be ‘problems’ such as vandalism which would affect a bag
watering system, but they have had few.

The results have shown that when compared with conventional watering:
 It is faster and more efficient to water trees using a bag, as they can be filled very rapidly
and then left to drain slowly, ensuring water percolates deep into the soil
 It is easy to check whether watering has been undertaken by the contractors, as the waterfilled bags are obvious
 Weeds are suppressed at the base of the tree by the size and weight of the bag, reducing
competition for water
 In direct comparisons, trees have produced marked increases in growth when watered with
a bag compared with the conventionally watered tree (Carpinus, Tilia and Ulmus all
showing strongly improved growth rates).
As a further refinement to the experiment, a dose of fertiliser was introduced into the first watering
after planting in some lime (Tilia) trees. This has led to significant increases in growth in these
fertilised trees, as measured by increases in stem diameter.
The experience in Denmark suggests that it would be worth exploring different urban tree
establishment techniques in British streets. However, perhaps it is time that we all undertook a
more fundamental review of all our current planting procedures, to ensure that any newly-planted
tree can reach its full potential – especially when a new threat to the landscape is spreading! You
really can make a difference by ensuring that any trees planted in your community are well-planted
and maintained. Maybe you can also give them some fertiliser each year – it appears to be
effective and it really is crucial work.
The Future
So, planning for the future of the Cotswold landscape is vital, and who better to think about it than
the local Tree Wardens – who care about trees and are passionate about their local community.
In the Cotswolds, there are people like you who really care about their trees, with a Tree Warden
system allowing you to play an active role in protecting them. Long may it continue!
So from all at The Tree Council – thanks for all your help so far and here’s to the next 25 years!

JUST LOOK WHAT YOU'VE GOT!
by Archie Miles - An extract from his presentation at Conference
I’m a great believer in communication. I’ve been doing it all my working life with my photography
and writing, and one of the best ways to get to know more about trees is to talk to the people who
look after them, plant them, grow them, harvest them, work with the wood. However, perhaps
some of the most fascinating insights are to be gleaned from the people who have had intimate
knowledge of their local trees, woods and hedgerows. Just by dint of living their lives alongside
their trees they become tuned in to what’s there and how they are all getting along.
Tree wardens are the converted. You already have a pretty comprehensive knowledge of what’s
on your doorstep. The big challenge is to bring this over to a wider audience, and this means going
out and talking to people about their trees, explaining to them exactly what they have and
suggesting how to tend them in the best possible way. People often have heritage status trees or
rare trees right under their noses, but fail to realise. That’s when the risk of loss or damage may
come into play.
I’ve had quite a buzz out of telling one farmer that he had a wood containing small-leaved lime
stools that were quite possibly a thousand years old, another landowner that she had three
national record breaking trees on her estate, and yet another farmer that his perry pear tree could
well be 500 years old. They simply don’t know, but invariably they are thrilled to find out. Don’t
worry about talking to people even if you’re walking where you perhaps shouldn’t really be. I’m a
great believer in the big smile and hand-out-in-greeting mode. When you tell people who you are
and why you’re there they will almost always warm to you.
So, be bold, go out there and find great trees and talk to people about them. This helps to protect
trees such as the Poplar below.

Surrounded in red tape and blue fencing this nationally important black poplar on the village green
at Blakemere, Herefordshire, looked as if it would be needlessly felled until concerned locals,
various tree organizations and the social network got weaving. At the eleventh hour there was a
stay of execution & now a compromise that will entail crown reduction, thus maintaining safety
standards, will prolong this tree's presence on the village green. If people hadn't talked....well,
jumped up & down and shouted actually, it might not be there today.

GEOFF'S GARDENING CORNER
Order, Order!

RHS Chelsea Flower Show, RHS Malvern Flower Show, RHS Hampton Court Flower Show, RHS
Tatton Park and all the other garden-related shows give us plenty of opportunity to see current
trends and latest garden fashions. Indeed, as the creations seen during London Fashion Week will
make their way to high street clothes shops, albeit in diluted form, so will the new fashions of
horticulture make it to our gardens via garden centres, magazines and garden designers’ plans.
With so much inspiration to play with it can be a confusing task when thinking about how to fashion
your garden. Unless, of course, you don’t want to be a dedicated follower of fashion but want to do
your own thing, whatever makes you happy.
However, in my opinion, there are some basic rules that apply whatever style, theme, fashion or
new idea you may want to apply. I believe that a successful garden is not all about colour and
plants, it’s also about how we use paths, views, focal points, sculptures, water features, lawns, etc.
in order to harness the scale, proportion, balance and harmony.
When looking at an outside space for the first time I will not necessarily be looking out for the skilful
use of plants. I can usually tell a garden that’s been made by someone whose passion is plants
rather than someone who understands space, volume, scale, order, proportion and balance.
However, the garden that combines plant knowledge with design skills will, at the very least, sit
easily on the eye and bring a moment of calm and order into an otherwise chaotic and fractured
world.
So, when I am considering a design for a garden I probably won’t start the process with the
planting design. When you are thinking about your perfect garden in your own mind’s eye you may
easily picture a full-on English cottage garden or a wild flower meadow that’s bursting with colour,
but this is only a cultural concept. One of my favourite gardens is at Rousham House in
Oxfordshire, made during the 1700’s by William Kent. It is four acres of entirely green planting and
it is a master class in garden design which relies on texture, tone, reflections, views, shifting light,
playful use of sculpture and symbolism. It is kept in its original design condition, no flowers except
daffodils, well worth a visit at any time of year.
Once you have achieved structural order and balance it is then time to start thinking about flowers
and whether they have a place in your garden. Because colour appreciation is so personal I
believe there is no correct or wrong way to use it. You can, though, use colour by imagining a
flower bed is a firework display that’s going off from spring to autumn in super, super slow motion.
The garden is slowly shifting its points of emphasis as one firework dims and another bursts into

life. The trick the gardener has to pull off is to orchestrate, manage, conduct and order the display
so that it flows beautifully throughout the year. The key to doing this successfully is to divide the
bed into lots of smaller beds, each containing one of three types of plant; early season, mid season
and late season. Order will ensue. Don’t forget that a well placed tree will act as a focal point or
visual counter balance. Even a small tree in a pot will work perfectly.
For A FREE, no obligation meeting call Geoff Carr now on 07719 896039 or visit him:
www.geoffreycarr.co.uk

TOONA SINENSIS AUCTIONED FOR CTWG FUNDS
At a meeting a few weeks ago, there
was a discussion about the species
which might be used, if necessary, to
replace diseased ash. One
mentioned was Toona sinensis.
Mention of this prompted Barrie
Wellington of Elmcroft Nurseries,
Newent, to bring one to the July
meeting of the Royal Forestry Society
at Rendcomb. Barrie kindly offered to
auction it for this group's funds.

Mike Hartnell displays the Toona, as Barrie
Wellington (with microphone) introduces. Anna Jones
in the centre was the successful bidder.

With our own Mike Hartnell and Keith
Mills in attendance, Keith Mills took on
the role of auctioneer. Despite bids
from Earl Bathurst and one of our RFS
colleagues from Herefordshire, it was
RFS Gloucestershire Division
chairman, Anna Jones (No relation to
Ann, though between them they are
the cause of some confusion!) who
made the winning bid, generously
offering £40 to secure the young tree.

MAKING WOODLANDS PAY
A talk by Andrew Woods to the Gloucestershire Division of the RFS
and The Cotswold Tree Warden Group

An interesting evening was held on Wednesday 20th May at The Polo Club courtesy of Earl
Bathurst.
The recurring theme throughout the talk was to question how much it mattered whether an owner’s
woodland account was in surplus, broke even, or lost money.
By drawing similarities with other everyday items such as the cost of running a car, Andrew pointed
out that not everybody owns and runs the cheapest cars available; those who can afford an
expensive car happily pay the cost. And many woodland owners are in a wealth category in which
it may not matter if the wood runs at a net cost, if it ends up giving pleasure by its appearance,
tranquillity or whatever other benefit is pursued. It is surprising how many owners let their woods
for shooting and yet they do not put the income from the shoot on the income side of the woodland
account. (Of course those owners who run their shoot themselves may say that approach would
worsen the account not improve it!!!).
Then there is the capital value aspect. Woodland values have been rising steadily, and investment
in good silviculture and access will help enhance the value, even if there is a short term cost in so
doing.
If the value is rising faster than the annual net loss, that is not all bad. But inevitably, the profit and
loss account can be unattractive if care is not taken to be efficient. Cost must be kept to a
minimum, and registration for V.A.T. helps avoid a 20% surcharge on all cost operations. True,
timber sales then have to carry V.A.T. but if sales are made to V.A.T registered buyers, they can
reclaim so it does not deplete the income. Above all, good access is so important, and
maintaining existing hard roads in good order by removing shady overhangs is as important as
creating new ones to help inaccessible areas. Under the new Countryside Stewardship scheme,
any grant which is relevant and does not cost more than is gained (in the widest sense) may be
worth a look at, and help with better access is potentially the one which many woodlands need.
Pest control is vital, and whilst there may be little that can be done to avoid the arrival of some
diseases, you will always risk downgrading all hardwood sales to the level of firewood if you let
squirrels damage their chances of reaching the quality sawlog potential. But the wind born
diseases such as Phytophthora, and ash die back may all be thriving on overcrowded stands
where ventilation is poor, the trees are stressed, and disease can take hold. (This principle applies
to all overcrowded gatherings of almost any species.)
So regular thinning, and good silviculture will help keep crops better able to stay healthy, and will
produce income these days, even if only firewood. But if neglect of these good practices – in
pursuit of a neutral or positive “bottom line” - results in diseased and poor trees, has anything been
gained? Short term yes, but long term no. We all know that woodland management is a long term
business, and if you don’t like it you should invest your money elsewhere!!.

SAPPERTON - PRESERVATION OF TREES
A presentation by Ben Holding, Tree Officer at Cotswold District Council
On Thursday 9th July, Cotswold Tree Wardens and friends were kindly allowed the use of
Sapperton Village Hall for a training session. The following are the salient points from Ben's talk.
There are 144 designated Conservation Areas in Cotswold District. If you live in one of these
Conservation Area and wish to undertake work to a tree over 75mm in trunk diameter, measured at
1.5 m above ground level you are required to notify the Council of your intention at least six weeks
before the works are undertaken. The Council has to decide whether or not to make a Tree
Preservation Order (TPO) in response to these notices. If a tree is considered important and the
proposed works would harm it, a TPO will be made. Cotswold District Council receives hundreds of
these Conservation Area notices every year, each of which has to be looked at. Most are minor,
such as clipping garden conifers but some affect important trees and may result in a TPO being
made.
TPOs protect trees for the public’s enjoyment. A TPO can apply to a single tree, a group of trees, a
woodland or an area of trees. The tree or trees can be of any size, species or age. In woodlands
they can be seedlings. In most cases, to be protected by a TPO the tree must be visible from a
public place such as a road or footpath, but in the case of particularly old or rare trees, a TPO
could be made on a tree that is not seen from public places. Most TPOs in Cotswold District are
made in response to development (building works) so it is just as, if not more, likely to find a TPO
protecting a small yew tree as it is a veteran oak. TPOs do not prevent management of trees and
the District Council receives many applications to prune TPO trees and to fell and replace them.
Each application is assessed on its merits. The removal of dead branches from a living tree, and
the pruning or cutting down of a protected tree “to the extent that such works are urgently
necessary to remove an immediate risk of serious harm” do not need permission. [Editors note: It
would however be prudent for those involved to take photos prior to works being done as evidence
in the event of a dispute.]

Delegates shade their
eyes against the strong
evening sun...

... as they are asked to consider
which trees they would put a TPO
on out of a Lime, a Scots pine and a
Larch.

The Council also deals with Hedgerow Removal Notices made under the Hedgerow Regulations
1997. These regulations protect agricultural hedgerows for their historical, natural and cultural
importance. It is against the law to remove agricultural hedgerows without permission. Removal
includes uprooting or otherwise destroying a hedgerow. The Regulations only cover hedgerows
that are at least 20m long and at least 30 years old. Garden hedges are not protected by these
regulations. The Council has 42 days to determine whether or not the hedgerow is “important”
under the Hedgerow Regulations, and whether or not to issue a hedgerow retention notice. To
qualify as “important”, typically, a hedgerow must be shown on a historic map dating from 1845 or
before. Or it must contain several woody native species and have other historic features
associated with it. If the hedgerow does not meet the criteria for being “important”, The District
Council cannot refuse permission to remove it. If the hedgerow is “important”, the Government
normally expects the District Council to refuse permission to remove it.
The Council also deals with complicated complaints regarding neighbour’s evergreen hedges.
These complaints can be made under Part 8 of the Anti-Social Behaviour Act 2003. A complainant
pays a fee (currently £550). We will assess the information submitted by the complainant and any
additional information submitted by the owner of the hedge. A site visit will also be carried out to
both the complainant's and the owner's properties. If the District Council considers that the
complaint should be upheld, a remedial notice will be issued. The notice will detail the work that is
required to address the high hedge problem and prevent it happening again. The notice cannot
require works that would lead to the death of the hedge by excessive trimming or require the hedge

to be cut down to less than 2m in height or removed completely. If the work detailed in the notice is
not carried out, the hedge owner could be prosecuted and fined. Both the complainant and the
hedge owner can appeal against our decision and therefore we try very hard to come to a wellreasoned and clear decision.
Further details of all these controls and functions are found on the Council’s website
at http://www.cotswold.gov.uk/residents/planning-building/trees/
At the conclusion, Ben was presented with some wine in thanks for his time and efforts. The group
presented a Betula utilis var. jacquemontii to Sapperton Village Hall Committee, Paul Dingley
receiving it on their behalf.

LATE SUMMER/AUTUMN EVENTS AT BATSFORD ARBORETUM
Here are details of the activities which you can enjoy at Batsford Arboretum over the coming
months. Autumn is of course the time for many of our trees and shrubs to be at their most striking.

Find us here:
Batsford, Moreton-in-Marsh, GL56 9AD
Contact us on:
Tel: 01386 701441
www.batsarb.co.uk
E-mail: arboretum@batsfordfoundation.co.uk
The Big Batsford Bug Hunt, 1st - 31st August
Make the most of fine summer weather by getting active in the arboretum. Find the creepy
crawlies hidden around the arboretum, mark their location on our map using the stickers provided
and pick up a goodie bag! The Bug Hunt costs £2.50 per child (plus Arboretum entrance fee) and
all children must be accompanied by an adult for whom the normal arboretum entrance fee
applies. No booking required – just turn up and enjoy!
Learn the art of the Samurai, Saturday 12th September, 11am – 12pm
Come along and learn about the strikingly beautiful art of the Japanese sword, Mugai Ryu, during a
demonstration at the perfect location of the Japanese Rest House, Batsford Arboretum. Mugai Ryu
is an old, authentic martial art of the Samurai, founded in 1693. Its founder was a Buddhist monk,
and the style has a deep connection to Zen Buddhism. Simple and direct, it has a plain beauty
with a characteristic calmness and sharp attention. The demonstration itself is free to watch,
however the arboretum entrance fee applies. No need to book – just turn up and enjoy! For more
information, visit www.batsarb.co.uk or call 01386 701441

Autumn Colour Spectacular,
from early October
Our beautiful arboretum is ablaze
with autumn colour. Centre stage
are the maples and cherries in
every hue from flame reds to
salmon pinks and sunshine
yellows and the Liquidamber tree –
with its multi-coloured leaves from
deep purple to pale gold. Visit
www.batsarb.co.uk or call 01386
701441 for more information about
when the colour is at its best.

Autumn Photography Workshops, selected dates from 17th October – 1st November
Join Alan Ranger, an internationally acclaimed and award winning professional photographer, at
Batsford Arboretum on a half or one day photography workshop. Suitable for beginners and more
advanced photographers, Alan will work with each person individually to capture the wonderful
autumn colour in the Arboretum. The workshops will cover close-ups and macro as well as the
larger vistas, so no matter what your preference is for image style, there is something for
everybody to enjoy and practise their photography skills. Half day workshops are £79 and run from
8am – 12pm or 1pm – 5pm, full day workshops cost from £130 and run from 8am – 5pm. All
bookings must be made in advance, for more details and to book visit
www.alanranger.com/batsford

Would you like to take photographs like this one?
Fungus Foray, Saturday 31st October, 10.30am and 1.30pm
Join expert forayer, Dave Champion, along with the Cotswold Fungus Group for a walk through the
Arboretum to discover the wonderful world of fungi. Get to know their habits and quirks, and learn
how much they contribute to our thriving Arboretum. Walks take place at 10.30am and 1.30pm and
are limited to 25 people per session so book early by calling 01386 701441. Tickets cost £5 per
person plus arboretum entrance fee. For more information visit www.batsarb.co.uk.

We are open every day from 10amto 5 pm
- 55 acres of breathtaking trees and wild garden - Freshly-baked food in the Garden Terrace Café - Beautiful, quality plants, gifts & garden sundries - Expert gardening advice - Unique, shabby chic interior design ideas from the Applestore - Family fun in the Cotswold Falconry Centre -




TREE AND LEAF
ETC.
Have you or your parish any interesting items or events which you would like to
report on in Tree and Leaf?
Have you places to visit you wish to share?

Please submit any articles to Ann Jones, either electronically to twgcotswold@yahoo.co.uk
or by post addressed to 161 Alexander Drive, Cirencester, Gloucestershire, GL7 1UQ.
Visit The Cotswold Tree Warden Group Website
http://www.cotswoldtreewardengroup.org.uk/
COTSWOLD TREE WARDEN GROUP - SUPPORTED BY:
BATSFORD ARBORETUM AND
GARDEN CENTRE,
CHARLTON ABBOTTS FORESTRY LTD,
COTSWOLD ESTATES AND GARDENS LTD,
COTSWOLD TREE SURGEONS,
FARMINGTON TREES,
MDH FORESTRY SERVICES LTD,
TREE MAINTENANCE LTD.
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