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THE BEAUTY OF TREES AND TREE COLLECTIONS 

 

Let’s start with some thoughts on why we might start a tree collection.  This for most of us 
revolves around recreation, education and conservation.  Just where the main emphasis 
lies will depend on the individual or organisation.  It may also be that one may focus on 
creating the finest collection of only one particular genera, such as oaks or maples.  None 
of these objectives can really be chosen in isolation.   
 
However if I had to choose only one objective then it really has to be recreation and under 
that sits landscape.  The main reason for this is that it gives the greatest opportunity for the 
collection to survive in the long term.  A good example is Westonbirt, The National 
Arboretum.  First started in 1850 it still thrives today mainly because Holford's vision to 
create a beautiful landscape whilst using the widest choice of tree species available 
means that you do not have to be a tree enthusiast to enjoy Westonbirt.  Holford’s 
picturesque style of planting has three main elements: 
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 Firstly, and in my opinion, variety is the most important.  This in itself has many 
different elements, plant spacing, size, texture, deciduous, conifer etc.  This allows 
for a wonderful view during most seasons of the year.  The picture below shows a 
number of these elements.  

 

 
Variety - key ingredients in creating a wonderful view, as demonstrated at Westonbirt. 

 

 Secondly, intricacy plays a very important role and this is best described as the 
inability to see a whole scene, thus leaving the visitor guessing at its extent and 
direction.  This was achieved by the actual positioning of groups of trees and 
shrubs in such a way that certain areas were hidden from view.  ‘Partial 
concealment’ is another way to describe this effect. 
 

 Connection between the different elements in a landscape is also important, in 
order to achieve a ‘harmonious whole’.  Rather than having sudden transitions from 
one element to another, there should be links between them, to make the 
transitions gradual.  One of the main species which helped Holford achieve this 
harmony was the common yew, Taxus baccata.  It is widely planted throughout the 
arboretum. 

 
Other elements of recreation include opening your collection to the general public.  Once 
this decision is made, then good car parking and toilets are essential.  A reception area 
and shop may also be appropriate, most people who have had a nice day out want a 
souvenir to take home. This allows for a good income stream but it will rarely cover all the 
costs of looking after a large plant collection.  It also gives you an opportunity to enthuse 
visitors about trees through a good education programme.  A happy visitor is more 
receptive to good interpretation. 
 
Education has two main activities, passive and active.  The active side involves inviting 
students to visit the collection where they can be offered a range of different activities.  
This helps to establish the importance of trees to us all.  The passive side is more aimed at 
providing good trails and interpretation.  It is well recognised that good education facilities 
encourages visitors to come back.  A good education programme also allows us to interact 
with visitors and to enthuse them about the importance of trees at a variety of levels.   



Labels are an essential delivery tool and form the bottom rung on the interpretation ladder.  
Key information can be shown on a label, see the image below: 
 

 
 
Conservation covers many different activities, but whatever the level you are participating 
at you will need to keep records about the plants in your collection.  This cannot be 
stressed enough as a collection with no records has no conservation value.  Generally 
speaking a list of plants for conservation can be drawn from the red data book lists.  Seed 
grown material is much better as the amount of genetic diversity captured is that much 
greater. 
 
With large numbers of trees in their natural habitats under threat then the more of us that 
can do something the better.  Even a small number of species, if linked to a larger one, 
can contribute to the cause.  It is also the messages about conservation that collections 
can deliver to visitors that can be of equal importance. 
 
Let’s now think of about some of the plants that you might want to grow in a collection.  
Here are twenty of my favourite trees: 
 

 Acer griseum, Paperbark maple, one of the very best maples and it will eventually 
grow into a medium sized tree with all year round attraction. 

 Platanus orientalis, Oriental plane, a large tree that would grace any collection.  One 
of the parents of our London plane. 

 Betula ermanii, a lovely medium sized tree with beautiful bark and good autumn 
colour. 

 Sequoiadendron giganteum, Giant redwood, now a red data book species.  In 
California it grows into the largest living organism in the world and is thought to be 
around 2500 years old.  

 Sequoia sempervirens, Coastal redwood, currently the tallest tree in the world. 

 Cercidiphyllum japonicum, Katsura, a beautifully graceful tree, with very interesting 
male and female flowers on different trees, a must for any collection.  It will grow into 
a large tree.  
 

 



 
London Plane 

 
 

 
Katsura Flowers 



 

 Parrotia persica, Persian ironwood, perhaps more of a huge shrub than a tree but 
the autumn colour is truly outstanding. 

 Stuartia pseudocamellia, one of the best medium sized tree with lovely flowers in the 
summer and good autumn colour, rare in UK collections. 

 Magnolia sprengeri ‘Diva’, Goddess magnolia, superb in the spring with hundreds of 
large dinner plate sized flowers and attractive fruit, large. 

 Prunus sargentii, Sargent’s cherry, this medium sized tree is wonderful in the spring 
and autumn, one of the very best cherries from Japan.  

 

 
Sargent's Cherry 

 

 Sorbus sargentiana, arguably the best Sorbus with large bunches of small orange 
fruit and great autumn colour.  The large sticky buds in winter remind you of Horse 
chestnut. 

 Acer japonicum, Full moon maple, in the autumn this maple turns every colour you 
can imagine and makes a medium sized tree.  Flowers in the spring, although small, 
are attractive. 

 Carya species, Hickories, many of the species make fine large trees with a beautiful 
butter yellow foliage in autumn. 

 Acer palmatum, Smooth Japanese maple, a medium sized tree and the many 
cultivars offer something for any gardener. 

 Liriodendron tulipifera, Tulip tree, a very large tree offering superb autumn colour 
and attractive flowers during the summer. 

 Fagus sylvatica, Common beech, a lovely large tree for every season of the year but 
especially good in autumn.  The fern leaved form is particularly nice. 

 Hippophae rhamnoides, Sea buckthorn, a medium sized tree or large shrub - the 
attractive silvery foliage is most handsome and the bright orange berries in winter 
are very attractive.  They contain, weight for weight, more vitamin C than an orange.  
Male and female plants are needed for fruit. 



 

 Euonymus oxyphyllus, this medium sized tree is simply the best Euonymus with 
great autumn colour and lovely fruits.  It grows naturally in Japan. 

 Pinus sylvestris, Scots pine, one of only three native conifers and silvery blue foliage 
and peeling orange bark make this a great tree for any collection.  It is also a very 
tough tree often planted to provide shelter for other species.  

 Tsuga heterophylla, Western hemlock, makes a very graceful large tree with 
attractive all year round foliage.  Under certain conditions it can become rather a 
weed. 

 
Now that we have agreed the importance of trees let’s consider some other issues: 
 

 Threats – these come in many forms but some of the more common threats we 
face at the moment come in the form of pests and diseases.  The list below gives 
some of the more serious ones: 
 

 Red Band Needle Blight, Mycosphaerella pini, Pinus nigra is no 
longer planted by the Forestry Commission because of this 
pathogen; 

 Sudden Oak Death, Phytophthora ramorum ++, many species 
of Phytophthora are involved with trees and a wide spectrum of 
trees are vulnerable; 

 Ash Dieback, Chalara fraxinea, an organism that is going to 
change our landscape over the next few decades as many 
thousands of ash trees will be killed; 

 Chestnut leaf minor, Cameraria ohridella;  

 Emerald Ash borer, Agrilus planipennis, at the moment moving 
towards us, from Moscow, at a rate of about 40 miles per year.  

Climate change is also playing it’s part in all these issues and we need to be on the 
lookout for new problems that are inevitably going to occur in the years ahead.   
If the UK is moving towards a more Mediterranean climate then perhaps some of 
our old favourites will not grow so well.  As with most things it is all about trying to 
find the correct balance and this often involves planting different species to see how 
they perform.  
 

 Mitigation – although we have many threats facing us it is not all doom and gloom.  
By studying the current plants that we grow in our collections we can perhaps find 
species that are going to be more resistant to all these changes.  Some of the 
species that deserve greater consideration and trial include: 
 

 Pinus yunnanensis, potential replacement for Pinus nigra; 

 Toona sinensis, potential timber species (see image below) 

 Fraxinus sp., Ash species, possibilities for resistance to current 
ash diseases and pathogens.  Current ash collections at both 
Westonbirt and Kew offer possibilities; 

 Cryptomeria japonica, Japanese red cedar, potential timber 
species; 

 Nothofagus sp., Southern beech, potential timber species but 
potential issues with Phytopthora sp.; 

 Sequoia sempervirens, Coastal redwood, potential timber 
species. 

 
  
 

 



 
Toona sinensis 

 
Hugh Angus 
Freelance dendrologist 
March 2014 
 
(All photos in the above article are the copyright of Hugh Angus) 
 
 
 



 
 

JOINT MEETING OF THE COTSWOLD TREE WARDEN GROUP AND THE ROYAL 
FORESTRY SOCIETY 

 

On 27th February a joint meeting was held of Cotswold Tree Warden Group and 
Gloucestershire Division, Royal Forestry Society at the Council Chamber of Cotswold 
District Council. The well attended meeting was fortunate to hear from Hugh Angus, 
formerly Head of Collections at the National Arboretum, Westonbirt. Hugh now works as a 
freelance dendrologist. 

On gathering, attendees had the chance to chat over tea/coffee and home-made cake 
before settling down to listen to Hugh's thoughts on The Beauty of Trees and Tree 
Collections, much of the text of which forms this issue's lead article.  Hugh was welcomed, 
as shown above, by Mike Hartnell, both as Chairman of the Cotswold Tree Warden Group, 
but also a committee member of the RFS division. 

Hugh's talk was illustrated by a complementary collection of photos gathered from both his 
time at Westonbirt and varied travels which have contributed to his extensive knowledge.  

At the conclusion of the meeting Hugh was thanked by Group co-ordinator Ann Jones in 
the form of a collection of beers from Hugh's home county of Yorkshire. The RFS 
presented him with a year's membership of the society. 



 

ORCHARD TRAINING AT BARTON HOUSE 

Tree wardens and friends gathered once more at Barton House Orchard on 5th March for 
further guidance on renovating old orchards. 

  
Richard O'Donnell gets to grips with apple 

tree pruning at - more or less - ground level.. 
.. while Pablo Sánchez Moreno works safely 

with his chain saw at height  

 
After an enlightening talk by our tutor, Dave Kaspar, over coffee we headed out to the 
orchard for a refresher on the basics on pruning fruit trees, be it for garden or commercial 

purposes.  Pablo Sánchez Moreno, of Cotswold Tree Care, then gave us a 
demonstration of working safely at height, whilst undertaking remedial work on 
some of the trees which have suffered damage over the last couple of winters. We 
then had time to give attention to some less severe pruning of apple trees at a 
lower level. Some of Dave Kaspar's thoughts follow this item. 

 

 



 
STORM DAMAGE IN OLD ORCHARDS – LOOKING FOR THE SILVER LINING 

 

While it is always a sad occasion to have to step around or clamber over the trunk or limbs 
of a fallen tree, it is something one has to get used to in old orchards. This winter’s storms 
have wrought their fair share of destruction, and there are many old trees that will no 
longer be nest or roost sites for birds or bats this spring. What is often surprising, 
surveying the wreckage, is how such a decayed tree managed to stay up for so 
long…force of habit perhaps! 
 
Be glad that the veteran tree, now horizontal, has, with its decaying heartwood, created 
such a wonderful habitat for so many invertebrates for so long; maybe the magnificent 
greater or lesser stag beetle, or the more mythical noble chafer, seen by so few! However, 
a fallen tree with some roots intact, can easily survive, and even thrive in its new horizontal 
state. Some judicious pruning and tidying can keep it less stressed, especially with the 
addition of a few barrow loads of soil over the exposed roots. If the field is grazed, then 
some chicken wire can be used to help protect low branches and trunk. Within a couple of 
years the tree will have adjusted to its new perspective.  
 
If the tree has to be removed – if it is too impractical to leave it where it has fallen, then 
stacking some of the wood or brash in a field corner will create an excellent habitat for 
many creatures. Fruit woods are very fine and much sought after by craftspeople -  maybe 
a few of the best pieces could be given to a wood turner to make into a wassail bowl and 
the rest will provide aromatic wood for next winter’s wood burning stove or wassail bonfire. 
 
If an old tree has lost a big limb and is consequently out of balance, it may be wise to cut 
back remaining branches quite severely to keep the main trunk upright for longer. We saw 
exactly this with one of the Barton House trees. Pablo removed two big limbs with his 
chain saw, so preventing the total loss of the tree with its rare and valuable standing dead 
wood. The woodpeckers will soon be back and should have a nest site for many years to 
come. 
 

 
Dave Kaspar demonstrates the right cutting techniques when grafting 

 



 
Having lost some of the orchard canopy, there is now ample space and light for planting 
two or three new trees.  It can give an old orchard a new lease of life once there are young 
trees growing amongst the veterans.  Perhaps take a graft from a nearby ‘parent’ tree, 
again as we did with the Catshead apple in the Barton House orchard. Remember not to 
plant where a tree has been (to avoid root replant virus) but to offset your new plantings.  
 
 
Perhaps when we are all compost, someone will be sympathetically looking after the new 
generation of veteran trees. 
 
David Kaspar 
Days Cottage 
March 2014 

 

 
 A fallen tree makes an excellent habitat for all kinds of wildlife  

 
 

http://www.dayscottage.co.uk/ 
 

Day's Cottage 
Upton Lane  
Brookthorpe  
Gloucester  
GL4 0UT 

 
Tel /Fax : 01452- 813602 

E-Mail : applejuice@dayscottage.co.uk 
 

Contacts: Helen & Dave 

 

 
 

Apple variety - Catshead 
 

In his article above Dave Kaspar mentions the Catshead apple, of which variety there is an 
example in the Barton House orchard.  Unfortunately this particular tree has become 
somewhat "leggy" and as a result, whilst it cropped well in 2013 - in common with many 
others - much of what it produced was only accessible when it fell to earth.  It was however 
possible to harvest fruit from the lowest branches and even the windfalls were often quite 
fit for use, the thick grass in the orchard having cushioned their drop earthwards.  We tried 
the apple and found it to "fall" very nicely on cooking, producing a smooth apple sauce and 

mailto:applejuice@dayscottage.co.uk


great in apple sponge pudding.  A very pleasant apple and, being a decent size like a 
Bramley, one's effort in peeling is minimised!  
 
And the unusual name?  Well, see below the extract from the website Orange Pippin  
www.orangepippin.com/ (whose copyright we acknowledge, with thanks for the use of this 
extract):   

 

"Catshead - Origins 

 Species: Malus domestica 
 Parentage: Unknown 
 Originates from: England, United Kingdom 
 Introduced: 1600s early 
 Orange Pippin Cultivar ID: 1153 
 UK National Fruit Collection accession number: 1927-027 

Catshead is one of the oldest apples known in England.  The name comes from its alleged 
resemblance to a cat's head - perhaps not immediately obvious, although the shape is 
unusually conical and can be ribbed. 

Like most old English apples Catshead is primarily a culinary apple.  The flesh is juicy with 
a fair amount of acidity, but does not need much additional sugar when cooking.  It cooks 
down to a puree." 

You may find much of interest in the whole website. 
 

 

 

The Catshead apple at Barton House 
orchard. 

 

The example marked below gives some 
idea of the typical rather angular and 
conical shape of the fruit. 

If you know of the existence of a Catshead near you, perhaps you would like to let us 
know?  If not, and you are looking for something different for your plot, you may care to 
seek one out from a supplier. 



 

 

 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS WITH THE COTSWOLD TREE WARDEN GROUP 

Here are some details of events arranged for 2014. Further information may be found on 
our website (see details on the back page) or from Co-ordinator Ann Jones. 

 

Saturday 10th May 2014 - Drinks and Canapé Afternoon Hosted by Frank and Marilyn 
Gardner at Barton House, Cirencester in aid of the Cotswold Tree Warden Group.  This 
will be a “ticket” event only at £10 per person.  There is also to be a Silent Auction to fund 
the planting of trees in  memory of those who suffered as a result of WW1.  
 
 
Tuesday 13th May 2014 - Evening walk at Quarwood House, Station Road, Stow on the 
Wold, GL54 1JU  (map ref. SP189250) courtesy of the owner, Piet Pulford.  Meet at 6.45 
p.m. for a 7 p.m. start. £2 per person on the day - donations to The Cotswold Tree Warden 
Group. 
 
 
Thursday 12th June 2014 - Forest School - fuel foraging, fire starting and whittling. 
meet 6.45p.m. for a 7p.m. start.  Something a little different for this evening gathering, 
which will be led by the Forest School Leader, John-Charles Kimberley. £2 per person to 
be donated to The Forest School. 
 
 
Saturday 26th July 2014 - Our Annual Conference (whole day event)  this year will be 
based at Condicote Village Hall to include a talk on Conifer Identification by Guy Watson. 
Jon Stokes Director of Rural Programmes at the Tree Council will speak on Planning a 
New Landscape - the impact of pests and diseases on our trees for the future. There will 
be a visit to Batsford Arboretum.  
The full conference details and booking form will be available via the website by 23rd May.  
£15 per person to include refreshments and a buffet lunch. 
 
 
 



 
Thursday 11th September 2014 - An outdoor evening on Tree Health with Ben Holding at 
Sapperton.  We will meet at a woodland roadside venue in the Sapperton area - attendees 
will be notified of the site before the event. Afterwards we will relocate to Sapperton Village 
Hall for a round-up on the evening and light refreshments. £2 per person contribution. 
Further details to follow 
 

 
Sunlight through the woods near Sapperton 

 
Thursday 16th October 2014 - AGM and presentation by Ben Holding on Fungi.  Venue -
 The Council Chamber, Cotswold District Council Offices, Trinity Road, Cirencester, Glos, 

GL7 1PX Further details to be announced. 

 



 
VISIT TO HUNTLEY CHURCHYARD AND ESTATE SNOWDROPS 

 

 
The ancient hollow yew tree by Huntley Church 

 

After a postponement due to the threat of severe weather conditions, a group from the 
Royal Forestry Society plus tree wardens met up at Huntley on 22nd February for a 
morning visit to the church and a walk round the grounds at Home Farm, the residence of 
RFS Gloucestershire Division Chairman, Mrs Torill Freeman. 
 
 Blessed with a bright clear morning, we started at the church, where the tree surgeon who 
attends to the excellent specimens showed us his prowess at scaling one of the tall Blue 
Atlas cedars. Access to the higher reaches of the trees is vital, initially for proper 
inspection purposes, as this cannot be done from ground level.  Then of course there is 
the resulting pruning which may be required as a result of inspection. 
 
We progressed past the impressive Wellingtonia to the ancient yew, at least 1,500 years 
old, which is tucked away behind, and close to, the church.  A number of people must 
have visited the church or the graves in front without ever seeing this venerable tree.   
At ground level it is totally hollow, 
consisting only of an incomplete 
circle.  It seems impossible that it 
could support a fairly substantial 
amount of growth higher up.  
However, as can be seen (photo 
right) it does this with apparent 
ease. 
Even if you are only passing 
through Huntley, it is well worth 
stopping off to spend a few minutes 
viewing this specimen and perhaps 
reflecting on all that has happened 
around it during its long life.  

 



 

Although from the outside Huntley Church 
appears quite small it has a very interesting 
interior, well worth a visit in its own right.  
Whilst the present building dates 'only' from 
1863, the church at Huntley has a much 
longer pedigree and a board inside lists all 
the rectors and curates here since 1303. 
 
We then moved on to Home Farm and took 
a leisurely stroll through the grounds - an 
ideal opportunity to chat to our fellow 
walkers as we looked about us. The 
snowdrops were still abundant at the time of 
our visit and a welcome sign of the new 
season's burgeoning development 
throughout our gardens and woodland. 
 
Whilst Home Farm is not normally 
accessible to the public, on selected 
February days it is open in aid of the 
National Garden Scheme. 

 



NEWS FROM BATSFORD 

 

 
Camassias 

 

BATSFORD ARBORETUM BURSTS INTO LIFE WITH BLOSSOM AND BULBS 
 
Batsford Arboretum may be famed for its amazing autumn colour, but many don’t realise 
just what a dreamy and romantic place it is in spring, when it bursts into life with spring-
flowering bulbs and confetti showers of blossom. 
 
For the past decade the small gardens team, led by Head Gardener Matthew Hall, have 
spent many an autumn afternoon planting 5,000 spring flowering bulbs every year in an 
effort to extend the seasonal interest at Batsford.  A physical challenge it may be but 
visitors can now wander through swathes of early flowering daffodils, snowdrops, aconites 
and grape hyacinths to name but a few.  And over the coming years the bulbs will spread 
naturally throughout the arboretum, promising even bigger and better displays.   
 
The stars of the show in spring are undoubtedly the 71 species of Magnolia and Batsford’s 
Japanese flowering village cherries.  As holders of the National Collection, Batsford is 
home to more than a hundred and twenty five different varieties, providing a confetti 
shower of glorious colour in every shade of pink through April.  The Acers too - bringers of 
so much autumn colour – continue to compete for the limelight with a gorgeous display of 
bright red and pink new growth on display.  The impact of the colour is heightened by the 
way the arboretum has been planted on a Cotswold hillside, giving visitors amazing views 
over the beautiful tree canopy to the Evenlode Valley beyond. 
 
Batsford Arboretum’s reputation as a ‘must-see’ garden to visit has grown considerably 
over the past few years and with fifty six acres to explore, it’s easy to lose yourself among 
the trees, finding a quiet spot to soak up the spring sunshine or to enjoy the views. 
 
Since the new visitor centre was opened three years ago the Garden Shop and Plant 
Centre have earned a well-deserved reputation for sourcing rarer and more unusual 
plants.  With more than a century of horticultural knowledge between them, staff are 
passionate about offering advice about anything and everything to do with growing – 
whether that’s in the garden or on the allotment.  It’s also a wonderful place to enjoy a 
home baked cake, lunch or afternoon tea from the deck of the Garden Terrace Café  



 
deciding which of the amazing array of plants you plan to take home with you at the end of 
your visit!  And if retail therapy’s more your thing, don’t miss the Gift Shop, home to 
hundreds of gifts you won’t find on the high street, and The Applestore at Batsford – an 
Aladdin’s Cave of shabby chic vintage furniture and ephemera. 
 
Whatever your reason for visiting, make Batsford Arboretum and Garden Centre your 
number 1 place to rediscover this spring. 
 
Spring highlights at Batsford Arboretum. 
 
The Big Batsford Chicken Hunt!  5th – 27th April. 
You’ve heard of an Easter Egg hunt – now find the chickens that laid them!  They’re all 
hiding in the arboretum – simply mark their locations on our map to win a prize!  The 
Chicken Hunt costs £2.50 per child (plus Arboretum entrance fee) and all children must be 
accompanied by an adult.  No booking required – just turn up and enjoy! 
 
Cherries in Full Bloom!  12th – 30th April. 
We’re blossom-tastic as our beautiful National Collection of Japanese Flowering Cherries 
take over as the stars of the show in the arboretum.  A riot of every shade of pink you can 
think of, they should be at their blooming best during these two weeks.  Arboretum 
entrance fee applies. 
 
Easter Weekend at Batsford. 
 
Living Gardens Days 
Good Friday (April 18th) and Easter Saturday (April 19th) 11am – 3pm. 
Find out everything you’ve ever wanted to know about attracting wildlife to your garden.  
Experts from the Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust will be on hand with free advice and tips 
about the best plants to buy to provide the perfect environment for birds, insects and 
wildlife and there’ll also be children’s activities to keep the little ones occupied while you 
find out more.  With fabulous new ranges of plants in the garden centre – it’s the perfect 
time to discover more about wildlife-friendly gardening. 
 
Make the most of the long Easter Weekend with a visit to Batsford - buzzing with 
everything you need for the gardening year ahead.  The Arboretum is in full blossom and 
the Garden Shop and Plant Centre are full to bursting with gardening sundries and 
fabulous plants to get you off to a great start in the garden or allotment this spring. 
 
Dawn Chorus Wild Walk.  Saturday 26th April. 4am! 
Alarm clocks at the ready – this event is quite literally only for the early birds!  Join 
Batsford birding expert Arthur Ball for a stroll through the arboretum just before dawn to be 
ready to hear the beautiful dawn chorus.  With more than forty years’ experience, Arthur 
will keep you informed and entertained about our native and visiting birds and help you 
identify them through their song.  Tickets include a bacon roll and coffee in the Visitor 
Centre afterwards.  Please bring binoculars, sturdy footwear and a torch!  Tickets cost £12 
and must be booked in advance by calling us on 01386 701441. 
 
World Tai Chi Day at Batsford  Saturday 26th April.  11am to 12pm. 
Intrigued by the ancient art of Tai Chi – or fancy helping us celebrate World Tai Chi Day 
under the blossom at Batsford?  Join the experts as they demonstrate this fantastic form of 
exercise for all ages and have a go yourself.  This free session is a great introduction to 
Tai Chi and includes entry to the arboretum, which will be at its blowsy spring blossom 
peak! 
Please call us to put your name down for this lovely free event in the arboretum. 
 



 
May Activities 
 
It’s Davidia time at Batsford when our famous tree blooms its little heart out!  See for 
yourself the thousands of white handkerchief-like bracts that give it its common name, the 
Pocket Handkerchief Tree!  Not to be outdone by the Davidia though, you’ll also find 
glades of brightly coloured bluebells and muscari as well as drifts of wild garlic wafting on 
the spring breeze!    
 
Individual RHS member?  Did you know you get free entry to our beautiful arboretum 
throughout May as part of your membership?  What a treat! 
 
 
Early and Late May Bank Holidays.  May 5th and May 26th. 

Bank Holidays were made for relaxing with friends in beautiful places and preparing for the 
gardening year ahead – so what better place to visit than Batsford?  We’re bursting at the 
seams with wonderful plants as well as everything you need for the gardening and 
allotmenteering year ahead.  Wander through the spring-green arboretum soaking up the 
early sunshine and enjoying the sights of the blossom and bulbs, then find time for a spot 
of retail therapy in the Gift Shop and Applestore or treat yourself to a fabulous home-baked 
lunch or afternoon tea. 
 
 
Tai Chi for all.  Bank holiday Monday, 5th May.  2 – 3pm. 
Join tutor and author Neil Hall for a free taster session under the tree canopy at Batsford 
Arboretum.  It’s a great chance to find out about this gentle, effective form of exercise 
which is great for de-stressing and suitable for all ages and abilities.  Places are limited so 
call us on 01386 701441 to reserve your space on this free session, which includes entry 
to the arboretum.  All children must be accompanied by an adult/parent and please make 
sure you wear loose-fitting clothing and light shoes. 
 
 
Davidia Delights.   May 17th to June 1st. 
Prepare to be amazed by what’s widely regarded as one of the country’s oldest and finest 
Davidia Trees right here in Batsford Arboretum.  It’s completely covered in thousands of 
white handkerchief-like bracts which give this amazing tree its common name of the 
Pocket Handkerchief Tree.  We’re confident you’ll be blown away by its beauty! 
 
 
Living Rivers Day.  May 26th – Bank Holiday Monday.  11am to 3pm. 
Our rivers provide a vital life source for local wildlife but are increasingly under threat of 
pollution.  Visit Batsford on our Living Rivers Day to find out more about these important 
natural resources in a fun and friendly way.  Discover what happens when Mr Toad starts 
a new laundry business when Dreamshed Theatre return for two performances of the 
Further Adventures of The Wind In The Willows in the arboretum and then have a look at 
some of the creatures that live in Batsford’s streams and ponds. 
Shows take place at 12pm and 1.30pm with river-dipping between 11am and 3pm.  
Arboretum entrance fee applies. 
 
 
Keep in touch with Batsford by signing up to our mailing list via the website at 
www.batsarb.co.uk or follow us on Facebook (Facebook.com/BatsfordArboretum) and 
Twitter (@batsfordA).  Batsford Arboretum is just a mile and a half from historic  Moreton-
in-Marsh and is open every day except Christmas Day from 9am to 5pm. 
 

http://www.batsarb.co.uk/


 

 
Blossom with daffodils at Batsford 

 

 



  
TREE WARDEN ACTIVITY IN THE COTSWOLDS 

 
 

Ampney St Mary  
 

NEW COMMUNITY MINI-ORCHARD AT AMPNEY ST MARY 
 
Ampney St Mary is a small hamlet of some 80 people off the A417 Cirencester to Fairford 
road, the surrounding land is farmed or privately owned and there is limited scope for tree 
planting.  However Gloucestershire Highways gave permission to plant some trees on a 
wide stretch of unused road verge. At a village meeting last autumn the residents agreed 
to plant some trees which would provide food for people and wildlife.   
 
Some constraints were imposed on the choice of trees by the use of very large farm 
vehicles requiring field access and the need to keep the bases of walls clear for mowing. 
However, by selecting trees of medium sized growth habit, or semi dwarfing rootstocks we 
have planted nine trees during the winter.  These are: a 'Broadview' walnut, a bird cherry, 
a crab apple, two cobnuts, two cherry plums, a damson and an Ampney Red apple.  The 
Ampney Red is now a very rare apple – this particular plant is a graft from a specimen 
found some years ago in the garden of Rose Cottage in Ampney St Mary. 
 
Ten residents kindly gave up some time to come and help with the planting, which was 
organised by the Tree Warden who will be monitoring the trees, keeping them weed free 
and pruning and watering them when necessary.  
 
Pamela Kingsford - Tree Warden 
 

 
Ampney St Mary - an ideal example of an initiative by a small community 

 



 
 
 
Cirencester  
 
In Cirencester, Tree Wardens have been asked by the Town Council to attend meetings of 
the ward-based Community Groups to explain what we do and assist in advising on the 
"greening" of the various areas.   
 
The work to assist the Town Council to assess the trees for which they are responsible in 
the Abbey Grounds continues. This has been slow progress through the winter as a 
combination of weather factors and other commitments have limited time available to visit 
the site and log trees on the electronic device used. We are grateful however to the 
wardens from other parishes who have given time to assist with this.  Hopefully more 
progress will be made with improving weather and more leaves to aid identification!  
 
Fairford 
  
Greg Phillips reports that the trees planted as the first phase of the town's scheme are 
doing well and though a couple of them have suffered a little damage, they should develop 
on. Planning is ongoing for the second phase, though as is so often the case, there are 
permissions and issues to be resolved regarding ownership and approval.  It is still hoped 
that a community orchard may be developed in the not too distant future. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GEOFF'S GARDENING CORNER 
Trees for Small Gardens 

 

Owners of small plots often ignore trees, believing it impossible to find space for one 
without it rapidly blocking out all the light and quickly over-running their tiny garden. But 
not all trees grow to be huge specimens.  There are many well behaved trees that won’t 
outgrow their space, are compact, upright or will happily grow in a pot. 
 
Japanese maples are a good example because they are very slow growing and have a 
beautiful shape and colourful foliage. Another good example is Liquidambar styraciflua 
‘Gumball’. 
 
A tree is the natural focal point of a small garden and should have a lot of decorative effect 
either from leaf shape and colour, flowers and fruit or unusual bark. Another useful 
characteristic might be to provide shade or screening. 
 
Multi stemmed trees give a light, airy feel to a small garden. The effect can be achieved by 
either cutting back young trees or by planting young trees together.  Betula pendula and 
alders work well for this method mainly because they naturally grow like this. 
. 
Two good examples of shade giving trees for small spaces are Amelanchier, golden-
leaved Robinia pseudoacacia ‘Frisia’ and cherries like Prunus sargentii. 
 

 
Amelanchier leaves and berries 

 

 

 

 
Liquidambar styraciflua "Gumball" 

 

There are many trees with a columnar habit that will give height but take up little space 
and this characteristic is not restricted to conifers. The beautiful flowering cherry, Prunus 
‘Amanogawa’ has upright branches that allow the tree to remain thin without spreading 
outwards.  
 
In my tiny town centre courtyard garden I have 5 trees growing in pots their ages ranging 
from 20 years down to 5 years. They are 2 acers, an apple tree, an ornamental red 
hawthorn and a 10 foot high leylandii. With a little bit of research it really is possible to find 
a tree for just about any size of garden. 
Geoffrey Carr Garden Design 



 

 

  

 

TREE AND LEAF 
ETC. 

 Have you or your parish 
any interesting items or 
events which you would 
like to report on in Tree 
and Leaf?   

 Have you places to visit 
you wish to share? 

Please submit any articles to Ann 
Jones, either electronically to 
twgcotswold@yahoo.co.uk or by 
post addressed to 161 Alexander 
Drive, Cirencester, 
Gloucestershire, GL7 1UQ.   
 
Visit The Cotswold Tree 
Warden Group Website  
http://www.cotswoldtreewardengroup.org.uk/ 
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