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COPPICING AND HEDGE LAYING DAY 2016

Our chairman Mike Hartnell, arranged a repeat of last year's coppicing and hedgelaying
course. Despite having to abandon our original planned date because of adverse weather
conditions, we managed to find another "slot" in the calendar. Once again, Mike arranged
for expert John Hall to kindly give his time to educate us in this old craft. So, a keen group
from the length and breadth of Gloucestershire met up on Saturday 20th February at
Whichwood (across the border into Oxfordshire) courtesy of Mr Henry Warriner. Despite a
muddy track, conditions in the wood were fine for coppicing to collect stakes (upright
supports) and hetherings (whippier wood for horizontal binding). Mike had already
gathered some suitable examples to save us valuable time. However, it was important for
all to realise that the raw materials may well not be to hand on the site where the hedge is
to be laid.

Relocating to Ditchford, north of Moreton-in-Marsh, after a short refreshment break, we set
about continuing the hedging started by the group twelve months ago on the farm of Mr
David Gadd. Attendees were mostly a new set of people, but the group quickly set about
the various skills. Some took the collected stakes and added shaped one end into points far easier to knock them into the ground with these! Others started work on what already
existed in the hedgerow. Most of what was there could be incorporated into the new
structure, but it was first necessary to trim off much of the growth to the front and back of
the line along the hedge to help create a neater form. Stems which are too far out of line
may however be sacrificed.

This provides a basis along the hedge for cutting
and laying the existing hedgerow wood. An axe
or blllhook can be used to cut into the remaining
hedging or trees at a sharp angle (see figure on
the right) in order that the upper section can be
bent over. This is termed pleaching, the stems
being pleachers.
Stakes are knocked in at equal intervals,
generally a forearm's length and the partially cut
stems, or pleachers, can then be lowered and
inrterwoven between the stakes. Although some
stems may be only 2 feet long, if only a few are
say ten feet, it is surprising how well the gaps
between the stakes are filled in. From the
pleaching cuts, substantial growth will spring up,
regenerating the hedge naturally.

Hetherings are then added across the top, binding the whole together for a practical and
hopefully aesthetically pleasing finish. These are ‘batted down’ to make a level hedge and
the tops of stakes trimmed to conclude the job, which most importantly should make a
stock-proof boundary to the field.

Because the hedge is worked from what is already there, small gaps will probably be
evident as we work the hedge. A significant element of the skill passed on by our trainers
is to demonstrate how laying the existing wood can fill most of the gaps, which within one
or two years will create substantial new growth. Farm stock, sheep, cattle etc will find it
immediately impassable, but the less obvious small animals and birds will be able to pass
through it, find food in it and use it for shelter. Success all round.

RIVER BANK HEDGE LAYING
Geoff Carr was one of the attendees at the 2015 Coppicing and Hedgelaying Training Day.
Little did he realise that it would prove to be of value to him so soon. Here is his article
complete with 'before' and 'after' photos.

The 2015 Cotswold Tree
Warden Group coppicing
and hedge laying course
could not have come at a
better moment for me. I was
in the middle of some
discussions
with
the
Environment Agency about
how to stabilise a 200 metre
stretch of river bank and, to
be blunt, the discussions
had not gone in my favour. I
was representing a client of
mine
who
lived
near
Cirencester
and
whose
garden was bounded on one
side by the fledgling River
Thames. It was my job to
redesign their garden and
we’d got to the stage where
the garden met the river and
it was very plain that the
river had declared war on
the garden and the garden
was caving in.
My discussion with the
Environment Agency started
with an application to extend
an existing stone- built river
wall to cover the 200 metre
hitherto unprotected bank.
“No” was the clear reply to
my application to extend the
stone-built river wall. Stonebuilt walls are not looked
upon at all favourably for
some very good reasons
which I had not considered.

Site photo 1 "Before"

During a very useful and
much appreciated site
visit from the Environment
Agency it became clear
that a ‘soft wall’ was the
only allowable way to stop
the river eating up more
large chunks of my client’s
garden. “But” I asked,
“What is a soft wall?” And
then
came
the
Environment
Agency’s
reply, the reply that
coincided so perfectly with
the coppicing and hedge
laying course; “It’s usually
made of woven willow that
in time will form a strong
river bank which won’t
suffer from the undertow
associated with stone
walls and it will also allow
water voles to live and
thrive.”

Site photo 1 "After"

A five metre high self
sown willow was growing
on the river bank and it
presented itself as the
perfect
specimen
to
become a river bank
hedge/ soft wall. Using the
knowledge gained on the
coppicing
and
hedge
laying course and with the
approval
of
the
Environment Agency I set
about splitting the willow
and laying a living hedge
along the river bank.
Splitting the five metre
high willow gave me a 10
metre long stretch of soft
wall which I fashioned into
a rather unconventional
but none the less effective
living wall/hedge.

Site photo 2 "Before"

Site photo 2"After"

I’ve not seen this technique before and I’d be interested to know if anyone
has previously combined hedge laying with river bank stabilisation. It didn’t
matter that the amount of willow available from the five metre high tree was
nowhere near enough to complete the 200 metre stretch of river bank. Over
the past 12 months the living willow hedge/wall has thrown up enough
perfectly straight shoots for me to comfortably make another ten metre length
of wall. This is a process that I will continue until the whole length of
vulnerable river bank is protected.

Site photo 3 "Before"

The final job of each stage is to back-fill between the collapsed river bank and
the new hedge/wall and this has proved to be the perfect place to use the
tons of Cotswold brash and rough top soil excavated during the redesign of
the garden. I’m particularly pleased that all the materials for this job have
come from their original site and that not a single item has had to be
transported by road or been brought in from far flung parts of the country. A
further positive result of the Environment Agency’s emphatic “No” is that my
client has been spared the cost of spending thousands of pounds on a stone
built wall. I’m sure the water voles will also be very happy with their new
habitat.

Site photo 3 "After"

All of the above took place last year. I have recently taken the following photo
to show how things are settling in.

Site photo 4 "One year on"

Geoff Carr

ORCHARD TRAINING
The sun shone on the group which gathered at Barton House Orchard, Cirencester on
Wednesday 3rd March for training under the expert guidance of Dave Kaspar.
Unfortunately it was also cold, rained and tried its best to hail and snow too! Spring-like
outside it was not. However our purpose was learning to prune fruit trees and the season
was definitely right for that.

Dave Kaspar demonstrates pruning of new apple trees....
It didn't feel like two years since we held the last such training day, with Dave Kaspar
having been ill last year.
Our hosts, Frank & Marilyn Gardner of Barton House, once again were most welcoming
with tea/coffee and biscuits available on arrival. As well as our local contingent, we had
visitors from Warwickshire and Leicestershire too!
Dave had prepared an illustrated talk to highlight important and interesting facts about
orchards. However he decided it would be best to limit himself to an introduction to allow
us to get outside whilst the weather was suitable. Thus we got ourselves booted and
jacketed, went outside.... and it started raining. Then it started sleeting. We are not fair
weather gardeners, but at this point we hurried back indoors for the rest of Dave's talk.
During this time of course, the sun started to shine.
Undeterred, we got back outside to resume our learning, first on how to deal with growth
on newly planted trees, then applying the same principles to some of the old trees of
Barton Orchard. After a lunch break, warming up and getting chance of a good chat
between our varied group, we headed out once more. Following a reminder about health
and safety whilst working, with Dave's excellent ladders the team were able to get up close
among the branches and put their learning into practice.

After Joseph Davies had climbed the old Catshead tree to obtain suitable grafting wood,
Dave gave a quick demonstration of grafting, which surely enthused people to "have a go"
themselves as a most satisfying way of producing new trees.
Most people were able to stay at the conclusion for more refreshments from our hosts,
including scones and clotted cream. Everyone seemed to have found the day worthwhile,
even if it was a little chilly.

....before the group gets hands-on experience on the old ones

Day's Cottage
Upton Lane
Brookthorpe
Gloucester
GL4 0UT
Tel /Fax : 01452- 813602
E-Mail :

applejuice@dayscottage.co.uk

Contacts: Helen & Dave

GEOFF'S GARDENING CORNER
How To Create Your Own Low Maintenance Cottage Style Garden

Although glorious in spring and summer there are two drawbacks to the traditional cottage
style of garden. They are very high maintenance and they don’t give year round interest or
provide a lawn for games and relaxing. I’m all for squeezing the biggest bang for your buck
from a garden and if you follow these tips and suggestions you can achieve the cottage
garden look without sacrificing your lawn or being a slave to it and leaving wide open
spaces during autumn and winter.
The basic pattern usually includes a tree, evergreen shrubs, evergreen groundcover,
spring/summer colour and a cherry on top provided by blousy plants in pots. Ideally you
should have a tree to give the garden a visual framework from which everything else
harmoniously flows. Even better if it is a fruit tree. Plant it where it won’t interfere with
neighbours, drains or telephone wires. The best spot is where you can see it from the
house and towards the back of the garden. If your garden is bigger than the average semi
or urban detached you can simply multiply the trees and put more beds and borders where
they can be seen to their advantage, either from the house, the patio or the summer
house.
For spring flower interest you can’t do much better than snowdrops, hellebores, daffs,
grape hyacinth or Anemone blanda ‘Violet Star’. Spring interest shrubs and trees include
Salix caprea ‘Kilmarnock’, Corylus avellana ‘Contorta’, Daphne mezereum, Chaenomeles
x superba ‘Knap Hill Scarlet’ or Prunus sargentii.

Anenome blanda "Violet Star" (By Magnus Manske (Own work) [CC BY-SA 3.0])

Next up come the evergreen shrubs and ground cover for the year round interest. Choisya
‘Sundance’, Euonymus, Pittosporum, Clematis armandii, Clematis cirrhosa, ivies, hollies,
honeysuckle and cotoneaster are reliable evergreen shrubs. Although I like Box for its year
round structure I’ve noticed a lot more incidence of blight recently compared to years past.

For something more exotic, there are Yuccas,
Viburnum, Cordyline, Phormium or Fatsia
japonica. Evergreen ground cover can be
provided by Heuchera, thrift, Euphorbia
robbiae, Hebe ‘Blue Clouds’, Vinca minor ’La
Grave’ or Bergenia.
The spring/summer wow factor can be
provided by the likes of lavender, dianthus,
geranium, Alchemilla mollis, aster, Achillea,
forget-me-not, aquilegia, crocosmia, viola, iris,
delphinium or any other of the cottage garden
herbaceous perennials. Finally, the scene will
be truly set if you have space for a rose
covered rustic arch, arbour, pergola and seat.
A spring or summer visit to the garden centre
will quickly show you what tempting eye candy
is available for your patio pots. Another place
for masses of useful plant information is the
gardening section of the library or if you are an
armchair gardener why not visit the plant
selector pages at www.rhs.org.uk? However,
by far the best plan for inspiration is to visit
some of the beautiful and established cottage
gardens that open to the public at this time of
year. What better way to spend an afternoon
than relaxing and learning in an inspirational
garden?

Geoff Carr

SPRING SPECTACULAR AT BEAUTIFUL BATSFORD ARBORETUM
Batsford Arboretum is living proof it’s not just for autumn – it’s in the spring the wild garden
really comes into its own.
The Fuji cherries – a mountain variety of Japanese cherry – kick-start the blossom
displays alongside the stunning displays of 73 different varieties of Magnolia, weather
permitting.
The wow factor arrives from early April thanks to the Japanese flowering cherries - as
holders of the National Collection of Prunus (Sato-Sakura group) cherries, Batsford is
home to 120 trees in clusters around the 56 acre arboretum. The 52 different varieties,
known as Japanese village cherries, offer a confetti of colour appearing gradually from
early April to early May. Colours range from pure white to fuchsia pink and every shade inbetween. A large variety of flowering cherries are available to buy from the Plant Centre at
Batsford.
Also in flower are hundreds of golden Daffodils, plus Hellebores and Skunk Cabbage - with
their bright yellow flower - followed by Snake's head fritillaries and Muscari (grape)
hyacinths in early April.
In mid-May, Batsford Arboretum’s famous Pocket Handkerchief Tree – the Davidia
involucrata – springs into life. The tree is known as the Pocket Handkerchief Tree because
each flower is protected by two long white bracts which look like white handkerchiefs
hanging from the branches. After it was discovered growing wild in China towards the end
of the nineteenth century, seeds were sent back to the UK by Victorian plant hunter Ernest
Wilson in 1901. Batsford’s specimen was one of the first to be planted in Britain in around
1910 and is believed to be one of the largest in the UK today.
Also to look out for from late-May are beautiful Alliums lining the entrance to the
Arboretum, plus drifts of stunning Camassia.
Spring events at Batsford
Dawn Chorus Wild Walk, Saturday 30th April, from 4am
Join Batsford birding expert Arthur Ball for a stroll through the Arboretum to hear the
beautiful dawn chorus. With more than forty years’ experience, Arthur will keep you
informed and entertained about the native and visiting birds and help you identify them
through their song. Tickets cost £12 (£10 for Batsford Season Ticket holders) and include
a bacon roll and coffee afterwards. Call 01386 701441 to book.
Celebrate World Tai Chi Day, Saturday 30th April, 11am - 12pm
Intrigued by the ancient art of Tai Chi, or fancy helping to celebrate World Tai Chi Day
under the spring blossom at Batsford? Join the experts as they demonstrate this fantastic
form of exercise for all ages, and have a go yourself. This free session is a great
introduction to Tai Chi and includes entry to the Arboretum. For more details, visit
www.batsarb.co.uk
‘Wild Words’: All-genres writing workshop at Batsford Arboretum
Wednesday 4th May, 10.30am-3.00pm
£30 per person. Please bring a packed lunch
In the stunning natural environment of Batsford’s 56-acre arboretum, Bridget Holding helps
participants to connect with the ‘instinctual writer’ using ‘sensory impressions’ and ‘bodily
sensations’ to bring power and aliveness into writing, and move from creative block to
creative flow.

Bridget Holding, a former associate lecturer for The Open University, has been a tutor of
creative writing for the Lifelong Learning Department of The University of Exeter since
2008 and founded ‘Wild Words’ and The Society of Writers-in-the-Wild in 2011. She wrote
and directed The Rat Trap (Sky Short Film of the Year Award) and worked in the editorial
department on The Full Monty. For more information and to book, visit
www.campdenlitfest.co.uk
Batsford Arboretum, Batsford, Nr. Moreton-in-Marsh GL56 9AD
Tel: 01386 701441
www.batsarb.co.uk

Magnolia and Cherry blossom at Batsford

We are open every day from 10amto 5 pm
- 55 acres of breathtaking trees and wild garden - Freshly-baked food in the Garden Terrace Café - Beautiful, quality plants, gifts & garden sundries - Expert gardening advice - Unique, shabby chic interior design ideas from the Applestore - Family fun in the Cotswold Falconry Centre -

Davidia involucrata or Handkerchief Tree

JIM NUNN - POULTON TREE WARDEN
This is the first edition of Tree and Leaf since the death was announced of Poulton
Tree Warden, Jim Nunn. Jim passed on 21st December 2015 and will be greatly
missed by all. Though a Tree Warden for some 15 years, this period is belittled by
the many years of service which Jim gave to all aspects of Poulton life. This
included time as parish councillor,40 years of trusteeship of the Allotment Charity
and a massive 50 plus from player through to chairman of the football club.
It is planned to plant a tree in Poulton in Jim's memory. We are in consultation with
the Parish Council on this.
We are pleased that Jean Nunn intends to retain her connections with CTWG.

COTSWOLD TREE WARDEN GROUP - FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Here are details of further 2016 events arranged so far:
Please note that there is a contribution of £2 per person for each event (unless otherwise
stated) to assist towards group costs.
Thursday 14th April 2016 Joint meeting with the RFS - Illustrated talks - Geoff
March entitled 'Scenes from an Arboricultural Consultant's Life'. Barrie Wellington
and Mike Hartnell will give a presentation on 'Trees from Nursery to Planting and
Management' - at Cirencester

The Oak Avenue at Newent Arboretum - Barrie Wellington (see 14th April meeting above) was
instrumental in setting up the Arboretum

Wednesday 25th May 2016 - May Walk at Eyford Park, Upper Slaughter, GL54 2JN
This will be an evening event, arrive from 6.15 for a 6.30 start. A walk around the grounds
of this excellent estate, including the lake. Our thanks to Mrs Heber-Percy, who will be
serving a drink on our arrival, for allowing us the chance of this visit.
Saturday 9th July 2016 – Annual Conference based at Hawkesbury Upton with a
visit to Westonbirt Arboretum
This will be a whole day event. Speakers Ted Green of the Ancient Tree Forum and Guy
Watson of Certhia Consulting. We will be welcomed by Pauline Buchanan Black, Director
General of The Tree Council. Further details and booking form will be available soon. The
contribution requested for Conference, to include refreshments and a buffet lunch, has
been kept at £15 for a further year..

Saturday 1st October 2016 – Full Day (including AGM) – What Tree Wardens Do – a
day for existing Tree Wardens, interested people and Parishes, based at The Polo
Club, Cirencester Park.
Jon Stokes, Programme Director at The Tree Council, will lead the day. A light buffet will
be served and a £2 contribution would be appreciated. This event is open to all. Further
details available soon.
Sat/Sunday October - Date to be confirmed – Orchard Apple Picking Weekend,
Barton House Orchard, Cirencester
Full details for these and other events as they arise can be found at our website or direct
from Ann Jones - details on the back page.

SEASONS
CONFUSED?
Most
of
us
have
spotted
trees
and
plants this year which
are coming into leaf or
flowering at times we
may not consider to be
normal.
So what might you
expect to see at this
time of year?
Well, this photograph
of Aesculus x neglecta
'Erythroblastos'
was
taken at Westonbirt in
the first half of April a
few years ago.

And here is what it
looked like close up.

Aesculus x neglecta ' Erythroblastos




TREE AND LEAF
ETC.
Have you or your parish any interesting items or events which you would like to
report on in Tree and Leaf?
Have you places to visit you wish to share?

Please submit any articles to Ann Jones, either electronically to twgcotswold@yahoo.co.uk
or by post addressed to 161 Alexander Drive, Cirencester, Gloucestershire, GL7 1UQ.
Visit The Cotswold Tree Warden Group Website
http://www.cotswoldtreewardengroup.org.uk/
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