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HEDGELAYING 2017 

 

 

 
Hedgelaying 25th February 2017 

 
“Here daffodils bloom as they are told 

Unkempt about those hedges blow 
An unofficial  English  Rose”.       

 
(from "The Old Vicarage, Grantchester" by Rupert Brooke)   

         .                                   
Ten prospective hedge layers gathered on a fairly blustery, but thankfully dry, day at 
Ditchford Hill Farm, the property of David Gabb and about 3 1/2 miles north of Moreton-in-
Marsh, organised by Alan and Ann Jones and lead by Michael  Hartnell. Chairman of the 
CTWG, and John Hall. There were in addition 6 of us – 5 tree wardens and 5 visitors in 
total.  
The hedge to be laid was of hawthorn and consisted mainly of trees of middle age and 
about 10-20 feet  high.  We had started laying it 2 years ago and so this was the third year.  
In previous years we had first cut the hazel stakes for support and the heatherings from a 
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coppiced woodland nearby at Whichford, near Long Compton, but this time they were 
already collected – and so we could start immediately on the hedge laying proper.  We had 
about 50 yards to do, which took us about 4 hours. 

First the stakes were cut to length and sharpened at one end.  Then they were hammered 
into the line of the hedge 1 cubit (we were a very traditional bunch!) apart.  The next tree in 
line was then partly sawn through at the base of its trunk (by noisy chain saws alas – but it 
did speed up the process and reduce the work) and pulled and pushed over until it lay 
horizontally along the line of stakes.  A good deal of trimming of the tree and its branches 
had of course to be done as the trees were fairly well spaced and had grown quite 
substantial crowns.  The object of the trimming was to get the branches to lie as neatly as 
possible along the stakes at a height from the ground of no more than 3’6” or 4’.  When all 
the trees had been so laid and their bases tidied up, the heatherings could be woven in a 
sort of rope-work pattern, 4-6 at a time, along the top of the stakes to add support to them, 
bind them tightly in a straight line and keep the laid branches in place. 
 
The heatherings were slender rods of hazel from 10-20 feet long which could be 
interwoven and twisted along the top of the stakes.  The stakes were then trimmed to a 

uniform height and – voilà – the job was completed.  Any brash had been thrown into the 
spinney behind the new hedge, to act as shelter for wildlife and prevent deer browsing so 
easily on the young trees. 
 
Each part of the process took a fair bit of muscle power and stretched limbs and tendons.  
Stake sharpening involved resting the end on a low block of wood and sharpening the end 
with a bill-hook – backbreaking after a time.  Banging the stakes into the ground needed 
not only strength to use the 10lb sledge hammer, but height as well as the stakes were 
over 5’ long and were knocked in about 9” or so.  Levelling a tree with a trunk girth of 
about  6” was easy only if the preliminary cutting of the trunk had been nicely judged and 
there was good team work in pushing the tree over.  Thinning and laying out the branches 
in a neat line along the stakes was relatively easy, but winding the heatherings in and out 
of stakes about 18” apart took some strength if the heathering was relatively thick – over 
say 1 1/2” diameter, which many of them were – at least at their base. 
 
We reached the target which, when added to that done in the previous 2 years, amounted 
to about 100 yards.  And at the right time too – the rain started just as we finished.  It was 
a hard half-day’s work, but thoroughly worthwhile.  The view  from the site was marvellous 
and we saw a buzzard or two. 
 
Christopher Coghlan 

 



 COTSWOLD TREE WARDEN GROUP - FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 

Here are details of further 2017 events arranged so far: 
[Please note that there is a contribution of £2 per person for each event (unless otherwise 
stated) to assist towards group costs.] 
 

Wednesday 5th April – Evening talk by Andrew Smith, Director, Westonbirt 
Arboretum 
 

This year, for this third annual joint event with the Royal Forestry Society we welcome 
Andrew Smith, Director of Westonbirt Arboretum.  Andrew joined RFS members on a trip 
to New England last autumn and will be presenting to us on the theme of “What New 
England can teach Old England”.  Tea/coffee and cake will be available from 6.30 with the 
presentation starting at 7 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 17th May 2017 - May Walk, Spring Hill Estate, Blockley, GL56 9TW 
 

Another evening visit to an interesting property not normally open to the public.  Mike 
Hartnell, who manages the woodland at the property, will be showing us round the 
grounds. Arrive from 6.15 p.m. for a 6.30 start. 
 

Saturday 17th June 2017 – Conference 
 

Our Annual Conference this year will be based at Miserden Village Hall.  The day will 
include a presentation by David Lewis (Royal Agricultural University and Royal Forestry 
Society), a visit to the estate parkland, courtesy of Nicholas Wills. Anna Ball will be 
discussing the listing of gardens, followed by a visit to Misarden Park Gardens. Included 
during the day are refreshments and a buffet lunch. The fee is £15 for this event. 
 

Saturday 23rd September 2017 – Tree Council South West Regional Forum 
 

We are hosting this year’s event as part of our celebration of 20 years of the Cotswold 
Tree Warden Group.  The base for the day is Chedworth Village Hall. Speakers will be Dr 
Ian Grange (Royal Agricultural University) and Jon Stokes, of the Tree Council and will 
include a visit to a local wood. Included during the day are refreshments and a buffet 
lunch.  
 

Thursday 5th October 2017 - AGM and presentation 
 

Popular speaker Guy Watson will be entertaining and challenging us this evening, when 
we will also have our AGM.  It is 20 years since the foundation of the Group, then under 
the auspices of Cotswold District Council.  A celebration cake will be accompanied by 
tea /coffee available from 6.30 with the presentation starting at 7 p.m. 
 

October 2017 – Community Orchard Days 
 

Subject once again to nature providing a crop of apples, our Community Orchard Days will 
be held one weekend in October at Barton House Orchard for a ‘pick your own’ opportunity 
with voluntary donations going to group funds.  Watch for a date announcement. 

 



ORCHARD TRAINING - MARCH 2017 
 

The weather was kind to those who gathered at Barton House Orchard on 2nd March 
2017 for fruit tree pruning guidance under the expert tuition of Dave Kaspar. It was the first 
course attended by most and following Dave’s indoor introduction we headed out into the 
orchard – and sunshine, which was very welcome so early in the season.  The period 
before lunch consisted of Dave's practical basic pruning instruction, while after lunch there 
was chance for hands-on work on some of the old, mature trees in this lovely setting.  
 
Christopher Bailey has been connected to CTWG for some years. As an attendee on 
the recent orchard training, he has kindly given this personal record of the day's 
activity. 

Tree pruning day 2 March 2017 at Barton House, Cirencester 
 

Talk and practical demonstration by Dave Kaspar of Day’s Cottage 
 
Dave started off by saying that trees don’t behave, have confidence as trees are very 
forgiving. He then took us on a whirlwind tour - via photos -  of some examples of orchards 
around Gloucestershire, Herefordshire and Worcestershire looking at their beauty and 
habitat. A little about Dave himself – he started off in London teaching French and Spanish 
around 30 years ago and after 5 years thought there must be better things in life – years 
later his partner is Helen and together they run Day’s Cottage – a traditional fruit juice, 
cider and perry maker and guardian of many fine orchards. 
 
25 years ago you couldn’t give apples away and Gloucestershire has one of the best 
climates in the world for apples and pears.  What was wrong?  – apples were just dropping 
off the trees and you could not put cows and sheep etc under fruiting trees as the apples 
would ferment in their stomachs, often leading to death. He thus started to sell cider and 
perry in local markets rather than buy cider shipped half way around the world. (As an 
aside, I remember working as a student for Bulmers in 1970’s where a lot of their apples 
came from Australia as well as locally.)  Gloucestershire had lots of unusual apples and so 
in 2001 they formed the Gloucestershire Orchard Trust which is a museum of apples and 
pears. Charles Martell helped establish this by providing grafts of traditional trees. Of 
course bees are equally important to the orchards.   
 

 
How to prune young trees - taking note and taking notes 



Gloucestershire is famous for its perry pear orchards thought to have been brought here 
by the Romans where retired Roman soldiers were given plots of land to grow trees etc.  
May Hill was a particularly good spot. Apples were little known about at that time except in 
Syria. In the 1700’s Belgian glass blowers came near to May Hill where a combination of 
Forest of Dean coal and their glass blowing skills produced particularly strong glass 
bottles. These were able to withstand the pressures of fermentation and hence sparkling 
drink  started in the UK not France! 
 
Orchards were an important part of the local economy and produce from them was widely 
exported. In 1920’s Helen's great aunt derived an income equivalent to £15000 from the 
orchard she planted in 1912. One early apple was the Blenheim Orange  from 1740’s. 
Orchards are themselves an important part of the local biodiversity where fallen dead 
wood provides habitat for many including noble chafer, stag beetle etc.  Mistletoe is also 
found in abundance in the 3 counties.  The modern craze for having a few horses in a 
paddock with old trees is not a good idea as they strip the bark off trees.  Dave then read a 
poem by Robert Frost about apple picking. 
 
A little history on root 
stocks – Frank Matthews 
produced early root stocks 
as the stock controls the 
vigour of the tree grafted 
onto it. Growing trees from 
pips produces variable 
trees due to pollination 
from other species of tree 
pollen. What was required 
was consistency and so 
grafting onto root stock 
evolved. The M in root 
stock stands for Malling 
(East Malling Research 
Station) where many of the 
stocks were tested and the 
numbers derived from the 
test samples. As an aside, 
grafting is performed in 
winter and budding in the 
summer.  
 
Recently Natural England 
carried out a DNA survey 
of old apples and found 
that some apparently 
different named species 
were actually genetically 
identical e. g. Norfolk 
Beefy is the same as the 
Gloucester Red Two Year 
Old. 
 

 

 
Working from higher ladders held steady! 

(Photo by Christopher Bailey) 

 
Identification of old apples – bring them along to the annual apple day in the Autumn in 
Stroud, send them to RHS at Brogdale or come along to Day’s Cottage ( no more than 5 
varieties at a time as it is quite time consuming to research) – event held nearest Sunday 
to mid Oct.  



After donning good shoes and jackets we emerged into the sunshine to the Barton House 
orchard which is a very old orchard.  A little bit about orchards – how small can they be, 
well a few square metres  is sufficient when planting, like the 5 on a dice, using a less 
vigorous root stock such as M27. 
 
On old trees pruning is usually carried out over 3-5 years in stages. 
 
A little on tools – use good secateurs with overlapping blades rather than the blade onto 
flat surface type as the latter tends to cause crushing damage to the cut tree.  Saws – 
Silky produce an excellent saw for around £30 and the blade can be replaced for £20.  
Cutting – cut at 90 degrees to branch if removing a side branch or if pruning a side branch 
to a bud then cut at an angle so the rain runs off. 
 
New trees: 

- 1 year old often referred to as maiden or whips and typically are just a straight twig 

with no side shoots.  

- 2 years a feathered tree is supplied which is as one year plus a few side branches.  

As the tree grows these initial side branches will be too low and will need removing 

as the tree grows. Don’t remove the top growing tip as that dictates the height of the 

tree although it is possible to encourage a new leader from one of the side shoots.  

In trimming side branches cut down to around 4-5 buds – it is acceptable to cut 

down right next to the bud rather than leave a small amount of branch between 

buds as this discourages die back.  

- 3 years – if leaning use bamboo cane to help support the tree. Take off each side 

stem to 4-5 buds.  Some 3 year old will be around 6 foot tall and if so then the 

leader can be taken out to encourage a bowl of growth at that point next year.  

- 4 year – take old lower branches off to encourage new ‘bowl’ of growth at top of 

tree.  

- 5 year – take out side branches to 4-5 buds and take out leader to encourage 

feathering of branches lower down (if not taken out in previous years).  Regarding 

cut wounds – don’t use Arbrex or similar compounds, cow dung is just as effective! 

- 6 year – cut all lower branches off. For bowl at top leave 5 branches to fan out 

radially including the leader.  

As buds get older they fruit less so pruning encourages new growth and buds which 
improves fruiting.  Fruit trees can be either tip or spur fruit bearing – depends on species. 
For espaliers you want spur not tip bearers.  It is possible to encourage dormant buds on a 
stem to produce a new side branch by rolling the secateurs’ just above the bud as this will 
stimulate growth at that bud rather than at a higher point in the tree. Growth buds at 1 year 
and in second year fruit buds. 
 
Removal of larger branches – saw off beyond the intended cut point to take weight off the 
branch first and then make 90 degree cut at intended point.   
 
Plums and other stone fruit are pruned in May/June rather than winter as in the winter 
disease can enter the cut points (bleeding in May/June has a washing out effect).  
 
Grafting: 

- rootstock M9 - quick growth 
- M25 - slow but vigorous 



- M26 - quick but shorter 
- M27 - dwarf 
- M106 - semi-dwarf 
- MM111 - less vigour than M25 but more resistant to mould (the 2nd M here = 

Merton where further root stock research took place, so ‘MM’ = Malling Merton) 

Not difficult to create new root stock – just mound up around base of tree with mulch to 
encourage new roots at each bud points and then cut into sections and plant on.  Pear will 
root on pear, apple on apple, quince on quince although pear and quince will also take on 
Hawthorn root stock. 
 

Grafting – ensure whip and tongue match for diameter. Cut between buds about 1 foot up 
the root stock at roughly 45 degrees. .Do same on the scion (cutting). Then make an 
incision to form a tongue and cut through the centre pale green cambium layer and make 
the cut to about the depth of the knife blade.  Then push both scion and root stock together 
and bind tightly with grafting tape. Does not matter if the terminal bud is missing but keep 
at least 4-5 buds on the scion.  The next step is lots of patience following years 1 to 6 as 
indicated above. 
 

 
Hard graft?  Well, it certainly takes practice to do it well. 

 

Following this we ended the day with scones, clotted cream and jam, courtesy of our hosts 
Frank and Marilyn Gardner who also supplied refreshments through the event – what an 
excellent day. 
 

Christopher Bailey FRSB, FTOPRA 

Day's Cottage 

Upton Lane  

Brookthorpe  

Gloucester  

GL4 0UT 

Tel /Fax : 01452- 813602 

E-Mail : 
applejuice@dayscottage.co.uk 

 

Contacts: Helen & Dave 
 

ORCHARD WORKING PARTY 

mailto:applejuice@dayscottage.co.uk


 

Following on from the training day above, five members of the group gathered at the 
orchard on 11th March to get more practice of what had been taught, as well as to 
progress the improvements to some of the  apple trees, which had had no recent pruning. 
We were joined by Frank Gardner  and his gardener/handyman John.   
 

Firstly, and in recognition of the income kindly donated by the Gardners as a result of the 
community apple picking days, we presented Frank with three young trees, supplied by 
Dave Kaspar - two plums, Marjorie's Seedling and Old Green Gage and an apple John 
Standish. Planting these, and in particular protecting them with suitable guards, took some 
time - helped (?) by the dogs Bishop and Paris! 
 
 

 
Tim Donohue, John and Frank Gardner with one of the trees planted 

 
 

In the meantime, Daphne Morton and Cate Luck set about the two Newton Wonder trees 
at the western end of the orchard. Exacerbated by some part-fractured limbs, these had 
produced numerous branches at or very near ground level.  Despite an unruly 
appearance, they have however produced huge crops in recent years. This has been to 
the delight of many of the youngsters who have been able at Community Orchard Days to 
collect fruit readily without the need for extending pickers.    
 
 

However it is evident that with many crossing branches and the weight to be supported, 
some of the limbs - especially those already damaged - are likely to suffer further.  In order 
to prolong the life of the tree and its productivity some attention has become overdue.  
Most of our readers will be aware that a pruning regime should be undertaken over a 
period of years.  Besides, we were not equipped on the day for taking out larger limbs.  
There was however plenty for us to work on and with the whole group now  involved we 
were able to remove some of the moderate branches and recent growth and introduce a 
little more air and light.  Hopefully, the trees will show their appreciation by cropping well 
again this year.   
 



 
Daphne and Cate getting to grips with 'Newton Wonder' 

 
Nearby there are two trees, afflicted by age and affected by stormy weather.  Damage to 
one was the result of this winter's weather. Whilst badly affected, it was not completely 
broken off and has a chance of surviving and redirecting some of its vigour through new 
growth.  At worst, it is of course a useful habitat for various creatures.  Its neighbour had 
taken a similar, though slightly less drastic, hit a couple of years earlier and though clearly 
not well, still managed to produce fruit in 2016.  We didn't have the option of doing 
anything to these two on the day.  Indeed the best course of action may be to plant a 
couple of replacements nearby to maintain the longer term stocking of the orchard. 
 
Before we ended our session, Tim Donohue was able to pass on some of his experience - 
started on an earlier training session and developed mainly on the community orchard at 
Daglingworth - as  we set about work on one of the smaller apple trees.  All were agreed of 
the benefits of putting training into practice whilst the lessons are still clear in the mind.  
Add to that fresh air, community spirit and a feeling of satisfaction at having achieved 
something - what better way is there to spend a few hours? 
 

 



JOE WATSON 
1928 - 2017 

 

 
Joe in 2008 - photo by Kasia Fiszer 

 
Just about everyone who has anything to do with trees anywhere near Cirencester will 
have known the late Joe Watson.  Indeed, he was known to many, much farther afield.  As 
the founder of the company which is one of this Group's supporters he was a familiar 
figure at a number of our events over the years. At these and also at Royal Forestry 
Society meetings he was always keen to share some of his enthusiasm for, and 
knowledge of, trees.  His departure leaves a gap in his family, the tree world and the local 
community - our thoughts are with his family. 
 
The family, Joe's children - Joe, Jane and Jenny -  have allowed us to print this obituary 
put together by them and also the following text "I Believe" - Joe's thoughts, committed to 
paper by daughter, Jenny Phelps.  
 
"Joe Watson was born in West Yorkshire and after Batley Grammar School and National 
Service (where, coincidently, he was stationed for a time in the beautiful Bathurst Park in 
Cirencester), he studied Botany at Imperial College, London. 
 
In 1951 he went on to study Forestry at Merton College, Oxford, where he met his wife 
Sally, joining the Colonial Forest Service, Malaya (now Malaysia) the following year. As 
Forest Officer, part of his role was to establish forest plans for virgin territory in the state of 
Pahang, which involved the supervision of staff and movement of forest produce. He was 
popular with the workforce because he was prepared to travel through the jungle to visit 
them rather than expect them to make the trek back to the office.  He spent two years 
surveying and recording 50,000 acres near Rompin, data which he hoped would be of use 
for future generations. 



 
In 1960 he returned to Britain with his wife and children, and joined Woodland 
Management Association and became a Forestry Consultant in charge of Gloucestershire 
and parts of the surrounding counties. Five years later he set up his own business and 
founded Cotswold Estate Services Ltd, which carried out landscaping, farming and all 
aspects of forestry.  He was responsible for planting many woodlands and went on to 
devise the Temperate Taungya method based on his experiences in Malaya. This involved 
establishing woodlands by undersowing arable crops with tree seeds; a method that 
became of interest to the Forestry Commission. The results from trials from the 1980s 
onwards can be seen as far afield as Somerset and Sussex. 
 
During the 80s and 90s he became increasingly concerned about the direction forestry 
was taking.  Many Universities and Colleges stopped running Horticulture, Botany and 
Forestry courses.  He saw this as a huge danger for the industry and the environment, 
especially combined with an emphasis on amenity and the induction of Tuley tubes along 
with 3 metre spacing and failure to take account of geology and flood mitigation. He 
embarked on a long campaign to re-educate people about the need for good quality, 
sustainable timber which he believed could only be achieved by high stocking levels and 
working with Nature. His letters and articles never stopped coming. Thankfully he lived 
long enough to see some of what he advocated return as best practice, and although a 
recent study suggests that some forms of Tuley tubes do provide benefits to individual 
trees, they do not make up for the loss of nearly two cycles of thinnings and the multiple 
benefits of the genetic diversity of planting greater numbers of trees naturally and closer 
together. 
 
Joe was Chairman of the Gloucestershire branch of the R.F.S. for two years, a fellow of 
the Institute of Foresters, member of the Association of Professional Foresters, the Timber 
Growers Organisation (now ConFor), and the Commonwealth Forestry Association.  The 
Environment and sustainable Forestry have lost one of their greatest champions, but if 
even one more person reads Forest, Woods and Trees in relation to Hygiene by Augustine 
Henry or the Forestry Commission Pamphlet on Forest Practice dated 1951 as a result of 
this obituary, then his work continues." 
 

 
Joe Watson in Malaya, 1957 

 



I Believe - Joe Watson  

 

That we tamper with nature at our peril 

That we should understand the rock, the stone, the soil 
That we should observe, and then let nature make its choices  

What species grow; what complex associations are formed  

They do not need our interventions 

The complexity of evolution so intricate, that we may never fully comprehend 

The fungi, the inter- association for mutual benefit; the symbioses; the diversity; 

Something we could learn from in our society 

Nature is trying to help us 

Each species is adapting, its growth in carbon rich air extended, absorbing our 

pollution 

Trying to mitigate our misdemeanours — helping to re stabilise our world 

Every flora a place, every fauna a role, intricate in its belonging to the whole 

But we meddle. 
Building, cutting, mowing, spraying, thinking we are all knowing and that it's all ours for 

the taking 

Nature has a complete system and we are part of it 

One link removed, one chain broken and we suffer its consequences  

We can thrive by valuing its plentiful resources, derived from pure water, air, rock and 

soil, through forests and trees and all within  

But deplete them, interfere with them and the balance is broken  

Because we are arrogant that we know more than nature, and we are greedy 

Observe — the world is fine without us — we must make our role within the system 

Or be lost to our own destruction. 
More people need more trees 

Wisdom comes from observing the forest. 

 

 
Cotswold Estates and Gardens Ltd is now headed by Joe's son, Joe Watson 



FREE TREES TAKEN INTO COMMUNITIES 
 

 
In the autumn of 2016 CTWG 
responded to an offer from The 
Conservation Volunteers (TCV) to 
apply for a supply of free trees under 
the "I Dig Trees" scheme, a 
collaboration between TCV and OVO 
Energy. 
 
The trees offered were whips 
supplied with support canes and 
guards and were available in packs 
of 50 in  selections suitable for 
parkland, both large and small 
gardens and also a 'wildlife and 
shrub' batch. Almost all the trees are 
native British. 
 
We requested a number of the packs 
and took delivery in the new year.  
The first planting took place at 
Ditchford Hill Farm, north of Moreton-
in-Marsh, where CTWG Chairman 
Mike Hartnell assisted farmer David 
Gabb at the site just off the Fosse 
Way where drainage ponds are 
helping to protect the community. 

 

 
David Gabb and Mike Hartnell plant the first of the 

hedging trees from the wildlife and shrub packs 

 
 

 
The end result 

 
In March a further event 
took place when CTWG 
members joined 
Cirencester Town Council 
and local regular volunteer 
group AQIVA to progress 
improvements to the public 
space in the vicinity of the 
Obelisk adjacent to 
Cotswold Avenue, 
Cirencester.  Led by Town 
Council staff who had 
already dug a trench, the 
team cleared debris to give 
the new hedge the best 
chance to thrive. Then a 
selection of Blackthorn, 
Hawthorn, Hazel and Field 
Maple was planted with 
most coming from the I Dig 
Trees packs.  
 
Now we just have to stand 
back and watch them grow. 



 
 
 
 

 
Hard at work, planting and adding guards - Photo by Shaun Wiggins 

 
 
 



SPRING SPECTACULAR AT BEAUTIFUL BATSFORD ARBORETUM 
 

Spring is our favourite time of year here at Batsford - the place bursts into life; the arboretum is 
alive with colour, the plant centre is buzzing with people who are getting back out into the 
garden and the café’s sun terrace is in use again - the season generally brings promise of 
warmer days to come…hopefully! 
 
It’s in the spring that the arboretum really comes into its own, thanks to the large collection of 
Japanese flowering cherries. As holders of the National Collection of Prunus (Sato-Sakura 
group) cherries, Batsford is home to 120 trees in clusters around the 56 acre arboretum, 
offering a confetti of colour - from pure white to fuchsia pink - appearing gradually from early 
April to early May.  
 
In mid-May, Batsford’s famous Pocket Handkerchief Tree – the Davidia – springs into life. 
Planted in around 1910, Batsford’s Davidia is believed to be one of the largest in the UK today. 
 
Also to look out for from late-May are beautiful Alliums lining the entrance to the Arboretum, 
plus drifts of stunning Camassia.  
 

 
Batsford spectacular spring colour 

 
Spring events at Batsford  
 
Dawn Chorus Wild Walk, Saturday 29th April, from 4am 
Join Batsford birding expert Arthur Ball for a stroll through the Arboretum to hear the beautiful 
dawn chorus. With more than forty years’ experience, Arthur will keep you informed and 
entertained about the native and visiting birds and help you identify them through their 
song. Tickets cost £12 (£10 for Batsford Season Ticket holders) and include a bacon roll and 
coffee afterwards. For more details, visit www.batsarb.co.uk 
 
 



 
Celebrate World Tai Chi Day, Saturday 29th April, 11am - 12pm 
Intrigued by the ancient art of Tai Chi, or fancy helping to celebrate World Tai Chi Day under 
the spring blossom at Batsford? Join the experts as they demonstrate this fantastic form of 
exercise for all ages, and have a go yourself. This free session is a great introduction to Tai 
Chi. For more details, visit www.batsarb.co.uk 

 
Batsford Arboretum, Batsford, Nr. Moreton-in-Marsh GL56 9AD 

Tel: 01386 701441 
www.batsarb.co.uk 

 

 

 
 

We are open every day from 10amto 5 pm 
 

- 55 acres of breathtaking trees and wild garden - 
- Freshly-baked food in the Garden Terrace Café - 

- Beautiful, quality plants, gifts & garden sundries - 
- Expert gardening advice - 

- Unique, shabby chic interior design ideas from the Applestore - 
- Family fun in the Cotswold Falconry Centre - 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



GOOD HEDGES, GOOD NEIGHBOURS 
 
Benjamin Franklin, one of the Founding Fathers of the United States is known to have 
said, “Love thy neighbour, yet don’t pull down your hedge.” Given how many different 
cultures have versions of this seemingly contradictory proverb, it clearly represents a 
common sentiment among neighbours everywhere. But how can you be neighbourly if you 
are divided by hedges? These sentiments are not totally contradictory and are probably 
better known by the saying “Good fences make good neighbours”. If you know where you 
stand, where your property begins and ends, it makes for better relationships.  

 

 
A hedge of red and green hornbeam 

 
However, disputes over boundaries and hedges can and do occur all too frequently and 
can lead to misery on both sides of the line. Below is a quote about hedges and 
boundaries that I’ve copied from the UK Government website. 
 
You must try to settle a dispute about a high hedge informally before the council can 
intervene.  
Ask your council for a complaint form if the hedge is all of these:  
 

 2 or more mostly evergreen or semi-evergreen trees or shrubs 
 over 2 metres tall 
 affecting your enjoyment of your home or garden because it’s too tall  

 
You might have to pay the council a fee to consider your complaint.   
 
When you can trim hedges or trees 
You can trim branches or roots that cross into your property from a neighbour’s property or 
a public road. 
You can only trim up to the property boundary. If you do more than this, your neighbour 
could take you to court for damaging their property. 
If you live in a conservation area, or the trees in the hedge are protected by a ‘tree 
preservation order’, you might need your council’s permission to trim them. 

https://www.gov.uk/how-to-resolve-neighbour-disputes/talk-to-your-neighbour
https://www.gov.uk/find-your-local-council
http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/blog/guidance/tree-preservation-orders
http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/blog/guidance/tree-preservation-orders
https://www.gov.uk/apply-work-on-protected-tree


If your property borders a road 
The highways authority can ask you to cut back hedges or trees on your property if they’re 
causing an obstruction in the road. If you refuse, they can go into your property without 
your permission to do the work themselves. They may charge you for this. 
Property damage from hedges 
Your neighbour is responsible for maintaining their hedges so they don’t, for example, 
damage your property or grow too high. If they do damage your property, your neighbour 
may be liable.  
 
Although hedges are most commonly associated with boundaries between properties they 
also perform a major design function within the garden too. Indeed hedging plants are not 
restricted to the usual suspects such as Beech, Yew, Laurel, Privet or Leylandii. More 
ornate examples could include Choisya ternata, Berberis, Euonymus, Cotoneaster, 
Hydrangea, Escallonia, Hypericum, Griselinia littoralis, Pyracantha, Hibiscus, Rose, 
Lavender, Spiraea, Lonicera or Bamboo. If you’re looking for a mixed, native country 
hedge selection I would recommend Hawthorn, Blackthorn, Field Maple, Hazel, Dogwood, 
Spindle, Crab Apple and Wayfaring tree.  
 
My favourite hedging plants are those that can be pruned hard and kept well within the 
confines of their own space. Plants such as Beech, Yew, Privet, Laurel, Holly, Pyracantha 
and Photinia will all regenerate if pruned back to the main stem and can thus be kept well 
behaved. Other plants such as Leylandii if allowed to outgrow their allotted space will not 
regenerate if cut back hard but will take years to simply regrow back to where you didn’t 
want them. And, talking of trimming hedges, you might like to know that the Wildlife and 
Countryside Act and the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds both state that you 
should not prune between 1st March and 31st August. 

 
Geoff Carr 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

ABBEY HOME FARM, CIRENCESTER 
 

CTWG members joined in the Royal Forestry Society Gloucestershire Division's first outing 
of the year, a visit to Abbey Home Farm, Cirencester in February.  Grateful for a fine 
Saturday morning, we met our host Will Chester-Master by the London Road Allotments. 
Our walk was to take in the Harebushes section of the estate. 
 
Will explained to those not familiar with the area, that the A417 bypass road had cut the 
estate in two.  With the part most people are now familiar with, the Organic Farm Shop on 



the far side of the bypass to us, it is easy to forget that to the Cirencester side is a 
significant area of woodland.  Will's ancestors bought land on this side of town after the 
dissolution of the monasteries, the farm's name coming from that event well over 400 
years ago.  For many years this part of the Cotswolds was bare, open landscape and it 
was in the 1800s that the family undertook major tree planting.  Records show some 
123,000 trees were planted in 1823 alone. 
 
Our walk took in some remaining veterans from this era.  Many people take advantage of 
the estate's permissive use of paths through the estate, but equally there must be 
thousands who pass within yards of this woodland, who never realise how old some of the 
trees are or that there is clear evidence of ridge and furrow land.  I urge those locals who 
don't know the site to take (respectful) advantage of the facility on the doorstep.   
 

 

The woodland at Harebushes, Abbey Home Farm, Cirencester 
 

 

 



 
 

 

TREE AND LEAF 
ETC. 

If you have enjoyed any of the items submitted by our guest contributors 
(basically anyone other than the Editor) why not submit something yourself?  It 
doesn't have to be a CTWG activity - it only needs to be tree-related and have 
the potential for providing interest for others 
 

Please submit any articles to Ann Jones, either electronically to twgcotswold@yahoo.co.uk 
or by post addressed to 161 Alexander Drive, Cirencester, Gloucestershire, GL7 1UQ.   
 

Visit The Cotswold Tree Warden Group Website 
http://www.cotswoldtreewardengroup.org.uk/ 
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