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COPPICING AND HEDGELAYING 
 

John Hall demonstrates the technique of binding  

 

In February a group of tree wardens and friends gathered in the North Cotswolds to learn 
the basics of coppicing and hedgelaying. A good hedge is of course a valuable asset on a 
farm or other property, as a natural and attractive feature, being both a barrier and useful 
habitat for wildlife. 
 
 Arranged by Mike Hartnell and with the kind assistance of John Hall, we first went to 
Whichford  Wood where we were shown coppicing.  This process of cutting stems from 
suitable trees - often hazel - provides materials for hedgelaying, but also encourages 
regeneration and healthy growth of the trees from the remaining stumps.  Supplementing 
our cutting with some already gathered by Mike, we progressed to Ditchford Hill Farm, just 
north of Moreton-in-Marsh.    
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Here we learnt which of the existing parts of the hedgerow  are suitable for laying.  Cutting 
almost through the stems at an angle, these can then be bent over.  Stakes are driven into 
the ground at regular intervals and the cut stems are pushed down between the stakes. 
Hazel binders are then intertwined along the top of the stakes to give a strong finish.  
Stake tops are cut to an even height and angled to encourage water run-off and thus 
reduce rot - visually satisfying, but also practical details. 
 
Hedgelaying should be undertaken before the hedgerow comes out of its dormant period. 
Even though the stems are almost cut through and angled over, they will soon produce 
shoots of new growth which will naturally reach upwards  and fill in the gaps. No doubt by 
the end of this growing season, our hedge will be a solid mass of greenery.   
 
Around the country there were many different styles of traditional hedgelaying - the style 
being chosen to reflect the local conditions, farming methods and purpose of the hedge, 
e.g. keeping sheep or cattle in or out of the area being hedged.  
 
This brief description hides the amount of work involved to produce a neat and useful 
product, but we all felt that it was time well spent. 

 

 
Above - making a start on the unmanaged field boundary; and below - Part of our finished hedge section 

 

 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 

GEOFF'S GARDENING CORNER 
 
It’s Not Black and White, but it can be Monochrome 
 
Colour will set the mood or tone of a bed, border or indeed the whole garden. The way we 
use colour in the garden is no different to the way we use colour in every other part of our 
lives. Did colour have an influence on your last clothes purchase, or the colour of your 
sofa, or the colour of your car, or the colour of your interior decoration? Probably, yes, and 
taking control of the colour in your garden will increase the pleasure you get when you’re 
using the garden;  be it looking at it from inside the house, relaxing in it, working on it or 
thinking about it during a ‘miles away’ day-dream moment. The same colour rules apply in 
the garden as anywhere else: white is lively but calm, blue is cool and makes the bed 
appear to recede, red is hot and makes the bed jump out at you, yellow is sunny and 
bright, green is relaxing and calm. But remember it’s not just flowers that are colourful, 
consider too the shrubs, trees, fruit, berries, trunks and stems as well as objects such as 
pots, posts, sheds, fences and furniture.  
 
If you want to colour your garden using accepted colouring wisdom you will probably want 
to use the tried and tested colour theory. Colour theory is applied by using the colour 
wheel - seen below. 
 
Relationships between colours will give certain results. Use two or three adjacent colours 
to create harmony, for example red, orange or yellow. For striking contrasts use colours 
that are directly opposite each other on the wheel, for example red and green, violet and 
yellow. It’s up to personal taste but up to 5 colours can be used before it gets too much for 
the eye, use a dominant colour and work the others around it. 
 



                      
 
 
Monochrome schemes can be made using colours from a very limited section of the colour 
wheel. The most effective monochrome schemes use the 3 primary colours’: red, blue and 
yellow. White schemes are my favourite monochrome plantings, its effect is to lighten the 
garden and make the mood cheerful especially in shady areas or for evening sitting areas, 
white flowers seem to glow in twilight. Exploiting the shape, texture and tone of green 
leaves in a white garden will give lovely, eye pleasing effects and silver-grey foliage is an 
even better partner for white flowers. If you want to investigate plant colour theory further I 
would recommend ‘The Gardener’s Book of Colour’ written by Andrew Lawson. 

 
 

 
 
 



VETERAN TREES 
 
An interesting project for people is outlining the characteristics of veteran trees, estimating 
the age of various species, where  you may find such trees “in your patch”, and the 
advantages to wildlife. 
 
Some of the characteristics which may help are - large girth, old and dead branches, 
vegetation, cavities and holes, extensive root system protrusion, ‘knobbles’, large canopy, 
could be lopsided and misshapen and also hazardous. Historical records of trees/planting 
programmes can be of help in identifying veterans. 
 
Trees show veteran characteristics at different ages, according to species. For example a 
Birch may show veteran characteristics at 100 years old, a Sweet Chestnut at 200 years 
whereas an Oak would be 400 - 500 years old and Yews are young at 900 years old. It 
could be said that trees are ‘interesting’ at 3 metres girth, valuable over 4.7 metres and 
ancient over 6.25 metres as a general guide. Because some species of trees do not need 
heartwood they become hollow tubes - examples are Oak and Sweet Chestnut. Others 
need the strength of heartwood and if they lose it, then they die. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Geoff Moore, Coates Tree 
Warden, admires the ancient 
Hullasey oak  

 
 
 
 
 



 
When looking for veteran trees in your patch you may find them in private parkland, old 
hunting forests, churchyards, village greens, gardens of large houses, public parks, field 
edge trees remaining after hedgerows have gone and near water courses.  
 
Locally, veteran trees play a substantial part in the Gloucestershire Biodiversity Action plan 
in connection with habitats and species. They are inspirational in the landscape and full of 
wildlife. In Great Britain we have retained so many veteran trees due to the continuing 
management and continuity of the aristocrats’ and royal estates - the loss of such estates 
over recent years may be a threat to our veteran tree collection?  
 
As a home to wildlife the Oak is host to 300 different species of insect and the Willow 200, 
more on the older rather than the younger trees. The stag beetle needs veteran trees for 
its habitat living in the rotten timber of native hardwoods. A rare click beetle is to be found 
living in veteran trees in Windsor Great Park. The sap run on veteran trees is good for 
insects and wildlife, whilst some like to live in dry deadwood and some wet. Fungi growing 
on the trees is also a host to insects. In many cases there is a symbiotic relationship 
between fungi and trees. Good pollutants and pathogens could be within the tree roots 
from sapling stage, keeping away the ‘nasty’ fungi and protecting the tree from stress. At 
many sites  trees are used by species such as Lesser Horseshoe Bats, Pipistrelle Bats 
and Barn Owls. 
 
There are many problems for veteran trees. For example, in parkland they may suffer from 
the ground round them being trampled by cattle, sheep or horses and the bark being worn 
away by licking. Trampling can damage fungi which then upsets the soil structure, and 
also reduce the height of the water table, resulting in standing water. For street trees the 
problem can be pavement slabs placed too close, preventing them being able to take up 
moisture. An important part of the planning process for trees is that buildings are not 
allowed to be erected too close to them and that their importance in the landscape is 
recognised. 
 
Managing ancient/veteran trees can be difficult compared with how they could be 
managed in their youth. It may be best to pollard only one third at a time as one can only 
surmise how much was done 500 years ago. When removing branches a rough jagged 
edge will heal better and minimise branch fall in the wind. Such work is best carried out in 
winter. We need to be considering the planting of trees now to provide the next generation 
of trees. To help existing veterans, and wildlife, the planting of blossom and nectar sources 
close to the trees should be encouraged. 
 
When surveying veteran trees the following are some of the health and safety points to 
consider. 

 Owners permission is needed to enter land;  

 Do not survey on a windy day;  

 Tell someone where you are going;  

 Wear sturdy footwear and suitable clothing for the time of year and weather;  

 Take water or other refreshments; 

  A mobile phone could be useful. 
 
Do look for interesting trees and use surveying to help plot and monitor the existence of 
trees; it can be useful to record also the ones which have been lost - perhaps evidenced 
by large trunks on the ground. 

 

 



 

SNOWDROPS AT COLESBOURNE 

  

On 25th February a mixed group of Tree 
Wardens and Royal Forestry Society 
members were pleased to have the 
opportunity of a tour of the celebrated 
snowdrops at Colesbourne Park under the 
guidance of Sir Henry Elwes. 

We were fortunate with the weather and 
found much of the display in its prime. 

Gathering in the Long Room, Sir Henry gave 
us an introduction to the estate and the 
origins of the snowdrop collection, instigated 
by his great grandfather, Henry John Elwes,      
A keen naturalist, he discovered the 
snowdrop which bears the family name, 
galanthus elwesii, in Turkey in 1874. Had his 
planned trip to Cyprus gone ahead instead, 
it is likely that history would have been much 
altered!    

Galanthus 'Hippolyta' at Colesbourne 

 

 
Head Gardener, Christopher Horsfall, told 
us more about the current collection and 
the work involved in maintaining and 
developing it - there are now some 250 
cultivars.  We then moved outside for a tour 
of the extensive grounds. 
 
We split into two groups, one with Sir Henry 
went round the outlying areas where 
snowdrops and other spring flowers are 
planted in swathes aside the blue water of 
the lake, amidst the trees and in the 
icehouse hollow. Afterwards we swapped 
with the group led by Christopher looking at 
beds near the house.  Here are a number 
of the rarer varieties and it is where an eye 
can be kept on the growing on of clumps 
before use in larger plantings elsewhere or 
for sale. 
 
Returning to the Long Room for tea and 
cake, one could not help but reflect on the 
impressive range of snowdrops of all sizes, 
shades and markings, including many 
double flowered ones.  A worthwhile visit 
on future Open Days for any plant lover. 

 



 

  

TREE PLANTING AT SWELL 
 

 

 
 
 
When the Cotswold Tree Warden Group 
had previously offered trees to parishes, 
Swell had taken up an option, but at the 
time had no occasion in mind.   
 
In February however the Parish Council 
arranged the planting of this Paper birch in 
memory of Mike Oughton, who had served 
the parish as Chairman for 40 years.  
 
The tree was sited at Mill Lane, near what 
had been the family farm for many years.  
Tree Wardens, Diane Cresswell and John 
Reynolds were joined by Mike's wife and 
son along with other local representatives. 
 
A plaque has also been put in place in 
recognition of Mike and his public service. 



 

COTSWOLD TREE WARDEN GROUP - FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

Due to illness the Group has had fewer activities than intended so far this year.  The 
committee will shortly be considering our hopes for the near future. 

Our events so far arranged for the remainder of 2015 are shown below. Further 
information may be found on our website or from Co-ordinator Ann Jones (see details on 
the back page). 

20 June 2015  Conference to be held at Colesbourne 
9 July 2015 Assessing trees for a Tree Preservation Order and how 

TPO's and Conservation Areas protect trees (Sapperton) 
September 2015  AGM (precise date to be confirmed) 

 

 
 



NEWS FROM BATSFORD 
 Events at Batsford Arboretum 

 
Here are the details of the activities scheduled for Batsford Arboretum for the coming 
months: 
Batsford Arboretum 
Batsford, Moreton-in-Marsh, GL56 9AB 
Tel: 01386 701441 www.batsarb.co.uk 
 
WordSong presents: ‘Wild Words’ - an evening of story and song  
Friday 5th June, 8pm (doors open from 7pm) 
WordSong is a unique event, featuring spoken word and musical performance by local 
artists and writers, Moses Wiggins. It presents a vibrant showcase of contemporary 
storytelling and acoustic music, using short films and sound effects. The show will be 
performed against the beautiful backdrop of the Cotswold countryside at the Garden 
Terrace Café. Tickets cost £7.50 per person (£6.50 for Batsford Season Ticket holders), 
on sale at Batsford Arboretum or by calling 01386 701441.  
 
Father’s Day, Sunday 21st June 
Free entry for Dad’s to the arboretum (on production of a valid child!). Enjoy a summer 
walk followed by a slap up home-baked lunch or afternoon tea in the sunshine on the deck 
of the Garden Terrace Café. 

 

 
 
Twelfth Night outdoor theatre, Thursday 9thJuly, performances at 1pm and 7pm 
A unique opportunity to see the all-male company, The Lord Chamberlain’s Men perform 
Shakespeare’s ‘Twelfth Night’ in the wonderful setting of Batsford Arboretum. Gates open 
an hour before each performance so bring your own picnic and a rug/low-backed chair, 
settle down and enjoy magical theatre in a magical venue! Matinee tickets cost £8.50, 
evening tickets cost £17 for adults, £12 for concessions and £10 for children, on sale at 
Batsford Arboretum or by calling 01386 701441. 
 



Moth Night, Thursday 23rd July, 8.30pm onwards 
July is the busiest time of the year for our moths with a huge variety of brightly coloured 
species on the wing – the perfect time to learn about these fascinating nocturnal insects.  
Join Warwickshire moth expert Bob Cox with the rest of the BBC N Deavour moth group 
as we discover more about our native moths.  After an introductory presentation there’ll be 
demonstrations of trapping techniques live in the arboretum followed by inspections and 
recordings of the moths we’ve found. The event will go on until well past midnight but 
please feel free to leave whenever you wish. Tickets cost £5 for adults and £3 for children, 
on sale at Batsford Arboretum or by calling 01386 701441.  
 
Learn Tai Chi in a morning, Friday 31st July, from 10am - 1pm 
A one-day introductory course for beginners in the wonderful setting of Batsford 
Arboretum. The course costs just £24.95 per person, visit www.lctkd.com/batsford for 
more details and to book, or call 07517 437300. 
 
The Big Batsford Bug Hunt, 1st - 31st August 
Make the most of fine summer weather by getting active in the arboretum.  Find the creepy 
crawlies hidden around the arboretum, mark their location on our map using the stickers 
provided and pick up a goodie bag!  The Bug Hunt costs £2.50 per child (plus Arboretum 
entrance fee) and all children must be accompanied by an adult for whom the normal 
arboretum entrance fee applies.  No booking required – just turn up and enjoy! 

 



 

 
 

 

 
 
 

TREE AND LEAF 
ETC. 

 Have you or your parish any interesting items or events which you would like to 
report on in Tree and Leaf?   

 Have you places to visit you wish to share? 
 

Please submit any articles to Ann Jones, either electronically to twgcotswold@yahoo.co.uk 
or by post addressed to 161 Alexander Drive, Cirencester, Gloucestershire, GL7 1UQ.   
 

Visit The Cotswold Tree Warden Group Website 
http://www.cotswoldtreewardengroup.org.uk/ 

 
 

COTSWOLD TREE WARDEN GROUP - SUPPORTED BY: 
 

BATSFORD ARBORETUM AND 
 GARDEN CENTRE,  

 
CHARLTON ABBOTTS FORESTRY LTD, 

 
 COTSWOLD ESTATES AND GARDENS LTD, 

 
COTSWOLD TREE SURGEONS, 

 
 FARMINGTON TREES, 

  
MDH FORESTRY SERVICES LTD,  

 
TREE MAINTENANCE LTD. 
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