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CONFERENCE 2014

Delegates to the 2014 Conference in the splendid surroundings of Batsford Arboretum

On the warm, sunny day of Saturday 27th July 2014 the Cotswold Tree Warden Group
held this year's one-day conference. Our base for the event was the excellent, modern
village hall at Condicote, with an arranged visit to Batsford Arboretum.
As well as local tree wardens and guests, the event was attended by regular visitors from
Walsall and Warwickshire. All expected delegates arrived, despite a road closure on the
Fosseway between Northleach and Bourton-on-the-Water - caused apparently by an
incident between a car and a tree!
Attendees were greeted with tea, coffee and biscuits before the event was opened by
Chairman, Mike Hartnell, who introduced our principal guest, Sue Jepson, representing
Cotswold District Council. Councillor Mrs Jepson is a member of the Council's Cabinet,
responsible for the portfolio of Planning and Housing, but with previous involvement with
Environment and a long standing interest in trees.
Our first speaker was Guy Watson, of Certhia Consulting, who had agreed to speak on the
subject of Conifer Identification. This had been raised as a desired topic by tree wardens
when surveyed earlier. With the aid of slides, Guy went through the elements which allow
us to determine what species we may be looking at. Conifers are gymnosperms (from the

Greek for 'naked seeds'). Despite the wealth of various specimens to be found through
the British Isles, there are only three native conifers - Yew, Scots Pine and Juniper. And
for a long while, yew was not deemed a true conifer, since it doesn't bear its seeds in a
cone. Be they British or 'imports', Guy's talk took us through the steps - is the tree
evergreen or deciduous? (not all conifers are evergreen); are the leaves scale-like or not
scale-like?; if scale-like are they flattened sprays or irregular ones?; if not scale-like leaves
are they clustered or in whorls? Many people struggle to determine the correct genus, let
alone the species. With pines, which have clustered leaves - or needles - one should start
by counting the number of needles.
There are then the conifers which have single leaves. Some of these have their young
shoots hidden by leaf bases, as with Wellingtonia. In others the shoots are not hidden, an
example being Douglas Fir. Other characteristics which can aid identification are bark,
cones, form (i.e. size and shape) and colour. Guy concluded his enlightening talk with
slides of some of the world's oldest trees, including Bristlecomb pines in Western USA.
These specimens, though unspectacular above ground, are known to be more than 5,000
years old.
Guy pointed out that of some 615 conifer species in the world, 34% (over 200) are listed
as being threatened. Batsford have specimens of some of these threatened species,
including a number native to Chile. We would have chance to see some of these in our
visit later.
To aid identification of different tree species Guy recommends the Collins Gem guide on
Trees (by Alastair Fitter and David More), which is available in paperback at very modest
cost and fits handily in the pocket for field trips.

Sue Jepson, Cotswold District Council's Cabinet Member for Planning and Housing,
opens the 2014 Conference at Condicote Village Hall

After a short break, we were fortunate to have a presentation by Jon Stokes, Director of
Rural Programmes at The Tree Council and one of our long-term supporters. Jon
generously drives up from his Hampshire home to be a part of our conferences. This year
his talk was "Planning a New Landscape" and his slide show was completed on the bench
outside the village hall as he added photos taken on his drive up to the Cotswolds!

For those of us unfamiliar with his and The Tree Council's backgrounds, he mentioned his
(youthful) involvement in the "Plant a Tree in 73" campaign, which was prompted
significantly by the surge through our treescape of Dutch Elm Disease. Following this,
The Tree Council was founded in 1974 to act as an umbrella organisation for local groups
involved in the planting, care and conservation of trees throughout the UK. One of its key
aims is to "work towards more trees, of the right kind, in the right place". This addresses a
number of issues, including global warming and the questions as to what type of trees we
may need in coming decades if fears of climate change and its potential impact
materialise.
However, perhaps an even bigger key factor in the work of The Tree Council at this time is
one which has a striking parallel to the reasons behind its formation. Just as a disease,
Dutch Elm, was rampant in the late 60s and 70s, we are now faced with the immediate
threat of the decimation of parts of the landscape as we know it - through chalara fraxinea
or Ash dieback.
Whilst Jon is very familiar with the Cotswold landscape, his drive here, following close on a
recent workshop on the latest news on Ash dieback, brought home to him the very
considerable extent to which Ash fills the frame of our local picture. The uninformed
reader may query the extent of the problem, with few reported infections in this part of the
country. However, Kent, another county with a high proportion of ash, and East Anglia
have had significant levels of infection and the incidence of the disease is on the increase
in almost all parts of these islands.
The Cotswolds, along with Cumbria and the Yorkshire Dales, are some of the areas with
the most significant quantities of ancient ash trees. AND, note please these reasonably
estimated figures:
 1,600,000,000 ash trees and saplings in woods
 +61,000 miles of hedges and lines of trees dominated by ash
 19.7million ash in hedgerows
These numbers are vastly in excess of
those for elm, the loss of which changed
forever the British landscape. The potential
- and likelihood - of another major character
change in our outlook, both rural and urban,
is immense. Don't forget too, that the loss of
large numbers of trees will mean a
reduction of habitat, thus threatening some
species of wildlife, invertibrates and plants.
Without human intervention, it is likely that
there will be hitherto unforeseen alteration,
particularly to our view of the countryside.
BEFORE chalara, in order simply to
maintain our hedgerow tree population we
would have needed to plant 30,000 trees
per annum!
It is essential that landowners look urgently - to plant trees to replace likely
victims of disease and other more natural
losses. This applies to individuals as well
as to major landowners, be they estate
owners, farmers, local authorities, highways
agencies, railway undertakings etc.

The prospect of leafless trees (photo by The Tree Council)

Ash dieback - Signs to look out for

(Photographs above - Copyright The Tree Council www.treecouncil.org.uk)

Stuart Priest, Director of Operations at Batsford Arboretum - and employed there since
1986 - then took the floor. He gave us an insight into the background of Batsford and its
aims for future development as an introduction to our afternoon tour.
Delegates had chance to network over a lunch generously donated by Poulton tree
wardens, Jean and Jim Nunn. No wonder Jon Stokes was back again this year, with
Jean's famous lemon roulade on the menu! (Want some? See later in this issue!)
Afterwards, we drove the short distance to Batsford Arboretum. Despite the relatively
short time available to us, Stuart managed to conduct us round a large proportion of the
arboretum grounds. It is always good on visits to such places to have a guide, pointing
out the unusual which you may otherwise miss, or providing snippets of informative
comment. With Guy, John and Mike adding their views and comments - including of
course hands-on conifer identification - it made for a most worthwhile visit.
At the conclusion Mike Hartnell, on behalf of the group, presented Stuart with a cheque for
the Batsford Foundation to assist towards their educational programme. Delegates were
then free to return to Condicote for a casual round-up over tea and cake, or to make their
way home after a day we hope they will have enjoyed.

Chairman, Mike Hartnell with speakers Guy Watson, Stuart Priest and Jon Stokes
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FUNDRAISING EVENT AND SILENT AUCTION

Richard Gunner and Earl Bathurst in conversation

On a Saturday afternoon in May Frank and Marilyn Gardner of Barton House, Cirencester
hosted a Drinks and Canapés event to raise funds for the running of The Cotswold Tree
Warden Group, which was attended by our President Earl Bathurst. The drinks and food
they provided were delicious and thoroughly enjoyed by attendees.
People from not just Cirencester, but further afield came along and discussed, among
other things, the importance of trees and their care. It was a good chance for mixing and
socialising in a warm and relaxed setting.
Display boards showed the work of the Tree Wardens including training events in Barton
House Orchard. Books too were available, along with past issues of Tree and Leaf for
people to browse through.

Sir Edward and Lady Horsfall in discussion with Nita and Richard O'Donnell

Our co-host Frank Gardner (third from left) with guests at the auction

A "Silent Auction" had been started on the CTWG Website and was continued throughout
the event. The money raised from this has been set aside to fund tree planting in
commemoration of all who suffered as a result of World War 1. This is planned for National
Tree Planting Week in November/December. In a small way we hope, by the end of the
year, to have added our respectful reflections on the dreadful events of one hundred years
ago.
We would like to reiterate here our grateful thanks to all who contributed to the event and
helped make it a success.

SPRING WALK AT QUARWOOD

The grounds at Quarwood, Stow-on-the-Wold, looking towards the Slaughters

Once again, we were fortunate to be blessed with fine weather on the evening of 13th May
for our annual spring walk. This year the venue was Quarwood at Stow-on-the-Wold
which is not open to the public. The visit was arranged through Chairman, Mike Hartnell
by kind permission of owner, Mr Piet Pulford.
The house itself, not part of the tour, was built in the 1850s by Gothic architect John
Loughborough Pearson for Reverend Hippisley, then rector of St Edward's Church, Stow.
However much of the appearance of the original house was lost in the 1950s when
significant alterations were made.
The property was purchased in 1976 by John Entwistle, bassist with The Who. Following
his death in 2002, it was eventually sold by his family to the present owner, who has plans
to further amend the house, including restoration of many of the original features, lost in
the 50s.
Our walk took in a tour of parts of the grounds totalling some 55 acres. It was led by Mike,
who now manages the estate. Much work has been done to a number of estate properties
and the grounds surrounding them to enhance the comfort of the dwellings and
appearance of the overall site. There were already a substantial number of mature and
generally attractive trees on the estate and Mike is working with Piet to maintain the
ambience. Inevitably, with mature trees some will be lost or have to be removed over the
years, but a sympathetic programme of planned planting and thinning should enable a
smooth progression.
New plantings are also taking place, including one plot to screen agricultural buildings and,
not least, of an avenue of limes on one of the driveways. There is also a newly planted
open orchard area, which should yield a useful crop, in addition to that from the longestablished walled garden.
The open area of the estate to the west/south west of the house has superb views across
and beyond the Slaughters and work is ongoing in front of the main house, where the land

drops away, to maintain both an immediate visual treescape as well as the longer view
across the countryside.
In front of the house is a long terrace with borders such as the one shown below. With the
roaming grounds, it all makes a delightful pleasure area for youngsters, as we witnessed
with the two young family members who appeared to be tracking us during our walk.
The estate lies just off the Fosse Way and Mike informed us about the planting which is
being undertaken to help minimise traffic noise. This was a good reminder to those of us
who might think of trees largely for their visual appeal, that those who work with trees have
to use them for practical purposes.
We returned to our cars before dusk, after an enjoyable visit to this Cotswold estate.

One of the colourful borders in front of the house

VISIT WITH RFS TO NORTHWICK AND SPRING HILL

Part of the extensive walnut collection at Northwick Estate

In June, some Tree Wardens joined a Royal Forestry Society visit to the Blockley area for
a day spread over two local properties, those of the Northwick Estate and Springhill.
The Northwick Estate is not attached to Northwick Park (now converted to a residential
estate and business park), but to the house known as Upton Wold, the property of Mr and
Mrs Ian Bond, who kindly permitted our visit. Since their arrival at the property 40 years
ago, extensive work has been undertaken on the garden and estate. Not least of these
has been the creation of an arboretum of walnut trees, understood to be the largest in the
country with almost 170 cultivars. It is part of the National Plant Collection under the aegis
of the National Council for the Conservation of Plants and Gardens.
It is to the credit of Mr Bond that his persevering passion for Juglans - the Walnut - has
resulted in this extensive collection. It may be thought that a combination of Cotswold
brash and altitude (hardly Himalayan, but the estate is at one of the higher points in the
Cotswolds) may be a deterrent against maintaining such an assembly. Granted, there are
examples from lowland areas of Eastern Europe, which have not thrived fully, or perhaps
grown to the extent which may be expected in their native soils. However, merely to have
retained these examples, along with those more suited to the climatic conditions, has
allowed the collection to reach the extent it has.
Beyond the walnut collection one was surprised to come across a labyrinth with
surrounding ha-ha. Completed only last year, it is a focal point through the arboretum,
leading to the medieval village of Upton, a tiny settlement finally abandoned after the Black
Death and the remains of which are now buried under permanent pasture. The unknowing
eye gazing out at the pastoral scene, merely sees a Cotswold panorama of fields and
trees.

The labyrinth

Progressing through an extensive and well-stocked wild flower meadow - seeds are sown
each year to maintain the feature - we moved on to the gardens. A Pond Garden,
herbaceous and shrub borders and a delightful vegetable and fruit garden provide variety
and contrast, some formal and others almost "cottage garden" in style.
Upton Wold Garden needs to be visited to be properly appreciated - and it is open by
appointment (contact number 01386 700667) for those who would like to explore this
hidden corner of the Cotswolds.
---------------------We transferred the short distance to Spring Hill, welcomed by the nieces of the late
Captain Hannay and now trustees of the estate. Our lunches were taken on the lawn in
front of the house, with generous refreshments provided by our hostesses. The house
was built in 1763 as a hunting lodge and many elements of the original landscaping - by
non other than Capability Brown - remain in place. The form of the grounds is one of
parkland, with no formal garden. The area immediately in front of the house is largely
grass, before trees fill the land as it drops away into a small valley and again as it ascends
the other side.
As may be expected with an estate laid out so long ago, the incidence of mature trees is
considerable, but there is also a substantial amount of natural regeneration, as well as
plantations of conifers from the 1950-1960s, created as an income earner.
For some decades little has been done and of five original distinctive vistas, set out in fan
shape looking from the house, only the main forward view is still evident to the naked eye.
The width of this has meant that, even with subsequent tree spread, the sight line is still
there (down to a lake and beyond up to a folly near the tree line). Encroachment however
has been considerable and the views of all other vistas covered over.
It is early days in the Trustees' management of the estate, but with the support of Mike
Hartnell, who is very familiar with it, the intention is there to deal with some of the failing
old conifers and regen, to open up the woodland and particularly restore the original vistas.

As we made our way back up to our vehicles, we had pointed out to us a track through the
woods. It looked as many other routes through woodland look, trodden over the years,
criss-crossed with roots and covered with leaf mould. This however was not just any
pathway, it is part of the old route of the Roman Road, Buckle Street, as it came down
from Broadway to meet the Fosseway at Bourton-on-the-Water.
Our thanks to all, our hosts and guide Mike Hartnell, for allowing us to enjoy this most
interesting day.

Spring Hill - Mike Hartnell explains the plans for opening up the vistas from the house

FORTHCOMING EVENTS WITH THE COTSWOLD TREE WARDEN GROUP
Our remaining events arranged for 2014 are shown below. Further information may be
found on our website or from Co-ordinator Ann Jones (see details on the back page).
Thursday 11th September 2014 - An outdoor evening on Tree Health with Ben Holding at
Sapperton. We will meet at a woodland roadside venue in the Sapperton area - attendees
will be notified of the site before the event. Afterwards we will relocate to Sapperton Village
Hall for a round-up on the evening and light refreshments. £2 per person contribution.

Sunlight penetrating through the woods near Sapperton

Thursday 16th October 2014 - AGM and presentation by Ben Holding on Fungi. Venue The Council Chamber, Cotswold District Council Offices, Trinity Road, Cirencester, Glos,
GL7 1PX Further details to be announced.

THE BEAUTIES OF BIRCH
by Chloe Darling
I think birch (Betula) is wonderful, but I know not everyone agrees with my sentiments.
British foresters have treated it as a weed and constantly chop away at them in
woodlands. My aunt who spent many of her young years in the wilds of British Columbia
grew to dislike them, along with salmon, because of the sheer quantities. There are others
who refer to them as the ‘Queens of the Forest’.
I love the shapes and forms of the numerous species from the shaggy barked B. ermanii,
the beautiful white trunks of B. jacquemontii and B. utilis, and the pinky B. albosinensis.
There are many variations of leaves as well as very pretty flowers. And in mountainous
regions there is a B. nana hugging the hillside.
Hilliers list 31 species, coming from the Northern Hemisphere, Europe, North America,
China and Japan, and say “the birch family includes among its members some of the most
elegant trees, many of which are noteworthy for their stem colour, and attractive yellow
leaves in autumn. They succeed on most soils, both damp and dry, but do not reach
maximum size on shallow chalk soils.”
Recently I was fortunate enough to go to Finland, with the support of the Forestry
Commission, to study the management of birch by Finnish foresters. While there, I was
lucky enough to meet with Matti Haapanen of METLA, the Finnish equivalent of our
Forestry Commission. He explained that the Finns have been selecting and producing
clones of the best birches for the last 30 or 40 years. As they are one of the three main
species of trees growing in Southern Finland (birch, spruce and pine), they are a very
important element of the forest. These forests now have plantations of beautiful white
straight trees up to 30 years old. I was lucky enough to be given a packet of seeds, which
are now growing at Westonbirt Arborteum and at Alice Holt with the idea of improving our
native strains.

Birch logs in Finland

With its cheerful blaze and excellent heating properties, discerning people who know about
wood prefer to burn only birch in their homes, as does the Queen at Sandringham. I noted
that in Finland the preferred fire log is birch and is carried into the house in baskets made
from birch bark. In Britain, sadly, firewood seems to be the main use of silver birch. Partly
this is due to it being a ‘hardwood’ although its quick growth renders it soft. However in
northern climes where growth is much slower the wood is dense and invaluable for almost
all day-to-day necessities.
Birch was one of the first trees to colonise Europe and North America after the last ice age
and as its pollen and seeds are wind born they still readily colonise disturbed soil. In many
areas they are used as nurse trees as they cast light shadow and are very delicate. In
some parts of the world they are considered a symbol of rebirth and renewal. The ancient
Irish Tree Alphabet begins with the letter B (beth), which means birch. In Scandinavian
mythology, the silver birch is consecrated to Thor, the God of Thunder. Thor is the most
powerful of all the gods as he controls the spring thunderstorms and is lord of the rains
making everything grow.
Schoolmasters have used birch switches on unruly students since ancient times. I prefer
the besom as a broom for sweeping, to thrashing or witches riding on them! A very British
use for young growth branches is for steeplechase jumps. They last for up to three years,
and being pliable, are kind to horses legs as they brush through the tops of the jump. It
was tradition to use birch as the yule log that was burned during mid-winter celebrations.
Another tradition was using a birch trunk as a May pole because of its associations with
springtime, fertility and birth.
All parts of this tree are useful; the leaves
have medicinal uses and the fine roots can
make intricate baskets, the brushwood
being used for besoms and horse jumps.
The branches can be sliced and used as
radial flooring or worktops or indeed made
into rope. The bark, especially from some
species, has been used as a form of paper
for millennium as it is waterproof and will not
easily rot. In Russia birch bark was often
preferred for keeping important family
records because of its durability. Birch bark
scrolls have existed for many centuries and
are still quite legible.
The bark can be removed either as a single
thin or as a double thick layer. The outer,
silvery bark will come away leaving the
growing tree to continue, but the thick bark
with rusty colours can be removed from
felled trees, although this process will kill a
standing tree. In Scandinavian countries
four layers of bark make a waterproof
membrane on roofs, which then often have
turfs laid on them. Next trunks are thrown,
cabers as in the Hebrides, to hold it down
against the wind.

The waterproof properties of the bark make it ideal for indigenous North Americans to craft
canoes using birch bark tar to seal them. Norwegian boats are built of planks and tar
mixed with beeswax. The makers may well have quenched their thirst with birch beer
made from the spring sap that rises from recently cut stumps.
In the reconstructed houses in the Skansen Museum in Sweden I have seen the most
wonderful examples of the versatility of birch trees. I saw domestic tools of every
description: spoons, plates, bowls, trays, drinking vessels for use within the living quarters.
Storage of foodstuffs was important, so containers, called ‘navers’, were made out of bark
into all shapes and sizes according to their contents. Similarly, baskets were made of bark
for all uses around the house and garden. Important items of furniture such as tables,
stools and chairs were all fashioned out of birch. Some chairs were painted, partly for
decoration and partly to cheer up dreary winter interiors. In these modern times, large
retailers such as IKEA use birch extensively in making their light wood furniture.
Then in the farmsteads there were buckets, farm machinery, fences, mats, some of which
used just the top branches. Wagon wheels were constructed of strong mature birch. Birch
also provided snowshoes for humans and horses; they lasted up to around nine miles and
then needed repairing. And of course, skis were made of birch until recently when they
have been replaced with modern materials.
On a lighter note, musical instruments were made from birch, some being hollowed out
into simple woodwind pipes. Decorations, especially for Christmas, come in many shapes
and sizes. One example I saw was a lovely white tubular birch vase with branches of new
spring leaves and catkins shooting out of it.
As you can see from the above paragraphs, birch has many cultural uses within the home
and farm. But from the forester’s point of view they could also play an immense role in the
future of British forestry. These attractive varieties would be very useful in urban situations
as street trees, with the benefit of white, reflective trunks, dainty leaves, and even more
importantly their ability to reduce air pollution, as has been shown in recent studies.
In East Anglia, where diseased pines are being removed, the birch would be an ideal
replacement as a nurse crop, and for soil improvement, as it would in the west of England
where larch is being removed due to phytophthora. In the countryside and woodlands
where ash grows, under increasing threat from chalara, birch would make an obvious
replacement. Silver birch trees, which are not only beautiful but also of great ecological
benefit, should be used to greater advantage in Britain.

NEWS FROM BATSFORD

AUTUMN AT BATSFORD ARBORETUM
Autumn is almost upon us once again – a beautiful time of year at Batsford Arboretum –
famed for its magical colour and romantic, intimate scenery.
But isn’t every arboretum beautiful in autumn I hear you cry? Perhaps! But few offer
views through the top of the tree canopy to the stunning Cotswold scenery beyond, or the
chance to meander along stream-lined paths while soaking up the amazing sights and
smells of autumn.
From late September to early November it’s a veritable fireworks display of colour with the
maples – like the sugar maple, Acer saccharum, taking centre stage with its deep gold and
orange leaves. Other showstoppers include the snake bark maple, Acer capillipes, the
Japanese maples Acer palmatum ‘Osakazuki’ and ‘Shishigashira’ and Acer japonicum
‘Vitifolium’. Don’t be surprised if you are hit by a waft of burnt sugar at various points
around the arboretum. Cercidiphyllum japonicum – known as the Katsura Tree is a real
multi-tasker offering both the fantastic popcorn smell and a beautiful deep pink colour!

The beautiful flowers of the Katsura

Autumn is, of course, nature’s planting time – perfect for establishing plants before the
winter cold sets in, giving them a head start come the spring.
The Plant Centre at Batsford offers visitors a huge choice of quality plants in a beautiful
walled garden setting. You’ll find a great selection of Acers too if you want to try to
replicate the arboretum in your own garden as well as winter bedding and lots of beautiful
spring flowering bulbs to get planted now.
If the plants don’t tempt you – we’re sure the home baked lunches, cakes and afternoon
teas will – and what better place to enjoy them than from the wooden deck where you can
do some serious people-watching at the same time! It’s also never too early to think about
Christmas and we have a wide choice of great gift ideas in the Arboretum Gift Shop, with
beautiful wooden gifts created by our very own woodturner Roger and a whole host of
shabby chic gifts and furniture in the Applestore.
Batsford Arboretum is just a mile and a half from historic Moreton-in-Marsh and is open
every day except Christmas Day from 10am to 5pm.
Visit our website at
www.batsarb.co.uk for more information. We’re also on Facebook/BatsfordArboretum and
you can follow us on twitter @BatsfordA.

Acer palmatum "Osakazuki" (by Alan Jones)

Late Summer & Autumn events at Batsford Arboretum.
The Big Batsford Bug Hunt. August 1st to 31st. 10am to 5pm.
Make the most of fine summer weather by getting active in the arboretum. Find the creepy
crawlies hidden around the arboretum, mark their location on our map using the stickers
provided and pick up a goodie bag! Children must be accompanied by an adult for whom
the normal arboretum entrance fee applies. Children’s tickets cost £1.50 + £3 arboretum
entrance fee.
September
The big build-up begins to our spectacular autumn colour. Fruits and hips adorn the
branches like red baubles on a Christmas Tree and the pungent toffee apple smell of the
Katsura Tree and rosy scent of the Clerodendron are a real assault on the senses!
Make the most of September in the Arboretum. RHS members get free entry throughout
the month on production of their membership card.
Moth Night at Batsford. Thursday 4th September. 8.30pm onwards
It’s the time of year when some of our most colourful moths are active – the perfect time to
learn about these fascinating nocturnal insects. Join Warwickshire moth expert Bob Cox
with the rest of his team of experts as we discover more about our native moths. After an
introductory presentation there’ll be demonstrations of trapping techniques followed by
inspections and recordings of the trapped moths before they’re released back into the
wild. The event will go on until well past midnight but please feel free to leave whenever
you wish.
Tickets cost £5 for adults and £3 for children. Please book by calling 01386 701441.
The Big Batsford Bat Walk. Wednesday 10th September 2014. 8 – 10pm.
Intrigued by bats and keen to learn more about where and how they live?
Come along to the Big Batsford Bat Walk in the Arboretum and discover everything you
ever wanted to know about these shy little creatures with our Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust
expert. Tickets cost £10 for adults and £5 for children, with half the money going to
support the Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust’s work. Booking is essential as places are
limited – please call Batsford Arboretum direct on 01386 701441.
October
From mid October we’re a riot of autumn colour with maples and cherries in every hue.
Wander through our colourful tree garden, kick up a few leaves and make the most of crisp
autumn days at beautiful Batsford. Don’t forget to pick up a copy of the Batsford Golden
Mile – a self-guiding route around the arboretum highlighting the stars of the autumn show!
Autumn Colour Spectacular. October 4th to November 19th.
Our beautiful arboretum is ablaze with autumn colour. Centre stage are the maples and
cherries in every hue from flame reds to salmon pinks and sunshine yellows and the
liquidamber tree – with its multi-coloured leaves from deep purple to pale gold.
Fungi Foray. Sunday 12th October. 10.30am and 1.30pm.
Find the fabulous fungi in our arboretum with expert forayer Dave Champion. He’ll show
you what to look out for and how to identify edible and poisonous fungi during a walk
through the arboretum. Bring sturdy footwear and waterproofs and don’t forget a collecting
basket! Walks limited to 20 people each so book early by calling 01386 701441. Tickets
cost £4.50 per person + arboretum entrance fee.

------------------RECIPES FROM EVENTS
Following the buffet served at our 2014 Conference we have been asked to reproduce
again Jean's excellent recipe for Lemon Pavlova Roll.
Pavlova Roll – serves 6
Ingredients – 4 egg whites, 11/2 cups sugar, 1 tsp real vanilla essence, 1 tsp white vinegar,
2 tbsp boiling water, approx 1 tbsp each brown sugar and coconut. Filling - 4 egg yolks, 1/2
cup sugar, rind and juice of 1 lemon (3 tbsp juice), 1cup whipped cream. (note 1 cup = 8 fl
oz).
Method. To make the pavlova – beat the egg whites until soft peaks form, then slowly add
the sugar. When stiff, add the vanilla essence, white vinegar and boiling water. Spread the
mixture about 2cm thick in the shape of a rectangle on to a foil-lined baking sheet.
Sprinkle with a mixture of brown sugar and coconut and bake for 10-15 minutes at
150c/300f/gas 1-2. Cool and turn out on to a clean tea towel. To make the filling - beat the
egg yolks lightly and add the sugar, lemon rind and juice. Microwave on medium until
thick – check and stir at 30 second intervals. Cool and mix with the cream. Spread over
the pavlova and roll up using the tea towel to help. Serve and savour.
Or of course, you could just attend the next conference and hope someone has made it for
you!

GEOFF'S GARDENING CORNER
EVERGREEN TREES FOR WINTER GARDEN STRUCTURE
Now is a good time to be thinking ahead to the coming winter months. Looking around the
garden with a critical eye now can pay dividends if you want to create a space that gives
year-round interest. There are some plants that will give your garden a double dose of
value by giving colour or texture during the summer and eye catching forms in the winter.
Until very recently it was the accepted wisdom that the whole garden was tidied and ‘put to
bed’ for winter. Nowadays the fashion is to leave seed heads on and selected, dried,
summer growth to provide form and interest during the often barren winter months.
Plants that have this wonderful multi tasking ability include Sedum, Achillea, poppies,
honesty, golden rod, teasel, Eryngium, Phlomis russeliana, Cardiocrinum giganteum, and
Cynara cardunculus. Many of the grasses and bamboos will also give great summer and
winter interest too. The dogwoods are also well worth considering for their vivid reds,
yellows and greens.

Phlomis russeliana (by Meneerke bloem / CC BY)
However, an evergreen tree could be for you if you are looking for a plant that will provide
a strong visual structure or a focal point to the otherwise barren winter garden. A well
placed, single specimen tree can have the effect of somehow consolidating the design of a
whole garden. In design terms a tree is just a big object that when correctly placed will
harmonise an entire scene. They perform an indispensible job in any garden and, indeed,
because trees add so much value, we would have invented them if they did not already
exist.
Randomly placed trees seldom give of their best because they simply aren’t given the best
possible chance to shine. Compare the placing of a tree in the garden to the positioning of

a person in a well structured photograph. If the person in the photo is put in the wrong spot
the whole picture is almost pointless.
So, below is a list of evergreen trees that if placed in the correct spot will bring the whole
picture together with harmony, balance and structure. Just make sure you chose a tree
suitable to your soil and micro climate (harsh wind, frost pockets, permanently
damp/dry/shaded) and that won’t outstay its welcome and turn into a giant problem.
Abies (Silver Fir), Araucaria (Monkey Puzzle Tree), Arbutus (Strawberry Tree), Buxus
(Box), Cedrus (Cedar), Cephalotaxus (Plum Yew), Chamaecyparis (False Yew),
Cupressus (Cypress), Eucalyptus (Gum Tree), Garrya (Silk Tassel Bush), Ilex (Holly),
Juniperus (Juniper), Magnolia, Osmanthus, Photinia, Picea (Spruce), Sciadopitys
(Japanese Umbrella Pine), Taxus (Yew), Thuja (Arbor-vitae).

"Arbutus canariensis" (by Meneerke bloem /CC BY-SA 3.0)
I would be happy to get your gardening questions or suggestions for future articles –
geoff_carr@hotmail.com

Geoffrey Carr – Award Winning Garden Design

PESTS' CORNER
Where there are trees, there will always be life forms which are supported by those trees.
And there will also be pests. Following on from this year's conference and Jon Stokes'
presentation, it is appropriate to remind tree wardens to be on the lookout for some of the
problems which are to be regarded as a serious threat to our trees. For those of you with
internet access you may like to follow the Forestry Commission links below for further
information; for others, here is a brief reminder of some of the pests and their targets.
Oak Processionary Moth
The caterpillars of this moth consume
(almost only) oak leaves and move in 'noseto-tail' processions. Apart from affecting the
oak tree, their countless hairs are a severe
irritant and should be avoided. They may
be evident from their white, silken trails and
nests. Whilst originally confined to the
London area, there is evidence of a spread
of this pest, particularly along the Thames
valley.

http://www.forestry.gov.uk/oakprocessionarymoth
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/pdf/OPM-Leaflet-public-info-final_05-14.pdf/$file/OPM-Leafletpublic-info-final_05-14.pdf

Asian Longhorn Beetle
The adult beetles are large, about 20 - 40
mm long and shiny black with variable white
markings. Probably originally arriving via
wood packaging, they are a threat to many
of the broadleaved trees found in Britain.
Evidence of their emergence from an
infected tree will often be via circular exit
holes made by the emerging adult beetles in
the trunks and branches. These are usually
about 10 mm in diameter and found in the
main trunk and above.
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/asianlonghornbeetle

Phytophthera ramorum or Sudden Oak Death
This is a fungus-like pathogen (essentially a "germ") causing considerable damage, and
likely death, on trees which it infects. The oak reference is due largely to its impact on the
American oak population. Whilst its impact on British native oaks may be limited, it has
caused considerable damage to our larches - and is a threat to beech and chestnuts.
Symptoms include lesions, known as bleeding cankers, which exude fluid from infected
bark, visible as a black substance which can dry to a crust on the trunk. The inner bark
under this bleeding area is usually discoloured and dying.
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/pramorum




TREE AND LEAF
ETC.
Have you or your parish any interesting items or events which you would like to
report on in Tree and Leaf?
Have you places to visit you wish to share?

Please submit any articles to Ann Jones, either electronically to twgcotswold@yahoo.co.uk
or by post addressed to 161 Alexander Drive, Cirencester, Gloucestershire, GL7 1UQ.
Visit The Cotswold Tree Warden Group Website
http://www.cotswoldtreewardengroup.org.uk/
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