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I DIG TREES

Trees donated by the I Dig Trees programme were planted by Witney Rotary Club at Clanfield

Cotswold Tree Warden Group were contacted once more in 2017 by the I Dig Trees
programme organisers with the offer of packs of free trees, with guards and cane supports.
The Conservation Volunteers co-ordinate this impressive project initiated by OVO Energy
as part of its 100% renewable Greener Energy Plan. The intention this year was to
distribute and have planted another 150,000 trees across the UK.
Cotswold Tree Warden Group contacted all our parishes and tree wardens, plus adjacent
partner groups where there is no official Tree Warden Group. Those who were in a

position to receive and plant trees this time round were offered 50 trees from a selection of
mainly native trees in categories of Parkland, Large Garden, Small Garden and Wildlife &
Shrubs. The following communities took part: Bisley, Cirencester, Coberley, Cotswold
Forest School, Fairford, Kemble, Sevenhampton, Somerford Keynes, Witney, as well as
some planting by CTWG itself across the district.
Glyn Rees co-ordinated Witney's effort and as the photo shows, they clearly picked a good
day for planting their batch of trees and helping contribute towards a better environment.
We should have a follow up from other plantings in the next issue.

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT....
In 2017 the Cotswold Tree Warden Group reached the milestone of 20 years since its
formation. To mark it a cake was cut at the Forum at Chedworth in September. More
details follow later in this issue.

Ann and Mike are joined by all for photos with a cake celebrating 20 years of CTWG

NEWS FROM THE AGM

Our AGM, held in the Council Chamber at Cotswold District Council on Thursday 5th
October 2017, was well attended. This may have been due to the attraction of a
presentation by Guy Watson on the topic Trees - Myth and Reality. A report on Guy's talk
will appear in a future issue of Tree and Leaf.
The Committee and Officers were duly elected.
Chairman
Mike Hartnell
Vice-Chairman
Christopher Coghlan
Co-ordinator/Secretary
Ann Jones
Publicity Officer
Alan Jones
Finance Officer
Post not filled (volunteer requested - Alan covering temporarily)
Committee members
Diane Cresswell
Clive Hester
Keith Mills
John Reynolds
At the meeting Alan and Ann Jones indicated that, for personal reasons concerning family
and health, they will be resigning their posts. They would continue in their roles for the next
few months but hoped that replacements would be found. (Since the AGM a new
committee member, Robert Neal, has been co-opted with a view to working along with
Clive Hester and shadowing the roles being vacated by Alan and Ann. A Finance Officer
is still needed, someone who operates spreadsheets would be ideal. This is not an
onerous post but obviously a necessary one.)
Chairman's report by Mike Hartnell
The team, including myself as Chairman, Ann Jones as Secretary/Co-ordinator and
Committee, were also joined on the committee this year by Clive Hester from South
Cerney.
Since our last AGM, the now traditional Barton House Orchard weekend took place in
October 2016. The kind hosting of this event, was by Frank and Marilyn Gardner. It was
well attended and raised funds which were spent on training and the orchard.
In February, assisted by John Hall, I once again led a Coppicing and Hedgelaying Course
in the North Cotswolds. This year we finished the hedge run and at the end of the session
the result of our efforts was clear for all to see. March saw our usual Barton House
Orchard training session run by Dave Kaspar, of Day's Cottage. This was followed later in
the year by a working group led by Tim Donohoe, who planted trees and undertook
maintenance work.

In April we were joined by members of the Royal Forestry Society at the Offices of
Cotswold District Council for an evening talk by Andrew Smith of Westonbirt Arboretum.
He took us through a visit to New England with The Royal Forestry Society.
Our May Walk this year took place at Springhill by kind invitation of The Trustees of the
Estate. It was well attended and a goodly exchange of information resulted from the
attendance of Guy Watson who is here with us tonight.
The Cotswold Tree Warden Group 2017 Conference in June was based at Miserden
Village Hall, with a visit to Misarden Park Garden. Speakers were Nicholas Wills who told
us about the estate, David Lewis of the RAU speaking on tree safety and the law and
Anna Ball who spoke to us about the Grade Listing of Gardens.
On Saturday 23rd September we hosted a Tree Council Forum which they held in
celebration of our Tree Warden Group achieving 20 years. This was at Chedworth Village
Hall and included presentations on the Tree Charter and Treezilla. The afternoon included
assessing trees and inspecting a hedgerow which we planted a few years ago. Jean Nunn
made a splendid birthday cake which was cut and consumed at the end of the day.
Tree Wardens and Friends were also invited to join the Royal Forestry Society for their
visits over the last twelve months to Abbey Home Farm, Banks Fee Longborough,
Westonbirt Arboretum and later this week to Lower Woods, Hawkesbury Upton.
Plans are well underway for 2018 events and details will be published shortly. Twelve
more months - another year has passed. Change in the air as Alan and Ann Jones give
notice of their intention to vacate their positions on the Committee. This will be mentioned
at the election of committee and officers. We do need volunteers to join our committee.
Thanks to my colleagues on the committee, attendees at our events as well as the
supporters, whose donations help the group's very existence.
(FOR 2018 PROJECTED PROGRAMME SEE LATER IN THIS EDITION)

VISIT TO HIGHGROVE
On Sunday 6th August Cotswold Tree Wardens were joined by fellow Tree Wardens and
Friends from other areas for an organised visit to Highgrove. Cameras not being allowed
means we have no pictures of this visit.
Our group gathered in the Orchard Room and were conducted to a marquee where we
watched a video message from Prince Charles welcoming us to the Estate and telling us a
little about his original vision and subsequent development of the gardens.
We then joined up with one of the knowledgeable guides for the tour proper. Whilst
visitors are not permitted to wander the grounds at their own pace, it did not feel like we
were being herded. As with any garden, the seasons have a huge impact on the visual
appeal of different areas and the spring visitor will likely take away principal memories of
sections which perhaps won't be the main focus for those attending later in the year.
However, when you have the size and variety of design that there is at Highgrove, there
should always be elements of interest.
One might anticipate that a garden of many sections could seem a bit forced or unnatural,
but one of the clever aspects of Highgrove is the way the sections flow. There is always
either a major feature, such as the stumpery or the Turkish-inspired carpet garden, or
individual points of interest - unusual pots, follies or topiary - to draw the eye. Nor is
everything there to please just the eye, for the kitchen garden provides a considerable
bounty for both the house needs and commercial purposes. The apple tunnel in particular
was most impressive.
Our tour concluded back at the Orchard Room and quite a few of us took the chance of
refreshments and a convivial chat before departing for home.

A RETURN TO SHEPHERD HOUSE, INVERESK
- AN ARTIST'S GARDEN
In Septrember Ann and Alan Jones made a return visit to Scotland and Shepherd
House Garden at Inveresk. Owners, Sir Charles and Lady Ann Fraser had just
celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary. However that doesn't mean that they hav e
ceased maintaining, and indeed developing, their garden.
This has included re designing a section of the garden in celebration of the anniversary. They still open it
regularly in support of local charities.
Since we were last there, the most
noteworthy development has been the
construction of a shell house. The exterior
of the small stone building is impressive
enough with a smart wooden door and
stained glass windows. However, it is
inside which really excels. Countless
mussel, cockle, limpet and scallop shells
decorate the walls, all individually applied
with tile cement (by local art students).
The central feature, shown below, is a
very striking flower picture in shells. As
well as the walls being totally covered in
shells, the roof is painted depicting details
of the lives of the Frasers and their family.
The garden is varied with something of
interest in all seasons. Even if the reader
doesn't venture so far afield, look out for
less obvious places to visit within a drive
of where you are - and be rewarded.

TREE COUNCIL FORUM - CHEDWORTH
When we pointed out to Jon Stokes at the Tree Council that 2017 would see the 20th
anniversary of the Cotswold Tree Warden Group, he was quick to suggest that there would
be a way to mark it in the calendar of events.
The Tree Council were busy setting up their annual round of regional forums at different
venues and the programme for any year tends to have a common theme on which to
address each gathering, plus an individual item, based on the locality, such as a property
to visit or local speaker.
It was then decided that the 2017 round of events should commence with one extra
meeting hosted by us. We eventually settled on a return to the Village Hall at Chedworth,
which we knew had the appropriate facilities and a date of Saturday 23rd September was
chosen.
It was a busy morning of presentations, with a new Tree Council employee, Kristina
Jansons-Binns addressing us on 'The Value Of Trees'. With the imminent launch of The
Tree Charter in November, this was an opportunity to consider the different ways in which
trees may be valued - in monetary terms, environmental benefit, value to society or the
individual. There appeared to be a general view afterwards that it was difficult for the
average local tree warden to embrace and apply the ideas involved.
However, it was easier to take on board the message from Jessica Goodenough, of The
Open University regarding Treezilla. This is a project to create a 'monster map', the
ambition being to record all the trees of Britain and to show how the trees near us benefit
our local environment. With such ambition, it will necessarily involve local input and the
idea is for any of us to get on board by logging details not only of the location of trees, but
also further information about them.
Our local presenter for the event was Dr Ian Grange of the Royal Agricultural University.
The common element for the morning of valuing trees was represented here by Ian
focusing on work he has undertaken specifically relating to hedges. Reflecting on the
trend for bigger fields with the resulting loss of traditional hedgerows, he 'spreads the
word' on the importance of hedgerows, also orchards and other trees in terms of their
carbon uptake and the fight against global warming. Many of us were familiar with the
benefits of hedgerows for wildlife, but more of us are starting to appreciate this other key
aspect.
With all of the foregoing - and a very good lunch to fit in - there was limited time for outdoor
exploration. Nevertheless, we still managed two topics. Jon Stokes challenged us with a
theoretical problem in the grounds of the hall. The imagined situation was that planning
permission had been granted to redevelop the area and that we had the opportunity to
save one tree out of those around us. The resulting discussions and explanations showed
how we all can view the same trees and landscape in different ways and for varying
reasons. It also demonstrated the need for teamwork and co-operation.
There was still time to walk across the adjacent playing and down the lane. Jon was
impressed by the growth shown by the hedge planted along with the local community six
years earlier (Tree and Leaf, Spring 2011 edition). He demonstrated evidence of Ash
dieback and admired a large and healthy looking pollarded Ash. There can be so much to
see within a small area if you know what to look for!
Then it was back to the hall for group photos with a celebratory cake, kindly provided by
Jean Nunn, before its demolition with tea and departure to various points of the compass.

Demonstration at Chedworth closes road!!

Jon Stokes used a fallen Ash branch to demonstrate to delegates the different signs to
look for in Ash dieback. Though we found the branch tucked neatly against the stone wall,
the weakened tree had probably dropped the branch into the road. This is one of the big
issues facing landowners (and travellers). If trees are not inspected for disease, serious
consequences can ensue. As we finished our examination and tucked the branch back to
the wall, a passing motorist thanked us for clearing the road!

VISIT TO LOWER WOODS, HAWKESBURY UPTON, WITH THE RFS
GLOUCESTERSHIRE DIVISION
On 7th October Tree Wardens joined with Gloucestershire Division of the Royal Forestry
Society for their visit to Lower Woods, near Hawkesbury Upton, a Site of Special Scientific
Interest. For those of you not familiar with this part of the county, it is a most interesting
area, being one of the largest areas of ancient woodland in the South West - covering over
270 hectares. Originally part of the Beaufort Estate it was taken on by the Gloucestershire
Wildlife Trust (GWT).
It consists of about 23 historic woodland compartments including oak, ash, poplar and wild
service standards and stools, with a massive coverage of hazel coppice.
The
compartments, with boundaries unchanged for centuries, are mostly separated by grassy
trenches and tracks. The area was historically kept for hunting, but the coppice was
unmanaged for quite some time before the issue of death duties prompted the transfer to
GWT. They have taken on the considerable task of getting some sort of cycle back into the
coppicing of the hazel. However one warden and a collection of keen volunteers have
their work cut out to achieve this. There are some contractors willing to become involved
and there is a market for cut hazel and also the charcoal it will produce. The
knowledgeable and enthusiastic warden, Neil, does this on site.
An exploration of this considerable area reveals unfortunately quite a level of dieback in
Ash, from saplings to old pollarded stumps. There is a nuisance level of ivy growth in
many of the compartments with some stems around 12inches thick! Neil is tackling this by
cutting sections out of the stems as he goes about his other tasks.
Whilst much of the site is fairly level, there are some quite steep slopes down to the Little
Avon River, which you can come across almost by surprise, so dense is the woodland
leading to it. The whole site is a rich habitat for wildlife and plants. Arm yourself with stout
boots and a map and go exploring for an interesting outing.

EARLY SPRING AT BATSFORD ARBORETUM
Despite harsh weather conditions during December and January, we’ve experienced signs
of spring a little early this year at Batsford, which provided a much-needed glimmer of
hope that warmer temperatures and longer days are on the horizon!
We’ve been treated to pops of yellows, reds and oranges from Witch-hazel Hamamelis
and the pinks, yellows and whites of Helleborus orientalis ‘Harvington Hybrids’, which are
dotted all over the arboretum, and the pink and white flowers of Daphne bholua ‘Sir Peter
Smithers’. Early-flowering daffodils ‘January Gold’, Galanthus woronowii (giant snowdrop)
and Cyclamen have made the Arboretum feel particularly spring-like too.
A real early spring highlight at Batsford is the magnificent swathes of snowdrops which
typically reach their peak during February, closely followed by further drifts of daffodils in
March. Weather-permitting, Batsford’s 73 species of Magnolia will also start to bloom in
March, filling the Arboretum with clouds of pink and white.
Spring events at Batsford
Bring your Valentine to Batsford Arboretum, Saturday 10th & Sunday 11th February
Whisk your loved one off to Batsford for a delicious breakfast in The Garden Terrace Café
followed by a romantic stroll around our magical arboretum, just £25 per couple (£14 for
Batsford members). Breakfast is served between 9.30am-11am.
Mothering Sunday, Sunday 11th March
Treat Mum to a day out at Batsford on Mother’s Day - Mum’s get free entry to the
Arboretum (when accompanied by a paying child!). Why not take the whole family and
enjoy lunch or afternoon tea in the Garden Terrace Café to make her feel even more
special?
The Big Batsford Bunny Hunt! 30th March – 15th April
The Easter Bunny’s helpers have escaped and are hopping around Batsford Arboretum –
find them to win a prize! The bunny hunt costs £2.50 per child, plus Arboretum admission
fee (children must be accompanied by an adult). No need to book, just turn up and enjoy!
Visit www.batsarb.co.uk for details of all events.
Batsford Arboretum, Batsford, Nr. Moreton-in-Marsh GL56 9AD
Tel: 01386 701441
www.batsarb.co.uk

We are open every day from 10amto 5 pm
- 55 acres of breathtaking trees and wild garden - Freshly-baked food in the Garden Terrace Café - Beautiful, quality plants, gifts & garden sundries - Expert gardening advice - Unique, shabby chic interior design ideas from the Applestore - Family fun in the Cotswold Falconry Centre -

COMMUNITY ORCHARD DAYS - BARTON HOUSE, CIRENCESTER

Family activity picking at the Orchard 2017

Frank & Marilyn Gardner opened up Barton Orchard once again for community apple
picking days on 30 September and 1st October. Whilst the weather wasn't quite up to last
year's standards, there was another excellent crop. A steady flow of customers couldn't
clear the orchard. Many who came were what might now be termed regulars, who look out
for the notices advertising the opening. There were still plenty of newcomers however,
and lots of families came along, many small children delighted to find that apples don't just
grow on supermarket shelves! The Group is grateful for the donations which the Gardners
generously allow us.

GEOFF CARR'S GARDENING CORNER
Evergreens
Give evergreen plants a moment’s consideration. On reflection, what image comes to your
mind’s eye when you think about evergreen plants? One image might be hedges? Do
Christmas trees come to mind? Bushy shrubs? You might think about holly trees? Even ivy
or grass?
Perhaps you don’t have a clearly defined image of what an evergreen is – do not confuse
the word ‘evergreen’ with meaning frost or winter proof, a plant can be evergreen without
being hardy. The Royal Horticultural Society Encyclopaedia of Gardening describes
evergreens thus: - ‘Of plants that retain their foliage for more than one growing season’.
The word ‘foliage’ is important to remember when you are considering buying an
evergreen. For instance, some varieties of Kniphofia (red-hot-poker) are described as an
evergreen and yet, surely, it’s only ever considered for its showy August flowers? Unless
used with a real design flair its long and lank, sometimes scruffy, grass-like evergreen
leaves add little to the garden for the remaining months of the year. Something else to
consider when talking about evergreen plants is that many of them are not green at all.
Good examples of evergreen plants that are other colours than green are: Heuchera,
Artemisia, Choisya ternata ‘Sundance’, Euphorbia amygdaloides ‘Purpurea’.
The most common use of a properly chosen evergreen is probably for bringing garden
interest between November and March and, surely, there cannot be a garden anywhere, of
any size, that won’t benefit from the presence of at least one plant that keeps it foliage for
all 12 months of the year? However, to utilise evergreens simply as winter interest can
mean missing the point of some evergreen plants. For example, Azaleas, Hypericum,
Viburnum, Bergenia, Rhododendron and Camellia all have fabulous displays of seasonal
flower colour.
Too many evergreens can make a space feel leaden, static and wanting although there
are some exciting examples of beautifully designed evergreen gardens. The generally
accepted design rule of thumb is to have roughly the same volume of evergreen and
deciduous shrubs and trees. In my opinion the most important quality of an evergreen is
not how it looks but what it symbolises. They serve to remind us of the continuous and
uplifting characteristics of the natural world, characteristics that I believe are what makes
gardening and gardens so important to so many individuals.
I like conifers whether they be upright, spreading, tall, short, yellow, blue, green or orange.
Conifers have been out of fashion since the end of the last century but I’ve never been a
follower of fashion. I tend to think that if a plant fulfils a design function then it is just as
valid as whatever the current trend might be. Conifers come with some excellent
characteristics: - mostly evergreen for year round interest and structure, just about any
shape or size you can imagine, fully frost hardy and hard as nails, easy to look after and
finally they look good as either a single specimen plant or planted as a group or indeed,
there are some fabulous examples of entire conifer gardens. The only minor drawback is
that they don’t host a very high insect/animal/fungi count. Although their biodiversity
credentials are lacking they fulfil many other criteria and I hope they don’t stay in the
design prison too much longer. Apart from falling from fashion they have also got a bad
reputation via the problems caused by the fast growing and very big Leyland cypress tree
often planted as a ‘quick hedge’. Unless you have an enormous amount of space I would
steer well clear of using large growing conifers as hedging because most species do not
regenerate if pruned back into old wood. This is a distinct disadvantage in hedge plants
and one which choices such as privet, laurel, beech, yew and holly do not suffer from.

Some research before you buy a conifer will help to decide if it will tolerate the conditions
in your garden be it shade, damp, acid, alkaline, dry, windy, frost pocket or full sun. The
library or the internet are good places to see examples of the myriad choices available but
beware straying onto U.S. web sites because the American definition of frost hardy or
other plant requirements do not always correspond to our climate and conditions. Finally,
check to see if the ultimate spread and height will fit into your garden and also that its
shape is going to work positively with everything else occupying the space. Of course, you
could always visit some of the fabulous gardens in the Cotswolds that are open to the
public and take a look at some mature conifer specimens that were planted back in the
70s.
An evergreen tree could be for you if you are looking for a plant that will provide a strong
visual structure or a focal point to the otherwise barren winter garden. A well placed, single
specimen tree can have the effect of somehow consolidating the design of a whole
garden. In design terms a tree is just a big object that when correctly placed will harmonise
an entire scene. They perform an indispensible job in any garden and indeed because
trees add so much value we would have invented them if they did not already exist.
Randomly placed trees seldom give of their best because they simply aren’t given the best
possible chance to shine. Compare the placing of a tree in the garden to the positioning of
a person in a well structured photograph. If the person in the photo is put in the wrong spot
the whole picture is almost pointless.
So, below is a list of evergreen trees
that if placed in the correct spot will
bring the whole picture together with
harmony, balance and structure. Just
make sure you chose a tree suitable
to your soil and micro climate, (harsh
wind, frost pockets, permanently
damp/dry/shaded) and that won’t
outstay its welcome and turn into a
giant problem.
Abies (Silver Fir), Araucaria (Monkey
Puzzle Tree), Arbutus (Strawberry
Tree), Buxus (Box), Cedrus (Cedar),
Cephalotaxus
(Plum
Yew),
Chamaecyparis
(False
Yew),
Cupressus (Cypress), Eucalyptus
(Gum Tree), Garrya (Silk Tassel
Bush), Ilex (Holly),
Juniperus
(Juniper), Magnolia, Osmanthus,
Photinia, Picea (Spruce), Sciadopitys
(Japanese Umbrella Pine), Taxus
(Yew), Thuja (Arbor-vitae).
Geoff Carr - January 2018
Arbutus - Strawberry Tree
Image courtesy of Phil_Bird at FreeDigitalPhotos.net

(Editor's Note : With this article, Geoff is 'signing off' as a contributor to Tree & Leaf. We
would like to thank him for his support over a long period.)

TREE DONATED TO BARTON HOUSE ORCHARD

Following the successful Community Orchard Days in September/October, we presented
Frank Gardner with a further apple tree - Greensleeves - at the start of December. Whilst
the day itself was bright, the inclement recent weather meant that it was impractical to
plant it at the time. It was left to Frank to deal with it at a more suitable time to allow the
tree the best chance of establishing and developing. How many years from now might it
be cropping like many of the old established trees in the orchard?

EVENTS FOR 2018
The following events for this year have been arranged so far:
(Please note that, unless otherwise stated, we request a contribution of £2 per person for
each event to assist towards group costs)
Saturday 17th February - Woodland working day at Hawton Wood, Little Compton, near
Moreton-in-Marsh. Hopefully those of you on email have already had notification of this. A
varied day dealing with hedgelaying, tree planting, wildlife habitat, disease information and
a display of forestry equipment. 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. Tree wardens £3, others £5, to include a
light lunch.
March - details to be confirmed - Orchard working day at Barton House Orchard,
Cirencester.
April - details to be confirmed - joining with Royal Forestry Society for event at Miserden
and Cranham Wood.
Thursday 17th May - Evening walk at Upton Wold, near Blockley. A chance to stroll
through this lovely garden and see the national walnut collection. Guided by Mike Hartnell.
Saturday 23rd June - Conference at Broadwell. This year we are based at Broadwell
Village Hall with a visit to the Broadwell Hill estate of Lord and Lady Ashton. Further
details will follow in due course. It is intended that the day will follow a similar format to
previous years' conferences with a contribution of £15 requested.
Further information will be available via e-mails for those on our contact lists and also
published on the website.

Mulberry tree - Image courtesy of Vlado at FreeDigitalPhotos.net

TREE AND LEAF
If you have enjoyed any of the items submitted by our guest contributors
(basically anyone other than the Editor) why not submit something yourself? It
doesn't have to be a CTWG activity - it only needs to be tree-related and have
the potential for providing interest for others
Please submit any articles to Ann Jones, either electronically to twgcotswold@yahoo.co.uk
or by post addressed to 161 Alexander Drive, Cirencester, Gloucestershire, GL7 1UQ.
Visit The Cotswold Tree Warden Group Website
http://www.cotswoldtreewardengroup.org.uk/
COTSWOLD TREE WARDEN GROUP - SUPPORTED BY:
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