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WOODLAND EXPERIENCE DAY - HAWTON WOOD
17TH FEBRUARY 2018

A chilly day awaited the hardy souls who gathered at Mike Hartnell's own Hawton Wood,
Little Compton on this Saturday in mid February for a woodland experience day. On hand
to assist Mike, especially with the "heavy machinery" were his contractors, Luke Bailey
and Reuben Stewart.
Mike explained that the planned hedgelaying session would not go ahead due to the
unavailability of the intended guide. However this proved to be quite fortuitous, as we
easily filled the period before a sensible finishing time ensuring people were not affected
by the seasonal temperature.
Mike started by giving a background to his purchase of the wood and some of the
developments he has undertaken so far. Outlining his plans for the site, he is aiming to

erect a building suitable to help the wood to be useful as an education centre, complete
with a pond as well as improving the habitat for birds and small animals.
He had brought along a selection of hedging material for extending an existing line and
demonstrated the method of planting and protecting before encouraging everyone to have
a go.

We then continued down the track by the adjoining field on a circular tour of the wood, with
Mike pointing out items of interest, demonstrating work to date and his forward plans.
Ann Hanks had kindly offered her neighbouring property as a venue for lunch and
everyone gathered on the patio in what was probably the best of the day's weather for
soup and cake, provided by Ann Jones.
On the resumption, Mike showed his sporting guns, explaining the different types and
calibres and their uses. Luke and Reuben, who had been busy in the background till now,
demonstrated their expertise with the forwarder, before givingmembers of the group
chance to try their hand at operating the controls to unload and stack timber.

BARTON ORCHARD PRUNING
MARCH 2018

Considering options for working on a badly fractured, storm-damaged limb

On 15th March a small, but enthusiastic group gathered at Barton Orchard for a pruning
session. With our previous tutor, Dave Kaspar, no longer available a work party was
formed with committee member Clive Hester leading the day. Our friend and local tree
surgeon, Pablo Sánchez Moreno, of Cotswold Tree Care was on hand with safety gear for
the climbing work.
After a welcome coffee and biscuits provided by our hosts, Frank and Marilyn Gardner,
Clive gave an introduction into his background and experience with fruit trees. We then
headed out into the orchard. With a number of trees at the western end having received
attention during past courses, we decided to concentrate on those at the east (gate) end.
This is where a number of the taller specimens are to be found - long overdue for attention
- and some have in recent winters received nature's own assistance in the form of winds
and storms. This has resulted in the total loss of some limbs, with others seemingly
hanging by a thread, yet still putting out growth on the grounded sections.
In order to understand better the issues surrounding pruning in general, and the remedial
works open to anyone dealing with damaged trees, we looked at and discussed a number
of trees before engaging in any actual pruning.
As most of our readers will know, the pruning we undertake - or have someone to do for us
- has a considerable effect on the subject tree(s), be they fruit or otherwise. Some fruit
trees respond to pruning better than others - it is generally held that apples and pears can
take more pruning than trees producing stone fruits.

One of the first basics for dealing with apple trees is to know whether the variety is tipbearing or spur- bearing when it comes to producing fruit. Prune the wrong part and you
get no fruit!
Formative pruning, on all sorts of trees including apples, consists of work in the early years
of the tree. Different varieties have varying natural habits, some will be more vigorous,
some compact. Formative pruning should be undertaken on all to encourage the tree to
develop appropriately - with a good balance of branches, usually a fairly open structure so
that light gets through to all areas. Regardless of whether the trees are in a domestic
setting with fruit that will be picked manually, or in a commercial undertaking where
mechanical harvesting is likely, you will probably want the fruit produced at a reachable
height. This can be controlled by the right pruning from the beginning.
One of the benefits of having young or compact trees is that almost anyone can do some
sort of work on them with the minimum of equipment, perhaps a good pair of secateurs, a
good saw and a step ladder. You get the satisfaction of being able to see what you are
achieving and hopefully reap the benefits later. We had the chance to do some work on
smaller trees.
But there is also what we might term remedial pruning, such as that needed by the apple
trees at Barton Orchard. Prior to the Gardners taking on the property, the trees here
appear to have had little or no attention for a considerable period. Accordingly they have
grown out of control and frequently "leggy".
In
considering
this
specimen, it was evident
that it had been allowed to
over develop side branches
which with passage of time
had become far too long,
with a considerable weight
involved.
It produces a
heavy crop of apples and
admittedly, many are at a
height
suitable
for
youngsters, who appreciate
this
at
the
annual
community orchard days.

However, if the tree is to survive, it was
clear that it needed help. Whilst it was
still growing beyond the damaged
section highlighted here, this was an
obvious option for removal.
And here is a tip - if you are going to
cut off a considerable length and weight
of a branch, do it in easy portions! Start
a sensible distance from the tip and use
an undercut (cut up from below the
branch) initially so that in sawing off the
branch the weight of the wood doesn't
cause a damaging tear to that which
remains.

Even without current damage, trees
like the one on the right are both
impractical for picking and likely
candidates for future storm damage.
As trees become older, they are
generally more
susceptible
to
problems.
Many have visible or
unseen issues, such as holes,
fissures or rot. Landowners are of
course responsible, where trees are
in or by areas open to the public for
ensuring safety. In this instance, it is
just that the tree had a better chance
of a prolonged and productive life,
through some pruning.
It was
unbalanced and by taking out some
of the crown, it would be better able
to continue.
Pablo is properly trained to undertake
such work and took to the ladder with
his chainsaw. Max was on hand to
help guide the falling timber, BUT
from a safe distance! The very long
pole however, with a saw attachment
is an option for those needing to cut
smaller branches at a height without
the need for ladders. Always think
about safety and remember the
dangers which may exist if you are
working alone with equipment.

Pablo and Max reducing high branches

There are varying views as to
whether ivy is detrimental to
trees or not. Here, a very old
tree had been almost taken over
by ivy. Tim Donohoe worked
hard to cut through the ivy,
taking out a whole segment, as
sometimes a simple cut through
can heal and allow the ivy to
survive. We can confirm that
only the ivy was cut, not the tree
- several rings in the ivy
confirmed it had been gradually
taking over its host for many
years.

Want to know more about pruning trees in general? The Arboricultural Association have a
useful guide which can be found via this link:
https://www.trees.org.uk/Trees.org.uk/media/Trees-org.uk/Documents/GuideToPruningWeb.pdf

JOINT MEETING WITH ROYAL FORESTRY SOCIETY VISIT TO CRANHAM WOOD AND MISERDEN - SUSTAINABILITY
After recent gloomy weather, a fine morning greeted attendees for this joint meeting on
18th April, which covered two venues.
We gathered at Cranham Village Hall, where coffee and biscuits awaited as preparation
for our foray into Cranham Wood. This property was purchased by Richard and Catriona
Tyson some ten years ago. Catriona did a course at the RAU, where one of her tutors
was David Lewis. David happened to have been managing the woodland for the previous
owners and became a natural choice to advise the Tysons. They obtained planning
permission to build a sympathetic and eco friendly house near the existing traditional
sawmill and set about maintaining the first areas of this surrounding wood, which extends
to some 80 hectares / 200 acres.
A footpath from near the village hall leads into the south west corner of the wood and
down towards the Painswick stream which, very approximately, runs from east to west
through the wood. For the previous owners, this woodland could be regarded as in an
outlaying area in relation to the rest of the estate. As such - "out of sight, out of mind"
perhaps - it had had less attention than other parts of their property. The area near the
stream was therefore somewhat overgrown, with little light getting through to the water and
the limiting its attraction to a broad range of flora and fauna.

Enquiries by the Tysons led them into contact with Stroud District Council, who have a
Rural Sustainable Drainage Project. Lead officer, Chris Uttley was with us for the visit and
gave us an understanding of their work. Areas which are under threat of flooding inevitably
receive problem water from upstream areas. With the Stroud valleys having five
watercourses converging on the town, the likelihood of flooding can be alleviated by
diverting, or perhaps slowing down, the flow from upstream. With the strategic use of
timber, preferably straight from the locality, either fallen or deliberately felled, alleviating
tactics can be employed. So called "leaky dams" are constructed in the watercourse,
which slow the flow of water at peak flow times and help reduce the chances of flooding
downstream.
There are generally two types of leaky dam and we were able to see both types in close
proximity. One uses only naturally placed timber and other obstacles, the second perhaps
more engineered with items such as fixing rods to hold them in place. These however can
be very discreet as seen on the Tysons section of the Painswick Stream. With rods
countersunk into the timbers you had to look quite closely to spot them. The adjacent land
belongs to Natural England whose policy is to use their obstacles simply strategically
placed into the banks to hold in place.
With both types of structure, the principle is that in normal conditions, water will flow freely
and only in times of greater flow will the obstacles impede, reduce and divert the water.
Some dams are made wider, where the sourrounding land is suitably flat, so thatwater can
actually be pushed out from the watercourse and dissipated onto the land. In all cases,
the dams will be constructed so as to provide differing depths of water, with pools and
shallows, and contrasting areas of flowing water and calm. This, along with the selective
clearing of trees bordering the stream or river encourages a varied habitat for a richer
selection of wildlife. A particularly pleasing result for the Tysons is the successful growth in
the population of freshwater crayfish. In many areas the native version has been
overwhelmed by the imported American variety. This however, apparently,has been
discouraged from getting upstream by the number of mills lower on its length, and along
with the development of the stream as described above has allowed the native crayfish to
flourish.

Clearing the trees by the bank and damming the stream has created a better wildlife habitat

A steepish climb up the wooded valley followed, ensuring those of us who didn't avail
ourselves of the ride on the tractor and trailer got our daily exercise. It was interesting to
hear that the wood is almost entirely natural with only one planted parcel of (pre-Tyson)
conifer. Beech predominates, but Ash is present - for the time being.
Our walk took us to the old sawmill. No computers here, only the whirr, clack and thrum of
old equipment, operated by men of a mature vintage who know how to look after it and
coax it through its working life. The almost hundred year old mobile saw, unaided by man
other than in its set up, was working its way through a trunk some two foot in diameter. A
larger saw, tractor-powered, was being expertly manouevred to produce beautiful planks
from a larger fallen oak. It was heartening to see that the world still has places where
other than service industries can operate.

The 1922 mobile mobile saw in action - Sorry this is only a still photo!

We made a swifter return - after all, it was downhill with no stops - to the Village Hall for
lunch, before relocating to Miserden for the second element in our sustainability day. We
were greeted by Nicholas Wills, who has become comfortable in his role at the head of the
Misarden Park Estate, taken on from his father, Major Tom Wills. No estate can stand still
and survive in the modern era and one of the ways that the Wills' have explored to keep
the estate viable and also to promote environmental benefits has been the installation of
a sustainable wood fuel, or biomass, system.
For those of you who have heard of biomass, but were never sure what it was, it refers to
any material of organic origin which can be used to produce energy. The most common of
these is wood, but others come in the form of agricultural by-products (e.g. straw or
manure),from waste, or by making biofuels such as ethanol from crops like corn or sugar
cane. Unlike fossil fuels, all of these are renewable to a large extent, in that we can plant
more trees, crops or produce more by-products. The system at Miserden uses wood chip,
this (and wood pellets) being the most common product used to create the necessary
energy. Whilst a log for instance will burn, it is not an efficient way of producing energy.
To produce chipped wood obviously incurs a cost, but by storing the product in appropriate
conditions the moisture content will be much reduced and the chip is better suited to the
needs of the boilers which burn it. Whilst burning biomass emits carbon dioxide, the
growing of the products binds carbon dioxide using photosynthesis. Thus properly
managed systems can be carbon neutral, which is not the case with burning fossil fuels.

We walked down to the yard where the main storage sheds are for holding the wood chip.
At present, quite a proportion of the wood chip tonnage required is bought in. However the
planning and planting programme for the estate is taking account of the forecast usage. An
expansion, ideally to 100% from the estate, would not only reduce costs, but also reduce
the carbon footprint impact of transportation. It will also be evident to all that by utilising
estate timber to supply the system, it reduces the need to find an external market and
along with that, the impact of variable demand on the income thus yielded. (When many of
our trees were planted which are now available for harvesting, it may have been expected
that the demand would exist for much more uses than firewood, which sadly is often the
case today.)
Nicholas and his team explained that different grades of chip - basically chip size - have an
impact on both the drying time involved to get the product to an optimal state, but also on
their suitability for the boilers. As the system is still in a position of relative infancy, they
are still learning what works best.

More "chips" than McDonalds (Other fast food chains are available...)

Walking back towards the village, behind the Misarden Park Gardens, we approached a
modern barn. A high shutter door gave access to the interior storage area which was
capable of taking enough chip to supply the boilers for perhaps three weeks, depending on
the season. At first sight this was just a storage area, but hidden below the chip was an
auger conveyor system to supply controlled delivery of chip to the boilers in the adjacent
room. Two impressive boilers were installed, able to operate in tandem, but other than at
the coldest times,these run alternately with the chance for maintenance in between use.
There is also an oil boiler for emergency use if both biomass boilers should be down.
From the boilers a system of pipes go underground and on a circuit to almost all the
properties in the village (excluding the main house, which is too far off the route),
supplying water and heating. It was essential to get all the village "on board" with the
scheme to make maximum benefit from the system. The initial set up cost was quite high,
but subsidies make the system worthwhile and enable the estate to charge the supplied
properties at a cost lower than that for an oil-based system - using a formula involving
running costs, RPI and commercial supply rates.

EVENTS FOR 2018
Our next event is our Annual Conference on Saturday 23rd June
This year it is being held in the parish of Broadwell. We are based at Broadwell Village
Hall and there will be an afternoon visit to the Broadwell Hill estate of Lord and Lady
Ashton.
Our speakers in the morning are Jon Stokes, of The Tree Council and the ever popular
Guy Watson, of Certhia Consulting. The day will follow a similar format to previous years'
conferences with tea/coffee and biscuits on arrival, a buffet lunch and tea and cake to
conclude after our walk at Broadwell Hill. A contribution of £15 is requested - we have kept
this at the same level for a number of years and hope all will agree that the day gives good
value for money. We guarantee there will be something for all to learn and of course it is
an excellent opportunity to meet up with other Tree Wardens from both the Cotswolds and
farther afield.
Full details are being distributed via e-mails for those on our contact lists and also
published on the website.

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO ALL OUR CONTACTS
If you see this copy of Tree & Leaf but have stopped receiving e-mail
notification for it or other items, is it because you didn't respond to our
Data Protection emails sent out on or about 20th May?
Anyone interested can opt to join our contact list - whether you were on
before or not - by contacting us at twgcotswold@yahoo.co.uk. All Tree
Wardens especially are urged to enable us to keep in touch with you.

CALLING ALL ELMS!
We have been made aware of a survey being conducted by The Conservation
Association. This charity based at The Royal Geographical Society is seeking help in
recording, across Britain, mature Elms of various types to create a public database. You
are invited to submit details online and entries will be verified by experts. There are very
few currently logged in this area of the country, so here is your chance to add to the
database. Tell them about one which you know which hundreds of people pass unnoticed
everyday. Or perhaps there is one hidden away in an obscure corner. Follow this link for
more details:
https://www.conservationfoundation.co.uk/elms/map
For determining the type of elm, the site has a link to a Forestry Commission booklet on
Field Recognition of British Elms. Whilst it has been around some time it should still be of
interest . Note within it a picture of a Huntingdon Elm at Westonbirt. Is it still there? It isn't
on the map of elms registered so far. See the booklet at:
https://www.forestry.gov.uk/PDF/FCBK042.pdf/$FILE/FCBK042.pdf
You may also find of interest The Conservation Association's Grest British Elm
Experiment. Many cuttings taken from disease resistant Elms have been micro
propagated and distributed around the country. See:
https://www.conservationfoundation.co.uk/elms

LATE SPRING AT BATSFORD ARBORETUM
After a particularly cold start to the spring, the magnificent Cherry and Magnolia collections
finally burst into life in mid-April providing a stunning display of pink, white and purple
throughout the Arboretum.
Despite things getting off to a slow start for the Cherries and Magnolias, the cold spell was
particularly beneficial to our spring bulbs, which put on one of the best displays we’ve seen
for many years – including masses of daffodils, plus Grape Hyacinths and Snakes Head
Fritillaries, with Bluebells, Wild Garlic and Camassia still to look forward to over the coming
weeks.
During the last couple of weeks of May (weather permitting!), our stunning Davidia ‘Pocket
Handkerchief’ tree springs to life, displaying thousands of white handkerchief-like bracts.
June onwards is wildflower time in the arboretum where you’ll find a whole host of native
flowers – a favourite for local wildlife and insects.

Forthcoming events at Batsford
Friday 1st June, 11.30am & 1.30pm
‘Words from the Wild Woods’: Storytelling & Teddybear’s Picnic
If you go down to the woods today you're in for a big surprise...! Bring a picnic (and your
favourite teddybear!) and join storyteller Michael Loader at Batsford Arboretum for
traditional tales and spontaneous stories inspired by the animals and the trees …with a
murmuring of live music and a pinch of puppetry! Arboretum admission fee applies. No
need to book, just turn up and enjoy!

5th & 20th June, 11th & 18th July
Photography Workshops
An informative theory class followed by a practical class in the Arboretum. Suitable
for any level with a bridge or DSLR camera. Learn about Abstract Photography on 5 th
June, Exposure Photography on 20th June, Composition Photography on 11th July &
Macro Photography 18 th July. Visit www.alanranger.com/batsford for more details and to
book.
17th June
Father's Day at Batsford
Visit Batsford Arboretum and make Father's Day even more special this year! There’s free
entry to the Arboretum for all Dads on their special day (when accompanied by a paying
child – of any age!). For more details, visit www.batsarb.co.uk
27th July, 10am - 1pm
Learn Tai Chi in a morning
Join tutor and author Neil Hall in the beautiful setting of Batsford Arboretum to learn some
Tai Chi you can do at home. This short introductory course is aimed at beginners, and
designed to be suitable for over 60’s (though all adults are welcome). The course costs
£28.95. Places are limited so early booking is advisable. For more details and to book, visit
www.lctkd.com/batsford
29th & 30th May, 30th July
Family ‘Sharpshooter’ Photography Workshop
Grab your camera, phone or tablet and join a fun ‘explore & capture’ photography
workshop at Batsford Arboretum for the whole family! 10am-12pm & 1pm-3pm. Visit
www.alanranger.com/batsford for more details and to book.
Batsford Arboretum, Batsford, Nr. Moreton-in-Marsh GL56 9AD
Tel: 01386 701441
www.batsarb.co.uk

We are open every day from 10amto 5 pm
- 55 acres of breathtaking trees and wild garden - Freshly-baked food in the Garden Terrace Café - Beautiful, quality plants, gifts & garden sundries - Expert gardening advice - Unique, shabby chic interior design ideas from the Applestore - Family fun in the Cotswold Falconry Centre -

FROM THE PAST
Where do the years go? Here is a reminder of some of the events we have held over the
past years.

Eyes shielded against the sun at Day's Cottage, with Dave Kaspar examining a plantation of young
fruit trees. When? June 2009!

Enjoying the spendid surroundings on a walk at Sezincote in 2012

Gathering at Bourton-on-the-Water for tree tagging, also in 2012. Sue Pacini explains where we
will be working.

Visiting Newent Arborertumin 2013 with Barrie Wellington, its instigator

TREE AND LEAF
If you have enjoyed any of the items submitted by our guest contributors
(basically anyone other than the Editor) why not submit something yourself? It
doesn't have to be a CTWG activity - it only needs to be tree-related and have
the potential for providing interest for others
Please submit any articles to Ann Jones, either electronically to twgcotswold@yahoo.co.uk
or by post addressed to 161 Alexander Drive, Cirencester, Gloucestershire, GL7 1UQ.
Visit The Cotswold Tree Warden Group Website
http://www.cotswoldtreewardengroup.org.uk/
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