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CONFERENCE 2018 - SATURDAY 23RD JUNE
We gathered once more this June for a one day Conference, this time in the attractive
surroundings of Broadwell. Some of you who have attended one of our catered events in
recent years, but weren't with us on this occasion, may not be aware that you have missed
out. Our friend and Poulton ex-Tree Warden Jean Nunn was making this her swansong.
The disappointment of those excluded from the lunch was plain to see....

Some of the residents of the Broadwell Hill Estate

Once again we were indebted to Jon Stokes, of The Tree Council for his support and
knowledgeable contributions, enthusing us all with hope despite the trials and tribulations
surrounding us in the plight of the Ash. We hope to have extracts from his presentation in
our next issue.
Guy Watson, Certhia Consulting, (who many of you will know from previous events, his
previous role of Tree Officer at Cotswold District Council or from his other many and varied
involvements in all things tree) kindly gave his time to join us and lead the day off with his
tree surgeon talk. Following this piece is an extract from his presentation, which for those
who don't know him, only lacks the typical humour and interest with which Guy injects his
words. Always a good listen, but in the words alone lies an important message for anyone
responsible for arranging a professional (and yes, please do use one of those) to
undertake tree works.

Our choice of the village venue for the event was thanks to our Chairman, Mike Hartnell,
who undertakes forestry work for Lord and Lady Ashton at their Broadwell Hill Estate.
They kindly agreed to allow delegates to visit the grouinds in the afternoon, accompanying
us to discuss aspects of both the gardens and the estate and tree management. Needing
the exercise to walk off our lunches, we crossed the village green for the short walk up to
the estate and via a surprisingly long drive meandered through the attractive parkland
setting towards the house.
Some of the specimen trees nearer the house were quite new to this country when they
were planted in the 1800s. It was interesting to see how, over time, the vision of the
planter has been realised in "presenting a view" and also how issues subsequently arise.
This may be either when trees grow so large that they start to obscure the view to which
they were meant to draw the eye, or to succumb to age or disease and thereby create
another problem in trying to retain a balance and match up, with new planting, as nearly as
possible to a remaining tree of a pair or group.

A presentation to Lord and Lady Ashton in thanks for our visit

We returned to the excellent venue of Broadwell Village Hall, for tea, cake (well, it has
become something of a trend) and parting words. To thank our contributors, Jon, Guy and
Jean, each was presented with a piece of Dennis French carved wood before we left for
home.
(Footnote: Dennis French will not mind me saying that he is of the 'old school'. He has
tremendous experience and knowledge in working with wood. Making everything from
mice to tables with much else in between, he is based in Brimscombe. If you require
something
made
by
a
true
craftsman,
look
at
his
website
at
http://www.dennisfrenchwoodturning.co.uk/ and book a visit.)

CHOOSING YOUR TREE SURGEON
by Guy Watson
When I started climbing and cutting trees the world was a very different place for arborists,
in fact that word hardly existed. What did we do? Well, we found some old harness that
electricity line men used, some old rope and tied some knots, got up the tree and got on
with it. I spent a lot of time in the army surplus stores getting boots and work gear.
‘Chainsaw proof’ equipment was not really available. Indeed, one of my contemporaries
was told at his college, “Wear two pairs of jeans today lad – chainsaws”.
Unsurprisingly, it didn’t bode well, and on day two I cut myself with a chain saw. Luckily
this was not a bad cut, very luckily, it was a typical left knee cut where there is no padding
and lots of tendons, and bones very near the surface and a complex joint. I only needed 6
stitches. It could have been the end of it all.

Guy Watson - Young, innocent and unprotected - how it used to be done!

Times have changed, arboriculture has changed and now there are rafts of legislation,
“advisory” elements that would be very hard to argue as to why you hadn’t followed them
and a whole industry based upon tree care.
The question is how do you know what is right or wrong? Who is competent, qualified,
good? It is so easy today to rip logos and accreditations off the internet, buy a van and get
some posh looking stickers, a quick bit of embroidery or printing on a t-shirt and bingo you
are ‘respectable’ – or are you?
So, what do you need to see? Well, initially not much to enable some decisions to be
made. I suggest you start with certificates of insurance, qualifications as to competence,
waste licences and reliable references. Any reputable contractor will be happy to provide
all these and should be able to show you there and then.

Insurance: A word of warning, do not take anyone’s word that they are insured. Make
sure you see a copy of their insurance certificate showing at least £5 million public liability
cover. There should be no hesitation in providing this. If you have any doubt about the
validity of cover take some details and phone the provider. You can then check the cover
is in place and that payments for premiums are actually being made. Any employer, and it
does not matter whether their workers are self-employed for tax purposes or not, must by
law hold Employers’ Liability Insurance. This should be at the level of at least £5million
(although £10million is better).
Competence: All professional chainsaw users must hold certificates of competence.
These are mostly provided by NPTC City and Guilds and come in the form of a credit card
sized identity card. They will show a photo of the holder and list, on the reverse, their
competencies. A modern general chainsaw user will hold CS (chainsaw) 30 and 31 as a
minimum. Climbers will have these plus CS38 (now a separate competence listed as
“climb a tree” and “conduct aerial rescue”) and CS39 (chainsaw from a rope and harness).
In an ideal world CS40 and CS41 would also be good. These should have been achieved
within the last 5 years. If they are older, evidence of refresher training should also be
available – thus ensuring skills are maintained. If your tree surgeon is quoting, you may
want to ask who will actually be on site and ensure that they are appropriately qualified.
Waste Disposal: What will
happen to the arisings? (the
bits cut off!) Where will they
go, who will haul them?
Please do not accept that
tree work residue is exempt
from waste disposal control.
It isn’t. Ask to see their waste
carriers licence. A “lower tier”
licence is fine and this can be
checked on-line via the
Environment Agency. Next,
ask where will it go? If this is
fly-tipped and it can be traced
back to your trees then you
may be liable for the clean up
costs. Always ask the
question.
A
reputable
contractor will ensure that
their yard is registered with
the Environment Agency. To
be specific, an S2 and T6
exemption
should
be
available. This allows storage
and treatment of “waste” from
tree work. This too can be
checked via the Environment
Agency public registers.

Modern tree surgeons are well equipped & protected

References: Always get references and follow them up. If you are having your tree
reduced and it is ‘butchered’ then you will have to live with the reminder for years to come.
Not only having to look at the poor thing, or possibly having extra remedial works carried
out, but even having to have what is left removed. All this at extra cost. Get it done right,
first time.
There is a whole raft of legislation and regulations covering modern arboriculture and
therefore costs will, necessarily, be higher if complied with. A less reputable contractor,
who may cut corners, ignore necessary training and maintenance of equipment, not
undertake a professional risk assessment, personal protective equipment provision, health
surveillance... I could go on…will probably produce a cheaper quote. But…….the results
could be very unfortunate. The old adage, you get what you pay for, could not be more
apposite.
The Arboricultural Association produce a helpful leaflet, Choosing your Tree Surgeon,
available from their website https://www.trees.org.uk/. They also have a register of
Approved Contractors. These are contractors that have gone through a rigorous
assessment covering compliance with legislation, office procedures, customer service,
work quality etc. This is backed by a formal complaints procedure. Therefore, you should
be confident that if you use an Approved Contractor you will get the best possible advice
and service.
(Editor's postscript - If you have read this far, you are one of the many who are interested
in trees. It is very easy to look at them, to admire them, to identify them. But it is also very
easy to take them for granted, or, to be more precise, to take their wellbeing - and by
association, ours - for granted. Tree care is a profession and with it comes inherent risks.
Our thanks to Guy for bringing it home to us in this thought provoking article.)

MAY WALK - UPTON WOLD
by Christopher Bailey
On Thursday 17th May, a CTWG group enjoyed a lovely evening at Upton Wold the home
of Mr Ian Bond who showed us with enthusiasm around his garden and then the
arboretum. Mr Bond purchased Upton Wold and the Northwick estate (some 4000 acres)
in 1973, moved in in 1976 and immediately started developing the garden and arboretum.

Ian Bond (in blue jumper) showing Tree Wardens round his estate
The house (grade 1) dates from around 1603 and was once owned by the Bishop of
Worcester (and in fact the estate was an enclave of Worcestershire within Gloucestershire
until the 1930’s).
The arboretum extends to about 20 acres and within this there is a more formal garden of
6 acres. Mr Bond's chief passion is the Walnut tree (plant genus Juglans) and of the 22
species around the world he has managed to collect 18 which now forms the National
Collection of Walnuts here at Upton Wold. His passion was sparked off by a visit home
from school where he saw for the first time a Walnut tree and has been fascinated by the
trees ever since. The Walnut comes from a wide area of the old and new world and seems
to thrive on the relatively poor north Cotswolds limestone. Some of Mr Bond's trees have
been collected on his behalf as seeds by friends from around the world and by himself
from Bolivia and Arizona. One unusual use of the Walnut he described to us is the use of
the filaments around the nut which are flexible, light and heat resistant and were used in
the moon flights!
Apart from the Walnut tree collection the garden also contained some lovely features such
as the labyrinth - which he built as a reminder of the lost medieval village of Northwick,
beautiful vegetable gardens, water features and topped off by a heated summer house
with views over the garden and beyond. His four children have also inherited their father's
passion and one of his sons in particular is carrying on the tradition by starting an esculus
collection – this genus of course includes the Horse Chestnut and other flowering trees
and shrubs.

Aesculus glabra Ohio Buckeye
"captured" at
Upton Wold
through the
lens of
Christopher
Bailey

Christopher Bailey FRSB
(Thanks to Christopher for both his article and photos)

ASH HEALTH MONITORING PILOT
The Tree Council and Richie Cotterill of Herefordshire Tree Wardens have collaborated to
put together this useful project. Whilst Ash Dieback is all too familiar a sight to many of us,
little is known about the timespan involved for an individual Ash to change from a healthy
specimen to what is, to all intents and purposes, a dead tree.
In order to gather a library of
evidence on this, the project is
seeking contributions from us all,
by way of photographing ash
trees regularly to monitor their
decline. Whilst a certain amount
of discipline is required, such as
photographing the tree each time
from the same position and
keeping good records, it should
be possible for anyone with
some form of camera to
contribute.
Details of the project will be
circulated to all Cotswold Tree
Wardens, but for convenience
they will also be posted shortly
on our website
.

A Class 1 Ash in the project is a healthy tree with
around 100% leaf cover.

EVENTS - 2018
There are two further events arranged so far for this year.
Community Orchard Days - Saturday/Sunday, 6th/7th October
Another year, another crop by the looks of it. So, you are invited, courtesy of Frank and
Marilyn Gardner, to head to Barton Orchard off Barton Lane, Cirencester between 10 a.m.
and 4 p.m. on both days. The arrangements are as usual, bring your own bags and fill
them with apples. Voluntary contributions donated go towards the running of the group
and our training events.
AGM - Miserden Village Hall - Saturday 20th October
This year we are going to hold the AGM in the daytime as part of an event based at
Miserden Village Hall. Recently retired tree nursery owner, Barrie Wellington from Newent
will be giving us the do's and dont's on seed collection. There will be a tree identification
outdoor event in the afternoon.. A lunch of soup and roll, plus cake will be available, so no
need to pack your own! Any registered tree warden - you don't need to be appointed by a
parish council - is eligible to stand for committee at the AGM. Any input you can offer will
be welcome to help "freshen up" our activities. There is no set contribution for the event voluntary donations welcomed.

Full details will be distributed via e-mails for those on our contact lists and also published
on the website.

We wish to point out that we respect your privacy and the terms of the General Data
Protection Regulations. Your details will only be used for purposes connected with
Cotswold Tree Warden Group and wil not be sharedwith third parties.
Anyone interested can opt to join our contact list - whether you were on before or not - by
contacting us at twgcotswold@yahoo.co.uk. All Tree Wardens especially are urged to
enable us to keep in touch with you. You may at any time contact us to ask to be removed
from our mailing list.

WITH RFS at REDWOOD, NEAR SLIMBRIDGE
On a warm summer's day on Saturday 14th July, Tree Wardens were invited to join the
RFS visit to the Redwood Outdoor Education Centre of the Ernest Cook Trust's Slimbridge
Estate. A fact finding visit to the site a few months earlier to meet with woodman, Lee
James, supplied ample evidence that this would be a rewarding experience with plenty to
interest us, both in terms of the woodland and the history surrounding the site.
On the day, Lee opened with an introduction to the Trust's background, founded by Ernest
Cook, grandson of Thomas Cook (of travel company fame). They now promote significant
charity work, not least at this centre for day and residential visits for youngsters to
experience all things woodland, outdoors and historic.
The site existed in the Domesday records and the wood was historically adapted for
hunting under the ownership of the nearby Berkeley Estate - from which the Trust acquired
it almost 70 years ago. This was part of the vast estate which once stretched from this part
of Gloucestershire all the way to Berkeley Square in London!
Although not evident as you stand there, the site is less than a mile from the River Severn
and with low lying land liable to flooding an area even slightly elevated became of
importance. Near the entrance and to the south of the site is a meadow used for
residential camping. Between it and the actual wood are ponds at which our tour
commenced.. Lee explained how re-digging the ponds, along with other local evidence,
showed these to have had monastic uses for keeping fish - vital on Fridays. The reeds
there likely point to the origins of the name Redwood, a variant on an Old English name of
rheod or rhiod, meaning reed. Thus it would have become over time Reedwood, then
Redwood - and with no link to the sub-family Sequoioideae.
The site has yielded numerous finds relating to all periods from Roman onwards. There
was significant activity here in the Civil War too. As we toured the site Lee showed us
examples of what he has personally retrieved, as well as the kiln he uses with children to
demonstrate the sort of goods which once would have been produced here, including

drinking vessels, arrowheads and musket balls! The youngsters even get the chance
themselves to make replicas to take back to school. This is a good way to be educated bringing history alive.
The wood itself consists of around 45 acres/18 hectares with established trees of various
species. Scots Pine, Oak and Larch are evident. However the Jubilee planting
demonstrates not only the grant requirements for diversity, but the practical issues, with a
number of small pockets of various tree species interplanted with shrubs. Practical,
because as in so many areas, it can't safely be assumed that the trees we have now will
exist in numbers in the future. Redwood was much affected in the 70s by the loss of elms.
It had substantial numbers of Spruce, which became so badly affected by disease that all
but a handful had to be felled. Now, as almost everywhere, Ash are showing varying
levels of suffering. Lee and the Trust are faced with the decision of whether to fell or close
off areas of woodland used for educational visits. Health and Safety issues compete with
the possibility that disease resistant Ash may be present. Discussion among those
present seemed to indicate that, still, we have no clear guidance on what might be planted
as alternative crops for the future, despite the concerns of possible huge tracts of treeless
land.
Our thanks go to The Ernest Cook Trust and especially to Lee James for making this visit
so enjoyable.

Looking down one of the main rides at Redwood

NATIONAL TREE WARDEN CO-ORDINATORS' CONFERENCE
The Tree Council organised a conference at Birmingham on 28th June for the coordinators of all the Tree Warden Networks. With the heading of "Shaping the Future of
Tree Warden Networks", the event seemed to be important nationally and locally and Ann
and Alan both attended, hoping between them to grasp items of importance to bring back
to CTWG.
Firstly, the Director General of The Tree Council, Pauline Buchanan Black, had recently
retired and a restructuring had resulted in the appointment of a Chief Executive, Sara Lom.
Sara has had roles in the wine trade and managing international orchestras before her last
role as Chief Executive Officer of the Royal Parks Foundation. Arriving with a good
reputation, she impressed at Conference with her enthusiasm for taking The Tree Council
and Tree Wardens forward with a positive attitude and a role for all. One of her
specialisms is fundraising and she is looking to secure a sponsor to help with some of the
developments which are referred to below.
At this point, some background explanation is relevant. Those of you more familiar with
the relationship between a Tree Warden and a parish or town council may not be fully
aware of the "family tree" that exists linking the Tree Council, the networks or groups, such
as CTWG, and the wardens making up those groups. Whilst you have possibly heard that
the parent body came into being to maintain the momentum of the 'Plant a Tree in 73'
campaign, you may not appreciate its full role. A charity, The Tree Council, set up by the
government consists of a relatively small team who are involved not just with tree wardens.
As the umbrella body for UK organisations involved in tree planting, care and conservation
it has contacts and responsibilities far and wide.
For many years now Jon Stokes has supported CTWG, not least in spending hours of his
own time travelling from his home on the south coast to run, or present at, our conferences
and events. Yet for the majority of his working life at present, Jon is involved at the highest
level with government and other industry professionals looking into the impact of Ash
dieback as well as assorted other influences on our treescape. Sara, Jon and the team
have realised that, with many other areas of responsibility, it might occasionally be thought
that the Tree Warden Network had been left to get on by itself. In some regions this might
be surmounted, but especially with the cuts in local government, the threat was clear. A
number of Councils have withdrawn their support in recent years and given that most
Networks have historically been organised at district council or county council level, the
threat to the 'tree's roots' requires attention.
Accordingly, the message is that The Tree Council is not there simply to issue edicts. They
want to ensure that communication is a two way process. Yes, they want to pass on
information (be it central government "rules", information, good practice, advice etc.), but
they really do want to hear from the people on the ground (Tree Wardens are the eyes and
eyes of the community) and to know what help different groups need whilst operating
under differing circumstances. After all, the issues facing those of us caring for trees in a
rural community can be vastly different to those in an inner city. At Conference we heard
from the co-ordinator in a rural county where local government re-organisation had
resulted in fewer district councils. They now have one Network, but with three sub groups.
The Cotswolds is a large enough geographical area, but theirs covers a whole county with
vastly more parishes. As with CTWG some areas are better represented than others
through parishes having official Tree Wardens. In contrast, in the Midlands, where
Networks' areas are smaller, as well as active individual Networks, a regional arrangement
has been created to facilitate sharing of ideas and especially training sessions.

The Conference delegates had a mix of experience - some long-standing, others more
recently involved - and represented the differently structured Networks, some with coordinators being council employed (Tree Officers or Admin staff), some with council
involvement, but with non-council co-ordinators and lastly others like ourselves where the
group is essentially independent of their local councils.
With, as stated before, a limited (though expanding) staffing, the Tree Council needs to
make the best possible use of Tree Wardens - the volunteers on the ground and all the
experience and knowledge that they have. We were asked to consider whether a revised
structure would be beneficial. The idea, which received plenty of support, is that an
advisory group might be set up, with representatives from various Networks which liaising
closely with the Tree Council, could provide a better voice for Tree Wardens, improve the
two way communication and improve the dissemination of information, training and so on.
One target may be to increase the profile of the Tree Council and Tree Wardens. It was
even suggested that the Tree Council consider changing its name - the reference to
'Council' possibly to some minds having negative connotations. It is early days, and
thoughtful consideration is necessary to avoid just creating an extra level of bureaucracy,
but the potential is there.
Having referred to training above, there are some very useful training packages used by
other Tree Warden Networks. Whilst these are normally delivered by (Council) Tree
Officers, we are hopeful that we will be accepted as having sufficient professional
knowledge within CTWG to be able to organise some training sessions for our own
wardens in the near future. Watch this space!
One of the points which came out of discussion at Conference was in relation to
technology. In many ways it is clear that greater efficiency can be achieved using online
systems. For instance it is quicker - and cheaper - to put an item on the web for 100
people than to post out individual notifications. However it was clearly acknowledged that
not everyone has the facility or inclination to receive computised communications. Tree
Wardens in this category will not be excluded from developments. Having said that, The
Tree Council are directing efforts into improving their website, for those who wish to use it,
to include for instance having the Handbook online. They do want to give Tree Wardens
more help to do the job.
Another way of involving Tree Wardens more is by inviting them to contribute to the Ash
Health Monitoring Pilot. This has been referred to elsewhere in this issue.
Some of you Tree Wardens out there 'on the ground' may read this and say, "Well, I'm just
here to look after trees in my parish. I'm not interested in what goes on in other parts of the
country." But what you do is still important. We hope that there is and will be something
which comes out of the scheme which is of use to you. And it would be great if you would
like to be more involved. Otherwise, what you do and how you do it are still vitally
important. If appointed by a parish, you may not be able to become friends with the
person who wants to cut down a protected tree, but you have the opportunity to get the
majority of residents on your side, not least by being able to provide information and
explanations on local matters. You meet with people in the community on a regular basis
and they know you are the person who "looks after trees". If you have contact in schools,
then perhaps you have the opportunity to encourage an interest in trees. After all, as in
any walk of life, we need to develop a new generation of Tree Wardens or at least people
who care about trees.
The link between Tree Wardens and The Tree Council has been in place for over 40
years, but the message from this conference is that it will be made stronger in the coming
months and years. Thank you for your contribution - long may it continue.

NEWS FROM BATSFORD ARBORETUM
There has been lots of excitement at Batsford recently as a 25-year-old specimen of
Emmenopterys henryi, a highly rare tree originating from China, is coming into flower for
the first time at the Arboretum. It’ll be the 6th flowering ever in the UK for the species. At
the time of writing (27th July), the flower buds on Batsford’s Emmenopterys henryi are in
the early stages of development but are expected to be in full flower from early August and
could last for up to two weeks.
This unusual tree was discovered by Irish plant hunter, Augustine Henry, in central China
in 1887, it was then introduced into cultivation in the UK by Ernest Wilson in 1907. When in
flower, the Emmenopterys produces clusters of beautiful white delicate flowers surrounded
by unusual large, soft white bracts. It is thought that weather extremes trigger flowering;
therefore the long, cold spring followed by the recent heat wave may be responsible for
Batsford’s tree coming into flower.

An example of Emmenopterys henryi in flower at Cambridge Botanical Gardens - September 2012

As the excitement of the Emmenopterys henryi fades, Batsford will be gearing up towards
autumn once again. From early October to mid-November, it is a true fireworks display of
colour thanks to the collection of Japanese maples, Sorbus, Euonymus and cherries
dotted around the 56 acre Arboretum.

Forthcoming events at Batsford
1st – 30th September
Sculpture Exhibition
A section of the Arboretum will be transformed into an open-air gallery this September,
displaying an eclectic mix of metal, wood and bronze sculptures from local artists. For
more details, visit www.batsarb.co.uk.

4th & 26th September, 9th & 23rd October
Photography Classes
An informative theory class followed by a practical class in the Arboretum. Suitable
for any level with a bridge or DSLR camera. Learn about Exposure Photography on 4th
September, Composition Photography on 26th September, Macro Photography on 9th
October and Abstract Photography on 23 rd October. All bookings must be made in
advance, for more details and to book visit www.alanranger.com/batsford
24th October – 1st November
Autumn Photography Workshops
Join Alan Ranger, an internationally acclaimed and award winning professional
photographer, at Batsford Arboretum on a half or one day photography workshop. Suitable
for beginners and more advanced photographers. Half day workshops run from 8am–
11:30am or 12:30pm–4pm, full day workshops run from 8am–4pm. All bookings must be
made in advance, for more details and to book visit www.alanranger.com/batsford
28th October
Fungus Foray
Join the Cotswold Fungus Group for a walk through the Arboretum to discover the
wonderful world of fungi. Walks take place at 10.30am and 1.30pm, places are limited so
early booking is advisable. Visit www.batsarb.co.uk for more details or call 01386 701441
to book.

Batsford Arboretum, Batsford, Nr. Moreton-in-Marsh GL56 9AD
Tel: 01386 701441
www.batsarb.co.uk
(Our publication timetable may mean you have missed the best of Emmenopterys henryi,
but Batsford and the tree will be there next year. Add it to your diary for a reminder depending on the great British weather of course!)

We are open every day from 10amto 5 pm
- 55 acres of breathtaking trees and wild garden - Freshly-baked food in the Garden Terrace Café - Beautiful, quality plants, gifts & garden sundries - Expert gardening advice - Unique, shabby chic interior design ideas from the Applestore - Family fun in the Cotswold Falconry Centre -

TREE AND LEAF
If you have enjoyed any of the items submitted by our guest contributors
(basically anyone other than the Editor) why not submit something yourself? It
doesn't have to be a CTWG activity - it only needs to be tree-related and have
the potential for providing interest for others
Please submit any articles to Ann Jones, either electronically to twgcotswold@yahoo.co.uk
or by post addressed to 161 Alexander Drive, Cirencester, Gloucestershire, GL7 1UQ.
Visit The Cotswold Tree Warden Group Website
http://www.cotswoldtreewardengroup.org.uk/
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