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I DIG TREES 2018 
 

 
A successful I Dig Trees planting to develop a corner of Long Newnton 

 

We were pleased this autumn to hear once again from The Conservation Volunteers 
(TCV), who were co-ordinating another I Dig Trees programme in co-operation with 
generous sponsors OVO Energy.   
 
OVO Energy created I Dig Trees with TCV as a feature of its 100% renewable Greener 
Energy Plan, to deliver an additional benefit to the environment. All trees planted are 
native species and all will be planted in the UK, directly impacting our local communities. 
 
It is hoped that this season's programme will take the total of trees planted as a result of 
the scheme to approaching 3/4 million!  For those of you who haven't so far been involved 
with applying for an allocation, young trees/whips are available in batches of 50 with 
support canes and guards also on offer.  The tree batches come in four categories, 
covering parkland trees, large and small garden types, plus wildlife and shrub (including 
some hedgerow varieties). 
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Cotswold Tree Warden Group is invited to request a supply of packs and we contact all 
parishes within the Cotswold District area to invite applications.   
 
The trees are delivered to a central point and this year arrived with just enough time to get 
them out to applicants in time for National Tree Planting Week (24 November to 2 
December).  Thanks to our Chairman, Mike Hartnell, for receiving the delivery, splitting 
them up into their appropriate sets and moving them on promptly. 
 
Like a best school dinner, we even received contact from TCV to say that despite us taking 
our full quota, there was still a chance of "seconds". 
 
If you missed out this year, then - hoping that there will be a repeat programme in 2019 - 
do think ahead and be ready to apply next autumn to improve the treescape round your 
community. 
 
One of this year's participants was Long Newnton who were very appreciative of the 
chance to add young trees to their fields, grassy spaces and hedgerows.  
 
Another batch of trees is being looked after on behalf of Fairford Beavers. An admirable 
plan to get youngsters involved in tree planting and care, the Beavers will be taught a little 
about trees and then be helped with the planting.  This will take place after the winter when 
their evening sessions can be undertake in daylight! 
  
 

 
 

 

The Cotswold Tree Warden Group wishes to 
place on record its appreciation of all our 

supporters, whose donations make no small 
contribution towards our administration and 
continuing existence.  Thank you and Happy 

Christmas! 

 

 

 



ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AND TRAINING DAY 
 

 
Barrie Wellington - nurseryman extraordinaire (retired) 

 
This year we made a change to the format for our meeting which includes the AGM.  
Having had a number of evening events with the AGM being followed by a talk, we 
decided on a daytime schedule.  Thus, on Saturday 20th October, we gathered at 
Miserden Village Hall for a talk, a light buffet lunch, the AGM and a walk. 
 
Whilst out of the order of the day's activities, firstly we should report on the formal business 
of the day.  The principal item concerned the election of the committee and officers.  Whilst 
the membership of committee remains unchanged, we are pleased to be able to refresh 
our approach to running the Group by a couple of key changes in office holders.  Mike 
Hartnell and Christopher Coghlan continue as Chairman and Vice-Chairman respectively 
and Ann Jones continues as Co-ordinator/Secretary.  However Alan Jones has stepped 
down as Publicity Officer (taking on the role of Finance Officer in the absence of other 
volunteers).  This allows us to bring in Robert Neal to undertake an IT and Webmaster 
function.  Robert has considerable experience in these spheres and is working to improve 
both our website and our ability to take advantage of technology.  Our new look website 
should be available early in the New Year, but those of you currently accessing it should 
have a seamless transition. Robert is also intending to take on the production of Tree & 
Leaf.  We will not however forget those of you who are not online - and Tree & Leaf will 
continue to be available in paper form as well as electronically. 
   
The second main change is that Clive Hester becomes Research Officer.  Clive has much 
practical experience of tree management and a real thirst for knowledge.  Between them 
Clive and Robert can bring the Group fresh avenues to explore and hopefully Tree 
Wardens across the district will become aware of these and benefit from them. 
 
Enough of the business side.  Our day began, as so often with tea/coffee and biscuits 
before Mike's welcome led us into a presentation by Barrie Wellington.  Barrie, well-known 
to those of us with Royal Forestry Society connections, was until recently the friendly face 
of Elmcroft Nuseries at Newent.  He spent many years of long days and no little worry 
producing vast quantities of trees grown from seed, using mainly the plug system and 
subsequently sold on to individuals, tree management consultants, such as Mike Hartnell, 
and national bodies such as the Forestry Commission.  Despite his retirement he remains 



keenly involved with trees and so took little pursuading to come along and explain to us 
some of the details picked up through his career on growing trees from seed. 
 
You or I might venture to pick up a seed or two of a particular tree and fancy the idea of 
growing them on. (And  our chances of success might be limited if we are not aware which 
species require soaking, or heating, or freezing, or ... any of the many other quirks and 
foibles.) For Barrie however, he would be gathering acorns by the sackful, beech by the 
bucketload.  I almost said beech mast, but I gather that is what beech seeds are generally 
called when lying on the ground.  And whilst seed on the ground might seem easy to 
collect, Barrie wouldn't be impressed. Unless collected in a controlled manner on sheets 
the seed may be infected or if lying for some time, lose their viability.  

 
Anyway, in his nursery, Barrie's scale of growing can be judged from this photo of his 
young beech! 

 
A "forest's worth" of Beech trees in the making! 

 

Information from Barrie's presentation on growing trees from seed will shortly be available 
on the website, or by request. 

 



Despite having "retired" at the last conference, Jean Nunn was present to provide a 
delicious lunch, after which we needed our exercise. Having received permission from 
Nicholas Wills, who could not be present, Mike Hartnell led a walk into Misarden Park.  
Armed with a supply of handbooks we went out on an identification exercise  It seems 
inevitable that when a group takes a stroll in a wood or parkland, there will always be at 
least one tree which prompts discussion or query. But, I suppose that this is part of the 
attraction, there is always a talking point, something to enjoy, and the benefit of exercise. 
 
We concluded with tea and cake at the hall - a tradition almost. 

 
 

 
Part of the group walking Misarden Park considering tree identification 

 

 
 



MISTLETOE AND HOLLY 
 

MISTLETOE (Viscum album) 
Mistletoe traditions are amongst northern Europe's last surviving remnants of plant magic. 
Its unearthly vitality in leafless trees makes it easy for us to imagine how it became one of 
the most revered plants of early herbalists: in past centuries, it seemed to be the supreme 
example of spontaneous generation and continuing life. During the Middle Ages, it was 
credited with extraordinary curative and protective powers. The plant's heartland is the 
border country between England and Wales, its climatic needs being met most 
successfully in a wide circle of land around the Severn estuary. In the Herefordshire 
region, arcane Druidic and Celtic fertility rites involving Mistletoe persisted into the early 
20th century, by which time they had been sanitised to a Christmas kiss. Today, not even 
churches prohibit use of mistletoe in their Christmas decorations, but most of it is now 
imported from France. The home-grown trade is largely channelled through the market at 
Tenbury Wells in Worcestershire.  

                                                  
 

HOLLY (Ilex aquifolium) 
Today, holly seems an uncomplicated festive plant, compared to mistletoe and its cryptic 
links with pagan magic. Yet it, too, has a complex and paradoxical history. Whilst we 
cheerfully cut holly boughs for Christmas, there is still a widespread belief that cutting 
down whole holly trees will bring bad luck. On some farms, superstition still exists that a 
sprig of holly, hung high in a new building or one in which an animal has died will remove 
and keep away evil spirits. The same practice in France is aimed at removing ringworm. 
The practice of some mummers to use holly twigs as the horns of their hobby horses 
echoes the belief that holly has power over horses; this made it the favourite timber for 
whips and some 200,000 holly whips were made annually in the UK at the peak of the 
horse-drawn era. Despite holly being highly inflammable in leaf and as green timber, holly 
trees were once traditionally planted on either side of a building as lightning conductors.  
 
But holly's most persistent use is as a boundary tree. In the absence of firm physical or 
legal evidence, even Ordnance Survey map-makers regard mature hollies as the best 
pointers to the course of old boundaries, since hollies seem sometimes to have been left 
standing when hedges were grubbed out (the bad luck belief?). The enduring protection to 
one tree given by a Gloucester family was exceptional: selling off a part of their garden 
that held a male holly, this family inserted a restrictive covenant in the contract prohibiting 
its felling, so that the female holly in their own garden would continue to be pollinated and 
set berries.  
 
The modest local husbandry of holly branches for Christmas is becoming a thing of the 
past. In some areas holly is illegally poached on a large scale, with whole trees often being 
chain-sawed just for their berries. Nothwithstanding this, it is unquestionably spreading 
and in many woods it is now the commonest shrub in the understorey. Given its 
persistence and ability to form a closed canopy, it may become the dominant tree in a few 
decades, producing a new generation of pure holly-woods. 

 
(Article published by courtesy of Treelines, the magazine of Gloucester Tree Wardens) 



KING TUT NEVER SAW A CHRISTMAS TREE 
 

(Published by courtesy of 'Treelines', themagazine of Gloucester Tree Wardens) 
 

 
 

...but he would have understood the evergreen tradition, which can be traced back long 
before the first Christmas.  Egyptians were one of a long line of cultures which both 
treasured and worshipped evergreens.  When the winter solstice arrived, the ancient 
Egyptians brought green date palm leaves into their homes to symbolise life's triumphs 
over death.  The Romans held a feast called Saturnalia to celebrate the winter solstice.  
Saturnus was the god of agriculture and so, appropriately, Roman houses were decorated 
with evergrens for Saturnalia.  It was a time given over to wild revelry and exchange of 
gifts. 
 
Centuries ago in Great Britain, Druids - who were woodland priests - used evergreens 
during their mysterious winter solstice rituals, placing evergreen branches over doors to 
keep away evil spirits.  They also used holly and mistletoe as symbols of eternal life.  In 
the late Middle Ages, Germans and Scandinavians focussed on the year's shortest day by 
placing evergreen trees or branches inside their homes or just outside the door to express 
their hope in the forthcoming spring and symbolise the start of the return of their sun-god 
Baldur.  
 
Legend has it that Martin Luther began the tradition of decorating trees to celebrate 
Christmas. The tale goes that, one crisp Christmas Eve about the year 1500, he was 
walking through snow-covered woods and was struck by the beauty of a group of small 
evergreen trees with their branches, dusted with snow, shimmering in the moonlight. 
Arriving home, he set up a little fir tree indoors so he could share this story with his 
children, decorating it with candles, which he lit in honour of Christ's birth.  
 
From about 1700AD on, lights decorating a Christmas tree were accepted as part of the 
seasonal decorations in Germany, initially confined to the Rhine River district.  The 
tradition crossed the Atlantic with Hessian soldiers, sent in 1776 to fight rebellious 
colonists during the American War of Independence.  But its spread in American was slow. 
The Puritans even banned Christmas in New England!  Even as late as 1851, a minister in 
Cleveland, Ohio nearly lost his job because he allowed a tree in his church.  Schools in 
Boston stayed open on Christmas Day through to 1870 and sometimes expelled students 
who stayed home.  Queen Victoria's husband, Prince Albert is credited with making the 
tree decorating tradition widely popular in Great Britain.  
 
The U.S. Christmas tree market was born in 1851 when a farmer hauled 2 ox sleds of 
ever-greens into New York City and sold them all.  During the late 1920s Great 
Depression, nursery-men couldn't sell their evergreens for landscaping, so cut them for 
Christmas trees: cultivated trees were preferred because they tended to have a more 
symmetrical shape than wild ones.  Christians see this tree as a symbol of a living 
Christmas spirit, bringing with it the pleasant aroma of the forest.  Today, of course, many 
people have turned to artificial Christmas trees, a great variety of which are readily 
available and can be used year after year.  Many are very realistic indeed...except for the 
missing scent of the forest.  
 

 
 



COMMUNITY ORCHARD DAYS 2018 
 

 
 

Once again, the Gardners kindly opened up Barton House Orchard to the public on the 
weekend of 6th and 7th October 2018 with voluntary donations coming to our group.  The 
weather was mixed, with quite a lot of rain on the Saturday limiting attendance. Sunday 
was much improved and  a steady stream of both regulars and newcomers came through 
the gate to stock up. 
 
Tree wardens were present to welcome folk and guide them round the orchard handing 
out apple catchers.  Despite an increased stock of these, we still had occasional queues, 
waiting for those heading back to hand them in and go off with full bags.  Those full bags 
were possible because the orchard once again provided a substantial crop, with plenty left 
on the trees at the end of the weekend.   
 
It is gratifying that there is a growing number of people who comment on the acceptability 
of fruit that is not perfectly shaped or which has the odd blemish.  Many are also delighted 
to find varieties, some of them dating back a long while, which are other than the modern 
ones produced for mass stocking of supermarket shelves.  One of the real pleasures of 
"being on duty" at these events is to see the number of families that turn up.  Clearly a 
proportion of the children have never seen an orchard before and the chance to be 
encouraged to 'pick and try' as they walk round is welcomed. And the youngsters always 
want to have a go with the catchers, despite in many instances being much shorter than 
the tools. 

 



THE LATE JOE WATSON (SENIOR) 
 

Our Spring 2017 edition of Tree & Leaf included a tribute to Joseph Wormwell (Joe) 
Watson (1928-2017), the founder of Cotswold Estates and Gardens and a friend and 
supporter of Cotswold Tree Wardens.    
 
We felt it would be appropriate to mark our appreciation of Joe and after consulting with 
his family it was agreed that CTWG and the Gloucestershire Division of the Royal Forestry 
Society (of which he was a past chairman) would provide a bench and plaque in his 
honour.  A dedication service for the installation of the bench was held on 11th October 
2018 at St Mary Magdalene Church, Baunton - within sight of the family home - with 
family, CTWG and RFS members present. 
 

 
Ann Jones with Anna Ball (representing RFS) at the unveiling 

 

Joe's daughter and son-in-
law Jane and Richard 
Gunner kindly hosted the 
group for lunch afterwards 
at a convivial gathering of 
which Joe would surely 
have approved. 
 
We perhaps should point 
out that the thriving family 
business continues with Joe 
(junior) instrumental despite 
his recent illness.  We wish 
him well in his recovery. 

 



THE HORSE CHESTNUT 
 

We are unfortunately all to familiar with the sight of sick looking horse chestnut trees in our streets, 
gardens and parks*. Leaf blotch, leaf-miner and bleeding canker all combine to make this non-
native, but generally popular tree look "out-of-sorts".  But have you ever considered why it is called 
that? 
 
One thought is that on its branches, when a leaf falls, the stalk breaks from the twig leaving is a 
horseshoe shaped scar, compete with what could be taken for nail marks! 
 
A further link is that conkers used to be ground up and fed to horses as a remedy for breathing 
difficulties.  Indeed, there are a number of preparations for humans which include the seed 
processed in various ways, though with toxins present, it is unwise for the unskilled to use it. 

 
* OPAL (The Open Air Laboratories) have a useful website, which includes information on Horse 
Chestnut pests and diseases, at: 
 
https://www.opalexplorenature.org/horse-chestnut-pests-diseases#/0 

 

 
 

EVENTS - 2019 
 
Full details will be distributed via e-mails for those on our contact lists and also published on the 
website. 
 
We are currently putting together our prtogramme of events for 2019.  It was not possible to re-
schedule the autumn orchard day at Barton House, Cirencester, but we are looking at a similar 
event likely to take place in March. 
 
We wish to point out that we respect your privacy and the terms of the General Data Protection 
Regulations. Your details will only be used for purposes connected with Cotswold Tree Warden 
Group and wil not be sharedwith third parties. 
 
Anyone interested can opt to join our contact list - whether you were on before or not - by 
contacting us at twgcotswold@yahoo.co.uk.  All Tree Wardens especially are urged to enable us to 
keep in touch with you. However, you may at any time contact us to ask to be removed from our 
mailing list. 



NEWS FROM BATSFORD ARBORETUM 
 

Winter at Batsford Arboretum 
 
Winter is a spectacular time to visit the Arboretum; wrap up warm and meander along 
paths beside frozen streams and ponds and take in the views across the stunning 
Cotswold countryside. 
 
December is the time to look out for stem colours in the Arboretum. Excellent examples 
are the pure white stems of Betula utilis ‘Grayswood Ghost’. Many of the different varieties 
of Cornus, grown for their ornamental stem effect, come to light at this time of year as well. 
If we have a mild start to the winter, we may also see early flowering Daffodils (they’ve 
been known to flower in December in previous years)! Early spring sees the arrival of drifts 
of beautiful Snowdrops, Aconites, Crocuses, Hellebores and (weather permitting) early-
flowering Magnolia in March. 

 
Our Garden Centre is well stocked with a fantastic selection of Norway Spruce and Nordmann Fir 
(reduced needle drop) Christmas trees, plus holly, mistletoe and beautiful handmade wreaths. 
We’ve got some lovely Christmas decorations to choose from too and our gift and garden shops 
are stocked up with plenty of ideas for stocking fillers. 
 
We’re open every day except Christmas Day over the festive period and, as usual, we will be 
offering a free glass of mulled wine to Arboretum visitors on Boxing Day when we’re open 
between 10am and 3pm. 
 
We wish you all a very peaceful Christmas and a very Happy New Year. 

 
Batsford Arboretum & Garden Centre 
Batsford, Nr. Moreton-in-Marsh, 
Gloucestershire, GL56 9AD 
01386 701441 
www.batsarb.co.uk 

 

 
 

 

 
 

We are open every day from 10amto 5 pm 
 

- 55 acres of breathtaking trees and wild garden - 
- Freshly-baked food in the Garden Terrace Café - 

- Beautiful, quality plants, gifts & garden sundries - 
- Expert gardening advice - 

- Unique, shabby chic interior design ideas from the Applestore - 
- Family fun in the Cotswold Falconry Centre - 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 

TREE AND LEAF  
If you have enjoyed any of the items submitted by our guest contributors 
(basically anyone other than the Editor) why not submit something yourself?  It 
doesn't have to be a CTWG activity - it only needs to be tree-related and have 
the potential for providing interest for others 
 

Please submit any articles to Ann Jones, either electronically to twgcotswold@yahoo.co.uk 
or by post addressed to 161 Alexander Drive, Cirencester, Gloucestershire, GL7 1UQ.   
 

Visit The Cotswold Tree Warden Group Website 
http://www.cotswoldtreewardengroup.org.uk/ 

 
 

COTSWOLD TREE WARDEN GROUP - SUPPORTED BY: 
 

BATSFORD ARBORETUM AND 
 GARDEN CENTRE,  

 
CHARLTON ABBOTTS FORESTRY LTD, 

 
 COTSWOLD ESTATES AND GARDENS LTD, 

 
COTSWOLD TREE SURGEONS, 

 
 FARMINGTON TREES, 

  
MDH FORESTRY SERVICES LTD,  

 
TREE MAINTENANCE LTD. 
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