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MAY WALK AT SAPPERTON 2019 
 

 
Tufa deposit (across centre of photo) formed as a result of a spring above the River Frome 

 
Our May Walk this year was scheduled as the second of two, covering what might be 
termed the north and the south of the Cotswold area. The more northerly venture had to 
be postponed due to inclement weather and thus this became "The May Walk". 
 
When setting up events of this nature we usually depend hugely on both of two key 
elements. Firstly it is a landowner who is more than happy to have us visit their property.  
Secondly it is our guide for the event, often a professional in some tree-related area, who 
can judge the locality for providing suitable interest.  It is likely that there are not too many 
people around with more knowledge of this part of Gloucestershire than our guide for the 
evening, Keith Mills, Forester to the Bathurst Estate. 
 
Many more people will be familiar with the general layout of the village of Sapperton than 
are acquainted with the hinterland, where one sets off from tarmac to woodland path.  No 
doubt numerous people have wandered from the main street down to the church, but the 
real reward is to continue to the end of the road and drop down onto the footpath which 
heads down towards the River Frome. heads down the slope towards the River Frome                                                                                                         
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Tracking its course upstream (downstream it eventually joins the Severn by Framilode), 
one comes upon the ruins of the old mills of Dorval and Henwood.  A course or two of 
stone blocks here and there and the evidence of a larger structure where the mill race 
would have run could easily be missed. In themselves, they are unspectacular.  But when 
you stand in those spots and consider that people lived and worked in these places, it 
makes one stop and think. Unwelcoming of transport - even if you allow for much tree and 
plant growth since they were in their prime - it makes one appreciate what hardship people 
endured to go about their daily business. Dorval and Henwood were corn mills (but there 
was also a sawmill at Daneway).  In this instance, the supply of running water was the 
factor which determined where the mills would be built. In the 1700s the flow of water in 
the Frome wuld have been considerably greater than now. From the bringing to site of 
building materials to the daily 'grind' of operating them, all goods and people had to 
manouevre along the valley tracks. On a map the distance from Sapperton seems modest, 
but on the undulating wooded ground much more.  The mills declined and fell into disuse 
around the turn of the 20th century. In common with many other empty buildings much of 
the stone was no doubt robbed out and the woodland gradually took over the sites. 
 

 
Rermains at Dorval Mill - how different from how it must have been, say, 150 years ago. 

 
From a point near the remains of Henwood Mill we headed uphill.  Here the steeply sloping 
ground was a mass of small trees, undergrowth and running water.  A strange route it 
seemed, until one understood from Keith, that we were below the source of a spring  
seeping from the base of a vertical rock face and the origin of the tufa deposit.   
 
Tufa is essentially the product of water dissolving rocks rich in calcium carbonate.  As the 
water seeps out into the open, it interacts with the atmosphere, loses carbon dioxide and 
deposits calcium carbonate in the form of tufa.  In common with other sites with tufa 
deposits, there is a rich variety of plant life including various bryophytes (mosses and 
worts).  Keith has known this site in excess of thirty years and says the area of the tufa 
"table" has increased considerably in that time. 
 
A further climb took us up to a footpath on the ridge and an easier route back to 
Sapperton, where the Bell Inn provided a number of us with welcome refreshment. 
 



Not having recall of all that Keith told us, I am grateful for some of the above information to 
the following sources, which those of you seeking greater explanation may wish to follow 
up: 
 
The Mills of Sapperton by Stephen Mills - taken from the Gloucestershire Society for 
Industrial Archaeology Journal.  https://www.gsia.org.uk/reprints/2001/gi200112.pdf 
 
Survey, characterisation and condition assessment of Palustriella dominated springs 
'H7220 Petrifying springs with tufa formation (Cratoneurion)' in Gloucestershire, England 
by British Geological Survey. http://nora.nerc.ac.uk/id/eprint/518747/1/OR17020.pdf  This 
has a specific entry, with photos, of the Bathurst Estate site. 

 
 

 
 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS PLANNED SO FAR 
 

Saturday 5th October - AGM and Training Session 
This year our AGM will take place during a training session to be held at Daglingworth 
Village Hall 
 
Saturday/Sunday 12th/13th October - Community Orchard Days 
Once again Barton House Orchard is being opened to the public for collection of apples.  
The orchard, at Barton Lane Cirencester, GL7 2EE will be open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on 
both days.  Voluntary donations are invited to support this group's running 
 
November 2019 - A day of Autumn working at Barton House Orchard 
 
February 2020 - Hedgelaying and planting techniques at Hawton Wood 
 
March 2020 - Spring working at Barton House Orchard 
 
April 2020 - Joint meeting with the RFS - venue to be confirmed 
 
May 2020 - May evening walk at Broadmoor Farm, Little Wolford  
 

Further details will be available in due course 
 
 

https://www.gsia.org.uk/reprints/2001/gi200112.pdf
http://nora.nerc.ac.uk/id/eprint/518747/1/OR17020.pdf


VISIT TO HIGHGROVE 22ND JUNE 2019 
 

Once we entered and signed in we had a warm welcome to the Highgrove Gardens, 
before we moved on and found ourselves in a well-presented room for a personal 
recorded presentation by HRH The Prince of Wales. This presentation was only 7 min long 
yet we were presented with a wealth of information including facts such as Highgrove was 
purchased by the Prince in 1980. He decided right from the start to resurrect traditional 
methods of gardening, which are still in place today. Since opening the gardens to the 
public all profits from these visits go to the Prince's Trust, which was set up in 1974. Every 
element of the gardens is constantly incorporating sustainability and the aim is to continue 
this into the future.  
 
On entering the Gardens on a gorgeous summer's day we knew we were in for a treat. 
Carolyn Brothwood was our guide for the day, she was one of many volunteers that helped 
make the day into a well informed visit.  We moved on into the Orchard adjacent to the 
Orchard Room traditionally laid out and the architecture was by Charles Morris.  
 
We then moved on through the Indian Gates (18th C.) into the Cottage Garden with a 
centrepiece of a Quercus Ilex tree (Holm Oak) with planted Box shrub surrounding its 
base, purposely done as a focal point. Divided into old and new, the Cottage Garden is 
comprised of two distinctive planting styles. Inspired by the vibrant colours, the Old 
Cottage Garden is laid out in very formal and traditional manner. The whole area was 
covered in the Prince's favourite flower – Delphinium. His Highness became the patron of 
the Delphinium Society because of his passion for this very traditional flower. 
 
The sundial garden was originally designed as a rose garden by Lady Salisbury, who 
Prince Charles liaised with on his initial plans for the development.  It has now evolved as 
a showcase with a bold planting scheme that comes to life in the summer months with 
June and July flowering. 
 
As we moved into the thyme walk area we were welcomed by clipped golden yew lines 
and an impressive avenue planted with at least 20 different thyme. Our guide explained 
this was laid out to draw your eyes towards the house. 
 
 

The wild flower meadow is a four 
acre plot dotted with traditional native 
trees. The flower meadow is one of 
the Prince's big achievements, 
starting with a 32 species seed mix in 
1982. It has now become one of the 
best appreciated wild flower 
meadows in any garden. Everything 
from yellow rattle to numerous 
orchids, lent lily and narcissus. All 
contribute to this amazing visual 
meadow before it is cut for hay, then 
rejuvenated for the following year.  
A Fastigiate Hornbeam avenue leads 
to the working kitchen garden, where 
heritage varieties of fruit and 
vegetables are grown.  
 

 
Fastigiate Hornbeam 

 
One point that was made clear to us on the day is the fact that this is all achieved by dig 
and weed, especially as the garden went totally organic in 1986.  



For the lucky ones present on this glorious day it was hard to take all the information in 
and it will be remembered as one of the Tree Wardens highlights of the year.  
 
Mike Hartnell 
 
 
 

 
Green Planet Gardening 

 
Lee Sheppard of well established family 
run business Green Planet Gardening, 
based in Swindon,  offers an extensive 
range of landscaping and fencing 
services, with over 30 years 
experience.  
 
His work covers across Wiltshire and 
Gloucestershire and he has a wealth of 
experience in all aspects of landscaping 
and fencing working in various domestic 
and commercial working environments. 
Lee will be penning a Gardening Corner 
starting with our next issue.  
 
Green Planet Gardening is a fast 
growing company and Lee works to 
establish a good relationship with his 
customers and will cater to your specific 
needs to provide free no obligation 
quotes.  
 

 

 

 
 

 



JULY WALK 2019 
 

Cotswold Tree Wardens – Evening Walk – North Gloucestershire 
Soundborough Farm - Eland Farms Ltd 

 

Our first scheduled May Walk, postponed due to inclement weather was rescheduled for a 
fine July evening. 

 

This midweek meeting was one of the most enchanting evening walks that the Cotswold 
tree wardens had experienced.  The Hon Ian Wills, the owner, gave us the background to 
the estate whilst we enjoyed being surrounded in wild flowers.  
 
The Estate now covers around 850 acres of rolling countryside; the main house is very 
private and nestled down in a typical Cotswold valley which is principally Cotswold brash 
with just a few clay pockets along the valley floor. 
 
We moved on to walk alongside one of the traditional woodland blocks until we reached 
our first stop; Ian explained the importance of natural regeneration tree stock produced 
from many mature Beech, Ash and Sycamore. Once we moved through the wood we 
spent a brief moment just getting acquainted with the topography of the Estate. On this 
gorgeous clear evening we could see numerous well-known neighbouring estates 
including Stowell Park. 
 
At present the Estate has a wooded area of no more than 40 acres, mostly planted during 
the 1970s and 1980s typically positioned for the purpose of landscaping and game 
shooting. Fortunately Ian’s father, The late Lord Dulverton, had a lot of influence in the 
landscaping and structure of the Estate. With continuous hands-on management, Ian has 
added numerous habitat corridors by establishing traditional hedges with the help of the 
HLS (Higher Level Stewardship Scheme). The HLS has given the Estate the opportunity to 
diversify in establishing areas in rich habitats of vast meadows of wild flower mix. Also as 
we moved on to one of the high points of the estate Ian showed us the new woodland that 
had recently been planted, Ian explained that this new addition will increase the size of the 
existing plantations by a further 50%.  
 

 
Soundborough - one of the wild flower meadows 



Mike Hartnell had been asked by Ian to discuss the history and future prospects for the 
Estate woodlands. One of the main topics raised at this stop was the typical planting 
regime of the 1970s, which consisted of broadleaf with conifer (Larch nurse crop). The lack 
of management has resulted in natural eradication of the slowest growing species; 
therefore it was suggested a proactive approach would be to thin to best stem and retain 
those species that would have a chance to become the final crop. This method would 
guide the Estate away from monoculture and help to keep its options open in case of 
future pests and diseases. Even though Ash dieback was present, Ian made the point that 
his pro-active approach in recent years should see a transition of newly planted 
replacements, therefore reducing the impact of Ash eradication. We continued back 
towards the cars and through a typical wheat crop before the final stretch back through the 
wild flower meadow that first greeted us for this pleasant evening meeting. Ian insisted on 
a group photograph that could be used to celebrate a beautiful summers evening walk 
which was enjoyed by more than 30 guests.  
 

 

 
Mike Hartnell and Ann Jones thanked our host for such a fabulous visit, and Mike 
presented our host with the usual certificate and a specially selected tree book.       MH 

 



LOCAL GARDEN VISIT 
 

Many of you may know of the background to the gardens at Barnsley House, near 
Cirencester, formerly the home of the celebrated Rosemary Verey.  The striking house  is 
set just back from the road as you pass through the village, with the notice prominent at 
the gate indicating its status now as a hotel, nearly twenty years having passed since the 
death of the well-known plantswoman..   
 
The gardens, originally created by Rosemary Verey, are a source of pride for the owners 
and can be visited by hotel residents and diners, and also by others for a fee. 
 

 
 

For more information on visiting the gardens go to: https://www.barnsleyhouse.com/gardens/ 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 

NEWS FROM BATSFORD ARBORETUM 
 

Summer into autumn at Batsford Arboretum 
 

Batsford is a wonderful place to soak up the last days of summer with a stroll in the arboretum 
or over lunch, coffee or afternoon tea on the deck of the Garden Terrace Café. If you’re 
planning your garden for next spring, now is the time to visit our Garden Centre for spring-
flowering bulbs too - including daffodils, tulips, crocus, hyacinths, and many more. 
 
Batsford will soon be gearing up towards autumn once again. From early October to mid-
November, it’s a true fireworks display of colour thanks to the collection of Japanese maples, 
Sorbus, Euonymus and cherries dotted around the 56 acre Arboretum. 
 
 
Forthcoming events at Batsford:  
Ecoprinting Exhibition, 4th-6th October  

Using foraged  leaves  and  dye  plants  grown in her own garden, local textile artist Caroline 
Nixon creates  beautiful botanically printed cloth and paper, which  is  made  into clothes, 
scarves, cushions and  wall art. Come and see an exhibition of Caroline’s work, 
and demonstrations of her techniques, in the Education Centre at Batsford. 
 
 
Crystal Meditation for Beginners, 11th October, 11am - 1pm 

A 2-hour workshop aimed at those who want to learn how to use crystals to enhance and 
deepen their meditation practice. The workshop is also for those who are interested in crystals 
and would like to experience meditation for the first time and feel its benefits, amplified by 
crystal energy.  
The workshop costs £30, which includes admission to the Arboretum. To book, call Batsford on 
01386 701441.  
 



'Impressions of Batsford' Photography Workshops 

A fun and challenging one-day workshop designed to help you build upon your existing 
photographic skills by developing your creative eye, and helping you to look beyond the 
obvious. Suitable for an intermediate + ability level. Workshops will run on 12th September, 
7th October and 4th November from 9am-5pm (Saturday/Sunday 10am-5pm) and cost 
£125. For more details and to book, visit www.imageseen.co.uk/impressions-of-batsford-
arboretum 
 

Introduction to Photography with Alastair Currill  

Alastair Currill’s Cotswold Photography Training offers group and one to one tuition in a variety 
of locations across the Cotswolds, including Batsford! During these courses, Alastair will go 
through everything step-by-step in easy to understand demonstrations, leaving no stone 
unturned when it comes to sharing his knowledge and experience! Join Alastair for his 
‘Introduction to Photography’ workshop at Batsford on 22nd September or 26th October 
(autumn colours) from 10am-5pm. £95 per person, for more details or to book, 
visit www.alastaircurrill.com 
 
Autumn Photography Workshops, daily from 22nd October to 31st October 

Join Alan Ranger, an internationally acclaimed and award winning professional photographer, 
at Batsford Arboretum during the spectacular autumn season on a half or one day photography 
workshop. Suitable for beginners and more advanced photographers. Half day workshops are 
£99 and run from 8am–11:30am or 12:30pm–4pm, full day workshops cost £150 and run from 
8am–4pm. Visit www.alanranger.com/batsford for more details and to book. 
 
Drawing and painting for pleasure: Outdoor watercolour workshops 

Have fun and learn a new skill with the help of local artist Carl March in the beautiful 
surroundings of Batsford Arboretum. Complete beginners and experienced painters are all 
welcome. Weather permitting, sessions will take place every Wednesday until 30th October. 
Morning and afternoon sessions available, from 10.00am-1.00pm & 2.00pm-5.00pm. 
Workshops cost £31.00 per person which includes 3 hours of tuition, all art materials 
necessary for the day and entrance fee to the Arboretum. Places are limited so booking is 
essential – please call Carl on 07816 437283 or email carl.march@live.com to book. For more 
information about Carl, please visit www.carlmarch.co.uk  
 

 
Batsford Arboretum, Batsford, Nr. Moreton-in-Marsh GL56 9AD 

Tel: 01386 701441 
www.batsarb.co.uk 

 

 

 
 

We are open every day from 10am to 5 pm 
- 55 acres of breathtaking trees and wild garden - 
- Freshly-baked food in the Garden Terrace Café - 

- Beautiful, quality plants, gifts & garden sundries - 
- Expert gardening advice - 

- Unique, shabby chic interior design ideas from the Applestore - 
- Family fun in the Cotswold Falconry Centre - 

 
 



MORE THAN VETERAN TREES 
 

It is hardly surprising that many country estates are home to rather old trees.  Many of 
those with sufficient wealth to obtain land and build fine houses also had the desire to 
create stunning parkland and gardens and fill them with fine specimen trees.  The reasons 
for these to be removed, other than death or damage, have been far fewer than would be 
the case for instance in towns and developing areas. 
 
The Editor took these photos of an impressive Sweet chestnut (Castanea sativa) on a 
recent visit to Stourhead, Wiltshire.  It is one of a row, some with more loss of limbs than 
others, but still striking as a group. 

 

 
 

It was only later that a casual enquiry on the 
internet resulted in the find of information on 
this fine old individual.  It was measured in 
2011 as having a girth of about 6 metres 
(measured at 1.5 metres high). 
 
More than a veteran, it is ancient.  As 
recorded on the Monumental Trees website, 
it is stated as having been 
germinated/planted in the year 1500!   We 
haven't verified how this precise date was 
discovered. 
 
Nevertheless, it is just one of a number of 
ancient and champion trees at that 
enjoyable venue and well worth a visit. (The 
sweet chestnuts are on the approach road 
to the house, not far beyond the castellated 
entrance arch.)    
 
Alan Jones 

 



 
 

TREE AND LEAF  
If you have enjoyed any of the items submitted by our guest contributors 
(basically anyone other than the Editor) why not submit something yourself?  It 
doesn't have to be a CTWG activity - it only needs to be tree-related and have 
the potential for providing interest for others 
 

Please submit any articles to Ann Jones, either electronically to twgcotswold@yahoo.co.uk 
or by post addressed to 161 Alexander Drive, Cirencester, Gloucestershire, GL7 1UQ.   
 

Visit The Cotswold Tree Warden Group Website 
http://www.cotswoldtreewardengroup.org.uk/ 
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