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AGM & VETERAN TREE TRAINING 5TH OCTOBER 2019 

 

 
Height isn't always an indicator of age, but in this instance we had to crane our necks to discuss 

the distinctly veteran trees in Overley Wood, near Daglingworth 

The format decided on for our Annual General Meeting this year was to hold it in 
conjunction with a training session on veteran trees and this took place on 5th October at 
Daglingworth, with our indoor session at the village hall. 

Coffee and biscuits welcomed delegates, prior to dispensing with the necessary business 
of the day, our AGM. Chairman Mike Hartnell gave a report on activities undertaken in the 
preceding twelve months and Finance Officer Alan Jones presented the accounts for the 
year ended 31st March 2019.  Unfortunately, there were no offers from Tree Wardens to 
stand for election to the Committee, and the existing members were re-elected en bloc.  
Mike Hartnell and Christopher Coghlan were re-elected as Chairman and Vice-Chairman 
respectively.  Whilst it is appreciated that many of our number already commit to working 
with other community groups, CTWG and the Committee would all benefit from a fresh 
injection of ideas, if anyone feels able to offer themselves for a modest time investment.  
On a positive note however, we have recruited new tree wardens this autumn. 
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That business concluded, the training session started, and we were pleased to be joined 
by a recently appointed Wiltshire Tree Warden as well as friends from outside the 
Cotswold District Council area on which this Group was originally based. Mike Hartnell 
presented the topic of Veteran Trees.  We have been fortunate to have access to a 
Training Programme created by Ian McDermott, a retired Tree Officer from the Midlands.  
The content is used regularly by the very active Tree Warden Networks across the West 
Midlands. An element within this is a section on veteran trees, with documents and 
videos.  Mike used some of this material along with information from his own professional 
knowledge. The training videos were a useful source of advice, information and warnings, 
reinforcing Mike’s messages. Afterwards delegates all seemed to have learned something 
new - yes, concerning veteran trees, but in many instances also relevant to younger ones,      
hopefully destined eventually to become veteran and later, ancient trees. 

We appreciate that everyone needs a break in these sessions, not least for lunch.  
However we are also aware that these interludes provide valuable opportunities for 
networking.  Whether this involves catching up with people we haven't seen for a while or 
discussing common issues with people from other parishes, this was no exception.  The 
message is, when planning these days, don't limit lunch breaks to ten minutes to grab a 
sandwich. Allow time to digest information as well as food! 

 After a buffet lunch we headed a short distance towards Sapperton to Overley Woods.  
Bathurst Estate Forestry Manager/committee member, Keith Mills was unable to be 
present, but had arranged permission for our visit and briefed Alan Jones on where to find 
some interesting specimens. Veteran trees are important not only because there are 
limited numbers of them and they take generations to reach that status, but they are vital 
in helping maintain a healthy environment and promote biodiversity. This message 
appears to in the forefront of the thoughts of many concerned parties, but still bears 
emphasising. The trees we visited included Scots pine in the Botany Bay Plantation, a 
reference to the original planting around the time of James Cook’s trip to that coastal area 
of Australia. Ten points, University Challenge style, if you got within ten years either way of 
1770.  Safe to say, those trees surviving are at least veterans, probably ancient. 

We also looked at sizeable Beech, Oak and others, considering the habitat and other 
aspects of the cracks, fissures and holes which arise as these older specimens pass 
through maturity. A bolder member of the group also investigated the result of a firm pat on 
a large ants' nest, which may have just be taken for a pile of wood chippings! 

 



Our walk had given us space for tea and cake back at the hall.  Alan Jones introduced a 
discussion on the Ancient Tree Inventory* set up by the Woodland Trust, with examples 
from local parishes.  Hopefully delegates headed home with a little more knowledge and 
appetites whetted to promote even more tree welfare, veteran or otherwise, in their 
communities. 

(* For anyone interested, see:https://ati.woodlandtrust.org.uk/ ) 

 
 
 

NEW ENGLAND IN THE FALL 
by Christopher Bailey 

 
To celebrate my retirement at the end of October 2019 we decided to go to the East coast 
of the USA to view the Autumn (Fall) colours.  The route we would take started in Boston, 
Massachusetts which was a very pleasant city to explore for a day or two with its settler 
history and amazing early 1900’s examples of skyscrapers.  
 
Our route would take us north into New Hampshire where many of the little towns in this 
area are named after the UK with Gloucester, Worcester, Leominster and Ludlow being 
just a few. After stopping overnight in Portsmouth we continued to Conway and then Twin 
Mountain where a drive up the 8 mile Mt Washington auto road is well worth the effort if 
you are not put off by the precipitous drops off the side of the road.  In this area we also 
came across the Mount Washington hotel – an enormous sprawling wooden hotel at 
Bretton Woods that some of you may recall as the place for the Bretton Woods 
international monetary conference of 1944 that established the World Bank. There is a free 
guided tour here and well worth a look in the hotel.   
 
Then onto Littleton with the world’s longest candy counter. After that we left New 
Hampshire to enter Vermont stopping overnight at Ludlow and Bennington (with an 
amazing free car museum part of the Hemmings motor news publications and the 
Bennington battle monument).  The journey finished in Boston after a few days in 
Plymouth.  All along this route we were amazed by the wild scenery and the colour of the 
trees. 
 

https://ati.woodlandtrust.org.uk/


 

 
 
In planning this route we took into account how the autumn colours develop where they 
first appear in the colder north and work their way south. The colour window is roughly the 
first few weeks of October and as I could not leave until 5th, that dictated the route 
described above and finishing on 18th October. As it turned out we had picked the ideal 
weeks and route as the colours were at the their best, especially around northern New 
Hampshire.  
 
Particular highpoints were the highways of 112 (The Kancamagus highway), 302, 2, 16 
and the gentle rolling hills north of these around Burke Hollow on un-tarmac gravel roads.  
Locals said last year was not particularly good for Autumn colours nor were the previous 
few years so we were very lucky.  Storms south of Boston led to a few organised trips out 
of New York having to be cancelled we were told due to the poor weather, so our own self-
drive tour proved a safer bet than an organised tour.   
 
As an aside we took a hire car from Boston and prebooked all our motels/hotels. We 
avoided B&B’s as these are not quite like UK B&Bs as they are a little more exclusive and 
upmarket and can be very expensive. 
 
What trees are prominent in this area? – well quite a wide range with many types of maple, 
plus oak, birch, cherry, sumac, beech, aspen, alder, ash and some others I’ve not seen 
before such as tupelo and basswood etc. See the following chart reproduced courtesy of 
VisitwhiteMountains: 
 
(For the detail this can be downloaded from:   
https://www.visitwhitemountains.com/UploadedFiles/Files/WMNH17_LeafPeepers.pdf) 

https://www.visitwhitemountains.com/UploadedFiles/Files/WMNH17_LeafPeepers.pdf


 
 
Some of the maples we collected on our travels with enormous variation in colour and 
size: 

 



 
The trees were certainly better to my mind in New Hampshire than Vermont. It is worth 
following the fall web sites to see the state of the tree colour development – sites such as: 
 
https://www.visitnh.gov/foliage-tracker 
 
During autumn https://www.visitwhitemountains.com/foliage-tracker which is part of The 
White Mountains site https://www.visitwhitemountains.com/ 
 
and the US National park centres are very helpful on advice and are dotted about the US: 
 
https://www.nps.gov/index.htm 
 
Along the way we also tasted various maple syrups and were surprised at how they varied 
in flavour and colour. 
 

 
 

Also in New Hampshire there are many wooden covered bridges, they were covered to 
provide a longer life to the wooden decking: 

https://www.visitnh.gov/foliage-tracker
https://www.visitwhitemountains.com/foliage-tracker
https://www.visitwhitemountains.com/
https://www.nps.gov/index.htm


 

 
One place we drove by and doubled back to was President Calvin Coolidge old home 
which is now a preserved village at Plymouth Notch, Vermont. This had some fantastic 
seating in the visitor centre made from old maple syrup trees and there were a number of 
furniture makers in that area using maple wood. And finally in an old house in Plymouth we 
saw a display of old carpenters tools: 

 
I can thoroughly recommend this tour for the wild scenery, tree colours, old museums, 
small towns of clapper board houses and the very friendly people. 
 
Christopher Bailey, FRSB 



 

 
 
 

COMMUNITY ORCHARD WEEKEND 12/13 OCTOBER 
 

 
 

Some say that repetition is boring.  But that clearly doesn't apply to apple pickers who 
turned up in substantial numbers over the weekend of 12/13 October 2019. Now almost an 
annual institution, this has become an eagerly anticipated event by many locals as well as 
attracting passers-by, holidaymakers and people recently moved to the area. 



 
A somewhat mixed weather forecast perhaps did not auger well, but other than an early 
shower, Saturday was generally fine though overcast. It made for a steady start to the 
weekend and there were still keen pickers on site until after the scheduled 4 p.m. gate 
closure.  With the grass well cropped it was easier to move around the orchard and find 
the available fruit.  
 
Not surprisingly, after two years of really heavy cropping, most of the trees were less laden 
this time round.  However it was only later on Sunday that it became less easy to harvest 
really accessible apples, after a day which was always active and occasionally very busy 
indeed.  We did run out of apple catchers for a while now and then, with many family 
groups once again attending. 
 
Special thanks go to Tim, Kate and Steve who helped run the sessions and to Frank and 
Marilyn Gardner for not only opening up the orchard, but providing the welcome shelter of 
the gazebo.  Also of course for allowing CTWG to take voluntary donations from the public 
once again. These are a huge plus in helping to keep the group healthily afloat.  Our 
thanks go to all who contributed. 
 

 

 
 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS PLANNED SO FAR 
 

Full details will be distributed via e-mails for those on our contact lists and also published on the 
website. 
 
Saturday 29th February 2020 - Hedgelaying and planting techniques at Hawton Wood 
 
Tuesday 17th March 2020 - Spring working at Barton House Orchard 
 
Thursday 30th April 2020 - Joint meeting with the RFS - based at Daglingworth Village Hall 
 
May 2020 - May evening walk at Broadmoor Farm, Little Wolford  

 



I DIG TREES 2019 
 

We are grateful to the Trust for Conservation Volunteers (TCV) and OVO Energy for 
continuing this year with their admirable campaign to green up our country by providing 
even more free trees to community groups such as ours. 
 
The demand from Cotswold parishes was very high this year and our potential allocation 
was soon claimed. One or two parishes decided to submit their own request. Delivery was 
made in time for distribution to parishes in early December. Fortunately for the remaining 
hopefuls, our Chairman, Mike Hartnell was also able to apply for a batch and, as we go to 
press, these are about to be made available to the remainder who applied. 
 
For those of you who haven't got involved 
so far, the whips (young trees) are 
supplied in batches of 50 in species 
categorised as Small Garden, Large 
Garden, Parkland and Hedgerow.  The 
organisers hope that the trees so far 
distributed since the scheme's inception 
will reach one million this winter. 
 
They fully hope to continue the 
programme next year and to aid this, all 
parishes taking advantage of it are urged 
to submit photos of their planting 
sessions. Any sent in to us, will be 
deemed to include permission to publish 
them both in this publication and on our 
website.  More importantly, they will be 
forwarded to TCV /OVO as evidence of 
the success of the scheme and to 
promote its continuation. 
 
Parishes taking part this time are: 
Bagendon, Bibury, Bisley, Compton 
Abdale, Down Ampney, Hampnett, Long 
Newnton, Maugersbury, Newent, North 
Cerney, South Cerney, Sevenhampton, 
Swell & Temple Guiting. 

 
Lynn Jackson, Chair of Sevenhampton Parish 

Council planting whips supplied through the I Dig 
Trees scheme. 

 

 



BARTON  ORCHARD AUTUMN MAINTENANCE 
 

A small, but keen group gathered at Barton Orchard on Wednesday 13th November to 
pick up tips and experience in orchard maintenance and pruning under the guidance of 
Clive Hester.  
 
When first approached to share his knowledge, Clive was self-declared as someone not 
comfortable with the role of presenter. However his enthusiasm combined with an 
unquenchable thirst for research, has after a very few sessions seen him grow into the 
role. 

 
After tea/coffee and 
biscuits in our hosts' 
dining room, a relaxed 
atmosphere developed as 
the group settled into a 
mixture of presentation 
and discussion. We also 
viewed a training video on 
orchard work, with many 
of the topics very relevant 
to the old trees in the 
orchard with their 
awkward shapes and 
injuries. 
 
Before lunch we took a 
stroll through through the 
orchard to look at some of 
the different issues the 
trees have. Then after 
very amicable chats over 
our packed lunches we 
headed out with assorted 
pruning saws and loppers 
to put theory into practice. 
 
With the northerly end of 
the orchard having had 
quite a lot of attention in 
past sessions, we 
concentrated on a few 
trees which had had less 
pruning. 

 
Clive Hester guiding us on pruning cuts 

 
With, by now, limited leaf cover it was easy to see how much the trees were suffering from 
a plethora of crossing, often thin, branches and where these were in fact dead. In 
particular, we gave attention to one substantial tree which had been uprooted by wind 
earlier in the year.  Though on its side with much of its root system exposed, it still had 
produced full leaf and a crop this year. Many of the apples would not have been easily 
reached had it remained in place. Part of the group set about giving it a significant pruning, 
taking away a couple of large broken branches as well as lots of smaller ones.  In its 
trimmed state, not only does it have a chance of producing a crop in future, but it is also 
retained as a useful home for all sorts of life forms.  And that wouldn't be the case if it had 
been cut up and taken away.  Well done to the team. 



 
GREG PHILLIPS 

 

We are sorry to have to report the recent death of Greg Phillips. 
 
Greg was Tree Warden for Fairford until ill health forced his recent retirement from the 
post. More importantly, he was active at the time that Cotswold District Council decided 
that they could no longer support the Tree Warden movement by supplying the time of tree 
officers and by funding its functioning. 
 
So, in 2008, with a small amount of financial support to get it off the ground, a new life was 
breathed into Cotswold Tree Warden Group, still under the umbrella of the Tree Council, 
but with a committee of volunteers to run it.  Greg Phillips eventually became Chairman of 
this fledgling body.  He gave his time and enthusiasm to help enable this group to keep 
supporting the important role that trees play in nature and in our environment.  All other 
Gloucestershire networks have fallen by the wayside. 
 
We remember him fondly and with respect for what he did both for the group and in his 
other important contributions to the community in and around Fairford. 
 

 
 

 

Greg Phillips, left, at a tree planting at Cirencester Picnic Area, during his Chairmanship 

 
 
 
 
 
 



GARDENING TIPS FOR AUTUMN/WINTER 
(Editor's apology that this issue is later than intended) 

 

Plant bare-root hedging, roses, trees 
and shrubs, before the weather turns 
really cold. 
Autumn is the natural planting season 
for plants that are moved with bare 
roots. Once the leaves have fallen, and 
plants are preparing for winter 
dormancy, any deciduous woody plant 
that is dug up out of the ground with 
bare roots will move happily, so if 
there’s anything in your garden that you 
want to dig up and move, now’s the 
time to do it. If you want to plant an 
economical new hedge using bare-roots 
plants, or you’ve ordered bare-root 
roses by post from a specialist nursery, 
this is the only time available.  
 

Correctly speaking, you can actually 
plant bare-root plants any time between 
leaf fall (when deciduous plants shed 
their leaves) and bud burst (when they 
start to grown back again in spring), but 
autumn is best because soil conditions 
encourage new rooting, while in winter 
the ground is often too boggy or else 
frozen solid so they can often just rot. 
But if conditions are good you can keep 
going right through the winter, and as 
late as mid-March.  

 

 

Don’t forget to also  
- Clear up fallen leaves – especially from lawns, ponds and beds 

- Raise containers onto pot feet to prevent waterlogging 

- Plant tulip bulbs for a spring display next year  
     -     Put out bird food to encourage winter birds into the garden 

 



 
 

NOTE FROM THE CO-ORDINATOR 
 

A number of you may be aware that Alan and I were due to move to Gloucester recently. 
Although we were well into our packing, a problem arose which meant that we could not 
make our intended removal date. As a result, we decided not to go ahead and have put 
the idea of a move on hold for the time being.  The Cotswold Tree Warden Group will 
continue to be administered from Cirencester. 
 
 

NEWS FROM BATSFORD ARBORETUM 
 

Winter at Batsford Arboretum 

 
December is the time to look out for stem colours and effects in the arboretum! Excellent 
examples are the pure white stems of Betula utilis ‘Grayswood Ghost’. Many of the 
different varieties of Cornus - grown for their ornamental stem effect - come to light at this 
time of year as well; in particular Cornus sanguinea ‘Midwinter Fire’, with its bright orange 
stems, and the beautiful blue stems of Borinda KR7613 (papyrifera). 
  
Spring seems a long way off, but you may soon catch Daphne bholua 'Jacqueline Postill' 
in flower as buds are already starting to develop! If we have a mild start to the winter, look 
out for early flowering Daffodils dotted around the arboretum too – they’ve been known to 
flower in December in previous years! 
 
Our Garden Centre is well stocked with a fantastic selection of Norway Spruce and 
Nordmann Fir (reduced needle drop) Christmas trees, plus holly, mistletoe and beautiful 
handmade wreaths. We’ve got some lovely Christmas decorations to choose from too and 
our gift and garden shops are stocked up with plenty of ideas for stocking fillers. (A further 
apology from the Editor for a late production of Tree & Leaf) 

 



 
 

 
We’re open every day except Christmas Day over the festive period and, as usual, we will 
be offering a free glass of mulled wine to Arboretum visitors on Boxing Day when we’re 
open between 10am and 3pm. 
 
We wish you all a very peaceful Christmas and a very Happy New Year. 

 
Batsford Arboretum & Garden Centre, Batsford, Nr. Moreton-in-Marsh GL56 9AD 

Tel: 01386 701441 
www.batsarb.co.uk 

 

 

 
 

We are open every day from 10am to 5 pm 
- 55 acres of breathtaking trees and wild garden - 
- Freshly-baked food in the Garden Terrace Café - 

- Beautiful, quality plants, gifts & garden sundries - 
- Expert gardening advice - 

- Unique, shabby chic interior design ideas from the Applestore - 
- Family fun in the Cotswold Falconry Centre - 

 
 



 
 

TREE AND LEAF  
If you have enjoyed any of the items submitted by our guest contributors 
(basically anyone other than the Editor) why not submit something yourself?  It 
doesn't have to be a CTWG activity - it only needs to be tree-related and have 
the potential for providing interest for others 
 

Please submit any articles to Ann Jones, either electronically to twgcotswold@yahoo.co.uk 
or by post addressed to 161 Alexander Drive, Cirencester, Gloucestershire, GL7 1UQ.   
 

Visit The Cotswold Tree Warden Group Website 
http://www.cotswoldtreewardengroup.org.uk/ 

 
 

COTSWOLD TREE WARDEN GROUP - SUPPORTED BY: 
 

BATSFORD ARBORETUM AND 
 GARDEN CENTRE,  

 
CHARLTON ABBOTTS FORESTRY LTD, 

 
 COTSWOLD ESTATES AND GARDENS LTD, 

 
COTSWOLD TREE SURGEONS, 

 
 FARMINGTON TREES, 

 
GREEN PLANET GARDENING, 

  
MDH FORESTRY SERVICES LTD,  

 
TREE MAINTENANCE LTD. 
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