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STILL DIFFICULT TIMES 
 

 
Trees at Ebley, near Stroud. See the last issue. Unfortunately we had to cut some down to meet 

the "Rule of 6"! 

Just when you thought it might be safe to go out.... 

We perhaps were becoming, dare I say it, vaguely used to the changed set of 
circumstances of being COVID 19 aware and we felt it might be possible to reintroduce 
ourselves to some sort of routine in various walks of life. Now we can see "the warning 
signs flashing overhead in the slow lane as we prepare to pull out into traffic". 

As a voluntary body and with the health and wellbeing of everyone in mind, your 
Committee has concluded that the restrictions, requirements and ever changing situations 
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that must be taken into account in organising activities are currently too great to put a 
programme back into action.  The safety of us all is paramount. 

Unfortunately, one of the events which has had to be shelved is the annual Community 
Orchard Weekend of apple picking at Barton House Orchard, Cirencester. A great shame 
as there is apparently a bumper crop. Apologies to those of you looking out for the date, 
but it would have been too difficult trying to co-ordinate it, have a one-way system, take 
contact details and clean the equipment between uses. 

We know that you will still care for trees and the broader landscape and do what you can  
to promote and enjoy them.  Please stay safe and well. 

The continuing period of group inactivity leaves us with limited scope for content in this 
Tree and Leaf.  Hopefully you will excuse the inclusion of some items from the past and 
still find something to provoke thought and interest. 

And please be assured that no trees were cut down to produce a photo for this magazine! 

 

 
 

OURBORETUM 
 

A mention here for BBC Radio Gloucestershire's current foray into the world of trees - 
Ourboretum.  They have taken the initiative to promote a scheme to plant 2020 trees in 
this year of 2020, as a contribution towards replacing the many Ash which we are in the 
process of losing. Working in liaision with, amongst others, The Tree Council and The 
Cotswold Conservation Board, they are encouraging the public to collect seed and plant 
trees for the future from the species of beech, oak and hazel. Anyone interested in taking 
part can find out more at: 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/3gSC23y0kmPRhzSVCH3ShH6/ourboretum 



ATTRACTING BIRDS INTO YOUR GARDEN 
 

By Geoff Carr - originally published in 2009 
 
One can get a huge amount of pleasure from watching and trying to identify all the birds 
attracted to the feeders . It is relatively easy to get birds into the garden if you follow the 
suggestions that are outlined below. 
 
Food 
 

 Start to feed regularly and don’t stop. Birds come to rely on you and your feeders as a 
regular source of food – make sure the feeders are not empty when the birds really 
need them. 

 Do remember to put out the right type of food for the sort of birds you wish to attract – 
and don’t forget to put out clean, fresh water. 

 Don’t put out more than the birds can eat in a day. Do clear away any residue – 
mouldy food can encourage the wrong type of visitor. 

 Do clean the feeding stations with a little weak disinfectant from time to time. 

 Do think of all the predators that birds have to avoid – it makes them very wary, so 
don’t be surprised if they take time to adjust to your new feeder or bird table. 

 
 
Home 
 

 Nest boxes, like feeding, are of mutual 
benefit to birds and people. They bring 
nature into the garden, and a good 
quality, well-positioned box can help 
generations of birds survive the first few 
weeks of life. 

 No nest should be lower than 2 metres 
up a tree or wall. 

 Put it up as soon as possible – the 
sooner the birds get used to it, the 
sooner they’ll use it. This may not 
happen during its first season.  

 Leave it alone. The parents are very 
twitchy about predators. While you know 
you mean no harm when you inspect an 
occupied box, the parent birds don’t and 
may desert their young. 

 Remove old nests in October or 
November and kill off any parasites with 
boiling water. Replace the old nest with a 
handful of wood shavings or hay to 
create a winter roosting sanctuary. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 

The Guests 
 

 The energy requirements of birds 
depend on several things, including 
their size, the time of year, the 
weather, even the time of day. Bigger 
birds expend more energy overall and 
consequently need to eat more than 
smaller birds, such as blue tits and 
wrens, but these tiny birds need to eat 
more frequently as they expend their 
energy faster. During the summer 
months, birds require high-protein 
foods, especially while they are 
moulting. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

* I DIG TREES UPDATE * 
 

Something unusual here - Good News!  
 
We have had recent confirmation from The Conservation Volunteers that the "I Dig Trees" 
programme for distributing free whips is being set up for a further season. Watch your 
email Inbox for further information if there is interest from you/your parish. 
 



 
 

GARDENING JOBS FOR SUMMER/AUTUMN 
from Green Planet Gardening 

 

 
 

 
As Autumn approaches, the leaves are starting to turn golden and the temperature is 
starting to drop but, there is still plenty to do to keep you busy in the garden. September is 
the perfect time to start your autumn garden tidy up. This means there will be lots of leaf 
clearance, picking up debris and plant deadheading. It is also a fantastic time to plant your 
spring bulbs, feed your lawn and protect plants.  



 
Here are some gardening jobs for this time of year:-  
 
Plant spring bulbs 
Spring might seem like a long way off, but September is the perfect month to start making 
preparations for a beautiful floral display. The ground is still nice and warm from the 
summer months and gives plenty of time for the new roots to bed in before the spring 
sunshine arrives. 

Why not try and plant a layered pot of bulbs, known as a “bulb lasagne”, for your doorstep. 
Here’s how to plant daffodil bulbs in layers.  
 

1) Plant the first layer 2.5cm (1in) or so from the base of the containers, pushing each 
bulb down firmly as if you were screwing in a lightbulb, so its base makes firm 
contact with the compost. Put as many bulbs in as will fit without quite touching 
each other.  

2) Put enough compost over the top so barely hide the tips.  
3) Plant a second layer over the top of the compost and add a third layer if space 

permits.  
4) In a good-sized tub, you can finish off by planting violets or primroses over the top 

for a truly ‘layered’ effect later. It’ll look double or trebly spectacular when it bursts 
into bloom next spring.  

 
 
 
Feed your lawn 
Now is the perfect time to give your 
lawn some tender loving care whether 
it is rolling out whole new turf or simply 
topping up your existing grass which 
may have become patchy or thin.  
 
With a wide range of seed and feed for 
your grass you can make sure that 
your lawn flourished when next spring 
comes around, making it soft and 
vibrant. To protect your grass, don’t 
forget to also increase the height of 
your mower blades through the winter 
months as grass growth begin to slow.  
 

 

Protect plants 
As the temperature drops it’s a good 
idea to protect border plants by 
mulching. The soil is still warm around 
about now, so you’ll trap in that heat 
and moisture. It’s best to apply when 
the soil is damp or wet and make sure 
you weed first. Mulching will help keep 
winter weeds at bay, protect roots from 
frost and help prevent soil from 
washing away in storms and harsh 
wind. 

 
 

 

 
 

 



ARTICLE BY CHRIS A'BEAR - 1 
 

Grey squirrel control 
 
 The Grey squirrel was introduced to this country about 140 years ago from North America 
and over the last 60 years has proved to be a serious pest, second to deer, within our 
woodlands. With extensive damage to young trees in particular the cost runs into millions 
of pounds nationwide and even with a certain amount of control most of the cost has to be 
borne by the land owner. The control methods include hoppers, traps or shooting them, 
however not every landlord will exercise control and given that the Grey squirrel can breed 
three times a year, on balance they will retain their numbers throughout all woodlands.  
 
Our woodlands used to contain the native Red squirrel, but as a result of the introduction 
of the Grey squirrel that passed on squirrel pox,  they no longer exist apart from in a few 
isolated regions across the country. During the past few years the Pine marten, a native 
species, has been reintroduced to different parts of the U.K -  it having been hunted 
virtually to extinction in the 19th century for its fur and possibly the introduction of game 
shooting. So far, I believe the results of the reintroduction are good regarding controlling 
the numbers of Grey squirrel by the Pine marten, its only predator, with little effect on the 
Red squirrel. Up until the 1800's there was a balance of both the Red squirrel and the Pine 
marten that were seen together in our woodlands and today, if the numbers of Pine marten 
were increased, I am sure this would keep the control of Grey squirrel at an affordable 
level. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SUMMER INTO EARLY AUTUMN AT BATSFORD ARBORETUM 
 

 

 
 

Batsford is a wonderful place to soak up the last days of summer with a stroll in the arboretum 
or over lunch, coffee or afternoon tea on the deck of the Garden Terrace Café. If you’re 
planning your garden for next spring, now is the time to visit our Garden Centre for spring-
flowering bulbs too - including daffodils, tulips, crocus, hyacinths, and many more. 
 
Batsford will soon be gearing up towards autumn once again. From early October to mid-
November, it’s a true fireworks display of colour thanks to the collection of Japanese maples, 
Sorbus, Euonymus and cherries dotted around the 56 acre Arboretum. Please note, pre-
booking is essential for arboretum visits – please visit www.batsarb.co.uk to book your 
tickets. 
 

Batsford Arboretum, Batsford, Nr. Moreton-in-Marsh GL56 9AD 
Tel: 01386 701441 

www.batsarb.co.uk 
 

 

 
 

We are open every day from 10am to 5 pm 
- 55 acres of breathtaking trees and wild garden - 
- Freshly-baked food in the Garden Terrace Café - 

- Beautiful, quality plants, gifts & garden sundries - 
- Expert gardening advice - 

- Unique, shabby chic interior design ideas from the Applestore - 



ARTICLE BY CHRIS A'BEAR - 2 

Some facts of silviculture  (the art and science of cultivating forest crops ) 

Normally hardwood trees that are planted at 3 metre spacing and softwood trees planted 
at 2 metre spacing, on reaching maturity will have as much as 90% of stocking density 
removed before finally felling the remainder. The first thinning when approximately 20 
years old of a managed hardwood woodland and most probably the next 2 or 3 thinnings 
at 5 to 7 year intervals will for the most part end up as firewood.  

Trees planted today will only retain carbon absorbed if converted to an end product 
tomorrow and retained thereafter such as planks or roof timbers, rather than firewood, 
which is carbon neutral - in other words will either release its carbon back into the 
atmosphere or end up as ash when burnt. Of all the nation's woodlands less than 50% are 
managed, possible because there is no income to be gained; the woodlands are of no 
interest to the landlord or the owner is oblivious of the need to to manage the woodland in 
regard to thinning and other similar factors. 

THE STORIES TREES CAN TELL 
by Ben Holding (Tree Officer at Cotswold District Council)    

- originally published in Autumn /Winter 2013 edition  
 
Trees lay down a new layer of wood around their circumference each year and, unless 
decayed away by fungi, this wood layer stays as a lasting record of events that took place 
when the wood was being formed. This is the basis for dendrochronology - the dating of 
timber based on comparison of growth ring widths. 
 

 
A mature tree with a fairly regular growth pattern 

 
The size of trees varies according to their growing conditions, so a "smaller" tree may 
easily be older than a "larger" one.  However, as well as determining the age of a tree from 
the number of rings,  trees can tell us much about their history from the pattern of rings. 
 
Each year a tree produces an annual ring of growth, which consists of two bands, one of 
earlywood and another of latewood. Earlywood is formed in spring during rapid growth, 
with new cells having large cell cavities and thin walls. During the summer, when there is 
less moisture, new cells have smaller cavities and thicker walls, forming latewood. 



 
Narrow growth rings present across many species in the same location may tell us that 
there was a short summer or a drought that year. If confined to just one species such as 
oak, they may indicate high levels of defoliation by caterpillars in that year. Wide rings in 
an individual tree in one year may tell us that the tree benefited when an overshadowing 
neighbouring tree was removed or felled, giving our tree more light. 
 
 

 
 
In urban trees, the pruning of roots and branches or damage during building works can 
leave tell tale marks and patterns in growth rings. Pruning cuts and items such as wires 
and nails may be sealed within the wood and remain as a record of past management. 
 

 
A tree with a pruning cut (top arrow), has many years later grown round that cut, but still  

just shows external evidence ( bottom arrow) of that earlier injury 
 

 



 
An additional interesting point relates to the different methods used by trees to achieve the 
same result. When faced with circumstances which cause them to tilt, gymnosperms and 
angiosperms react differently in their attempt to straighten. [Gymnosperm - a plant with a 
seed which is not enclosed in an ovule - e.g. a pine cone; Angiosperm - a plant with a 
seed which is enclosed in an ovule - e.g. an apple; See elsewhere for a fuller description 
of this topic.]  Gymnosperms produce reaction wood on the tilt side of the tree, whereas 
angiosperms produce it on the opposite side to the tilt - see the figure below. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 



 

 
 

TREE AND LEAF  
If you have enjoyed any of the items submitted by our guest contributors 
(basically anyone other than the Editor) why not submit something yourself?  It 
doesn't have to be a CTWG activity - it only needs to be tree-related and have 
the potential for providing interest for others 
 

Please submit any articles to Ann Jones, either electronically to twgcotswold@yahoo.co.uk 
or by post addressed to 161 Alexander Drive, Cirencester, Gloucestershire, GL7 1UQ.   
 

Visit The Cotswold Tree Warden Group Website 
http://www.cotswoldtreewardengroup.org.uk/ 
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