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November in the Cotswolds - in this instance, near Brockhampton 
 

ACTIVITIES AT THE END OF A DIFFICULT YEAR 
 

It would have been very easy to leave a blank page here, given the limitations we all have 
faced.  And of course, the limitations didn't just applyto those of us who would have liked to 
get together to help trees, learn about them or just enjoy them.  We must not forgot that some 
of the people reading this are tree professionals in various fields (not just in fields - also in 
parkland sites, gardens, hedgerows etc!).  Even though they may have been able to continue 
working, many constraints may have impacted on their ability to work normally. 
 
Anyway, back to the possibility of a blank page. To do that would have been a sign of 
negativity.  Let us instead take encouragement from the photo above of a Cotswold landscape 
with trees and blue skies and look forward to when we may be free to get out and about 
among the trees and countryside. 
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Besides, we can be sure of one thing, which is that not everyone has been inactive.  Even 
though our temporary rules may largely have prevented us from gathering in groups over the 
last few months, somebody, somewhere - maybe you - has been busy with trees.  
 
Perhaps you have noticed important changes to a tree or trees in your area - and acted on it.  
You may have prevented unauthorised work to a protected tree. You may have planted a tree 
at any time recently, but especially in National Tree Planting Week 28, November to 6 
December. 
 
It would be hard to find anyone who really doesn't believe that WE NEED TREES. Formula 1 
world champion, Lewis Hamilton is appalled at the proposal to cut down more Brazilian 
rainforest to create a new grand prix circuit.  No, there is probably not a lot of chance for the 
folk of the Cotswolds to help the cause of far away rainforests.  Except that many small voices 
joined together can make a loud noise. 
 
Whether you join your tiny voice with many others or whether you plant a tree - or 10, or 100, 
or .... - you will be doing your bit to help our landscape, our environment.  
 
But if you have been planting, please, please don't forget to maintain them.  Water in early life 
if needed; protect them as appropriate, but without forgetting that they may outgrow their 
protection. And if you are still planning planting this winter or in the future, remember, "The 
right tree in the right place". Species, site, soil and so on.  There is always someone or 
somewhere to get advice from to help you.   
 
Whatever you are doing as we end 2020 and look with hope at 2021, stay safe and well - and 
enjoy trees. 
 
 
   

 
 

 
 
 



I DIG TREES 2020 (AND EARLIER) 
 

We would like to thank The Conservation Volunteers (TCV) and OVO Energy for once again 
undertaking the herculean task of organising, supplying and distributing free whip trees to 
communities around the country. Sarah Clarke of TCV deserves a special mention for her role 
in co-ordinating the exercise.  With 370,000 trees scheduled for give away this year (plus 
canes and guards to support them as required), the total in the scheme to date will be 
approaching 1,500,000! 
 
Cotswold parishes and individuals requested 800 through CTWG this year and delivery was 
made to our central point on Thursday 26 November.  An afternoon was spent sorting the 
trees into batches of 10 each of 5 species. This allowed the first lot to be collected on the 
Saturday - appropriately the start of National Tree Planting Week. 
 
Anyone reading this who has taken part this year is reminded that photos of the planting will 
be gratefully received for our local news and also for passing on to TCV in support of the 
scheme and, it is hoped, its continuation in years ahead.  
 
It may be that you received trees through the scheme in earlier years.  It would be great to 
have a photo or two of how they are getting on. 
 
Emails for either of these can be sent to twgcotswold@yahoo.co.uk, or to our "sister" group, 
Gloucestershire Tree Group via glostreegroup@gmail.com. 
 
And whether the trees(s) you have planted was through the I Dig Trees Programme or not you 
can share your achievement with the rest of the country by logging them ( and flowers, plants 
and fruit and vegetables) on the BBC Countryfile 'Plant Britain'  interactive map at  
https://www.plantbritain.co.uk/.  For those who missed it, more details of the initiative can be 
found at: https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/14KG5D14vHxHGvch64YnqNc/take-
part-in-plant-britain 
 
 

 
 

 



GEOFF’S GARDENING CORNER (From Tree and Leaf Winter 2010) 

IT’S ABOUT TIME 

It’s about time a better appreciation of slow gardening were to sweep this country, much like 
the craze for decking did in the nineties or growing your own vegetables did in the naughties. 
Gardening and garden making can be something you do yourself, not something you buy off 
the shelf. Slow Food is an organisation that was founded in 1989 to counteract fast food and 
fast life. (www.slowfood.com) [Editor's note: Yes, it does still exist in 2020]. Slow gardening 
has been slow to catch on until now; but I have a feeling the economic climate will encourage 
us to take a step back from the conveyor belt of huge budget, media led garden design and 
fashion fads.  

Sometimes a revolution is needed; for example when the existing garden simply doesn’t have 
enough to offer and only a complete redesign will do. Often, though, what is needed is 
something much more simple, more subtle, slower in its process and more like evolution than 
revolution. There is an art to looking slowly but once you’ve got it you never lose it, exactly like 
riding a bike.  
 
Working the land, designing or looking after a garden, even on a tiny scale, links us to the 
cycle of life, from planting seeds, weeding, watering, and looking, to harvesting vegetables or 
picking flowers and then filling the compost heap which in turn replenishes the soil ready for 
the next cycle. Indeed, for me, the compost heap is the iconic garden symbol slowly working 
its magic at the heart of the garden. You need look no further than the gardener who has 
worked their patch of land for 20, 30, 40 or more years to find someone who already knows 
how to counter fast food and fast life.  
 
Planting a tree in your own garden goes to the heart of the issue. It will be there for the 
pleasure of people who have yet to be born and it might just be the key to helping someone 
stop, look, listen and unwind from the daily stresses of their busy world. 

 
 

 
 

 

http://www.slowfood.com/


TREES IN WINTER 
(Another article penned by Geoff Carr for a previous issue) 

 
Although trees look their most splendid when in full leaf, they can also command a view in 
winter with their sculptural shape and stark silhouette. Careful consideration is needed when 
placing a tree to make sure its full value is achieved all year round. Although now is the ideal 
planting time for trees and shrubs it is sometimes not enough to use common sense alone 
when putting them into the ground. Below is a list of techniques that might help trees and 
shrubs establish and thrive beyond their critical first three years. 
 

 Dig the planting hole at least twice the size of the rootball and backfill it with a 50/50 
compost-soil mix. A dusting with mycorrhizal rooting powder may help stimulate rapid 
establishment.  

 Dig the hole square, not round. This encourages pioneer roots to push into the 
surrounding soil rather than going around in circles. 

 Water copiously (if the ground is frost bound, wait for prolonged milder conditions) 
during spring and summer for the first three years. 

 Hammer a stake into the ground near to the base of the trunk and at a 45 degree angle. 
Place a collar between the stake and tree, pull tight and don’t forget to loosen it off 
every year.  

 Dislodge gathered snow from the crown. 
 
If planting trees is not on your agenda this winter, you might like to consider the following list of 
winter garden colour plants and shrubs: 
 

 Iris unguicularis. Winter Iris blooms during mild periods between November and March. 

 Helleborus. 
 

 
 

Hellebore orientalis – one from the Joy Hybrids Collection 

 

 Crocus bulbs. 

 Cyclamen bulbs. 

 Anemone ‘Max Vogal’ Hardy perennial. 

 Chrysanthemum ‘Glowing Lynn’ Hardy perennial can be left in the garden all winter. 

 Heathers. 



 Mahonia ‘Charity’ Evergreen shrub with yellow, winter flowers.  

 Camellia ‘Anticipation’ evergreen shrub. 

 Witch hazel 

 Christmas Box 

 Viburnums 

 Cornus 

 Skimmia 

 Holly  
 
 
 

 
 

Winter Trees - admittedly, not in a garden! Sherborne, December 2020 

 
 
 

 



GEOFF'S GARDENING CORNER 
 

 
Winter Trees In Our Gardens 

 
 

 Although gripped by frost and ice, winter need not signal the end of the garden year. 
Indeed, in contrast to the thrill of spring and abundance of summer I look forward to the 
bareness of winter. This is the time of year when I see things completely differently. 
Gone are the bright distracting colours of spring bulbs, the shiny lime green of new 
leaves and the sweet summery scent of flowers. Instead there is a naked space in all its 
bare glory with nothing to distract the eye or mind from the basic layout and structure of 
the garden.  
 
 

 Seeing the bare bones of a garden in winter and applying some constructive criticism 
(often helped by taking photographs which you can study in the warmth and comfort of 
your armchair), can pay dividends next year. Practically any garden can benefit from a 
thorough examination of the framework upon which the stylish clothes of spring and 
summer will hang next year. My tiny courtyard garden benefits hugely from its annual 
critical revue which also gives me the perfect excuse to visit larger, grander gardens 
when they are quiet and to ’borrow’ ideas that I would never have thought of. 
 
 

 At this time of year we have the perfect opportunity to evaluate either the lack of trees 
in our garden or whether existing trees need pruning. Indeed, now is the perfect time to 
ask yourself if they are really, really occupying the spot that makes the most of their 
structural impact. A well placed tree, (even in a big pot) can provide a focal point, a 
counter balance for other large, possibly overbearing objects, structure, winter interest 
or evergreen year-around interest. Deciding to remove trees purely for aesthetic 
reasons can be difficult to do but it can also provide a golden opportunity to plant a 
new, possibly more appropriate specimen that really helps to bring the garden to life. 

 
 
 
 



 
 

BATSFORD ARBORETUM 
 

 
 
Batsford Arboretum is open for business, with of course suitable precautions in place.  If you 
still haven't bought your tree, the garden centre is open daily from 10 till 4. 
 
For those looking for some exercise amidst the wonderful surroundings of the Arboretum's 
collection, please book your visit in advance.  Other than being closed on Christmas Day, 
opening hours are 10 till 3 between 24th December and  1st January, after which the normal 
closing time of 4 p.m. applies. 
 



Until 3rd January entertain your children by bringing them to The Big Batsford Elf Hunt!  
Poor Santa has lost his helpers around the Arboretum.  Come and find them.  An extra 
charge applies - more details at: http://www.batsarb.co.uk/news-events/event.asp?ev=111 

 
For the photography enthusiast, a further series of one day courses are being run on 
selected days through to 21st March, - 'Impressions of Batsford' Photography Workshops.  
For more details see: http://www.batsarb.co.uk/news-events/event.asp?ev=1146 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

We are open every day from 10am to 5 pm 
- 55 acres of breathtaking trees and wild garden - 
- Freshly-baked food in the Garden Terrace Café - 

- Beautiful, quality plants, gifts & garden sundries - 
- Expert gardening advice - 

- Unique, shabby chic interior design ideas from the Applestore - 
 
 
 
 

A LITTLE ABOUT THE HISTORY OF BATSFORD 
 

The estate at Batsford started to resemble something like it is today back in the 1880s when it 
came into the hands of the man who was to become the 1st Lord Redesdale.  He had worked 
abroad with the Foreign Office and his travels gave him an appreciation of the culture and 
style particularly of China and Japan.  
 
He had the old Georgian mansion demolished, building a new house and set about creating a 
new pleasure garden. This featured many of the oriental influences seen there today.  A 
knowledgeable plantsman, he introduced many fine specimen trees and the mature 
appearance of the arboretum as we know it is based upon those which have lived through the 
intervening period. 
 
After his death in 1916 there followed an era of relative neglect, but in 1956 the 2nd Lord 
Dulverton inherited the estate. He set about restoring the garden and concentrating on the 
arboreal side, planted many species collections not previously represented, frequently rare 
ones.  
 
Following his death in 1992 the Batsford Foundation took over running the Arboretum.  A 
charitable trust, it promotes research and eduction as well as overseeing the wellbeing of what 
is an important collection and favourite visitor attraction. 
 

 
 



PESTS AND DISEASES 

Ash dieback may have been mentioned as frequently as Covid 19 and, unfortunately, the 
evidence of its march across the countryside is all too obvious.  But we should not let our 
concern over this tragic 21st century development (*) blind us to other problems which may 
have similarly destructive consequences. 

(* - experienced tree people may tell you that Ash dieback has been around since well before 
2000.  However it is generally accepted that its UK presence in the current virulent form is a 
separate issue.) 

Acute Oak Decline 

Acute Oak Decline (AOD) was known before 2000, but is one of the diseases which has 
displayed a worrying level of spread in the last 15 years.  Although it can attack species other 
than oak, it particularly affects English or pedunculate oak (Quercus robur) and sessile oak 
(Quercus petraea). As with ash dieback, it characteristically shows up as extensive bleeding 
from lesions or splits in the bark.  Though often only 5 -10 cm long they may be seen from 
around chest level way up into the canopy.  The bleeding, which frequently starts in Spring, 
results in black stained bark.  This disease can kill a previously healthy tree in perhaps 4 to 6 
years. 

 

Affected trees often house two-spotted oak 
buprestid beetles. Rather than cause AOD 
these probably take advantage of an 
infected tree to colonise it and may hasten 
its demise. 

Forest Research have a wealth of 
information on their website: 

https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/tools-
and-resources/pest-and-disease-
resources/acute-oak-decline/ 

 

Oak Processionary Moth 

And if the poor oak trees hadn't got enough to worry about with the above, there is the Oak 
Processionary Moth (OPM).  Many of us have probably seen pictures - hopefully nothing more 
live - of the caterpillars of this pest.  Another accidental import, whilst its occurence is centred 
upon Greater London, it has been found in Oxfordshire this year.  

There are certain restrictions on movement of oak plants in order to minimise the risk of 
spread.  It is a health risk to people and animals and the Forestry Commission want to know 
about suspected findings in our area.  However it should be pointed out that there are other 
caterpillars easily mistaken for OPM.  This and many other facts are once again covered by 
Forest Research at : https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/tools-and-resources/pest-and-disease-
resources/oak-processionary-moth-thaumetopoea-processionea/ 

 



 

 

 

November scene (between Yanworth and Hampnett)  

 
 
 



TREE AND LEAF  

 
You have just come to the end of the last edition of Tree and Leaf, 
as the Cotswold Tree Warden Group ceases to exist on 31st 
December 2020.  We hope that you have found items to interest 
you whether you have only recently seen a copy or if you have 
loyally stayed with it since the first issue in 1997! 
 
It would have been nice to go out with a bumper edition, but the 
limitations placed on our activities by the pandemic mean that it is 
not to be. 
 

For a short time we can still be contacted at: 
twgcotswold@yahoo.co.uk 

and the website at: 
http://www.cotswoldtreewardengroup.org.uk/ 

 

And, in true 'Oscar' fashion:  
We wish to thank our supporters over the years.  These, at the end 
of the Group's existence, are:  

 
BATSFORD ARBORETUM AND GARDEN CENTRE,  

 
CHARLTON ABBOTTS FORESTRY LTD, 

 
 COTSWOLD ESTATES AND GARDENS LTD, 

 
COTSWOLD TREE SURGEONS, 

 
 FARMINGTON TREES, 

 
MDH FORESTRY SERVICES LTD,  

 
TREE MAINTENANCE LTD. 

 

Our thanks go to The Tree Council who were responsible for the birth of 
Cotswold Tree Warden Group.  Particular mention must be made of Jon 

Stokes whose support has been significant. 
 

We are also grateful to the people who have kindly welcomed us to their 
property for visits or activities and those who have given their time to guide us 

or share their expertise at talks and conferences. 
 

It would be inappropriate to sign off without also thanking those of you over 
the years, whether Tree Wardens or 'just friends' who have appreciated the 

courses, advice,  magazines, cameraderie and anything else that the 
Cotswold Tree Warden Group has put together for you.  

 

Printed by Print & Design Services, Cotswold District Council 

Contact print@cotswold.gov.uk or tel: 01285 623215 

mailto:twgcotswold@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:print@cotswold.gov.uk

